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Minutes of the virtual Parish Council Meeting   

Thursday 25th February 2021  

7:30pm – Web-Ex Video Conference Call  

 
This meeting, in line with current legislation the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) 
Coronavirus guidance, to socially distance and meet only if necessary, was held virtually using 
a WebEx video and telephone conferencing facility.  The decisions taken or the actions agreed 
are documented below.  
  

016/21 Public Forum   

 

The agenda posted to the Parish Council (PC) noticeboard and website included details of a Web-Ex 

dial-in ‘join meeting’ video link or a telephone number to join the Parish Council meeting.  Members 

of the public were encouraged to contact the Clerk in advance of the meeting, if possible, to share 

questions to council.   Those who advised that they may wish to speak regarding matters on the 

agenda were given details of how to join the meeting using a video link. 

 

During the public session eleven members of the public joined the meeting either by audio or video 

link together with four representatives from the agent/developer of the Crosby Farm development. 

 

In advance of the meeting, as is Horsham District Council’s practice, members of the public were 

invited to speak on the main planning application under consideration that evening i.e. DC/21/0109, 

land north of Slinfold Cricket Club.  Three objectors and three supporters spoke during the public 

session forum; there were no further requests to speak on other matters on the agenda. 

 

Supporters spoke on the following: - 

 The need for a new cricket pavilion and the precarious position that the Cricket Club is in 
without funding; 

 That there is not the fund raising capacity to build a new pavilion so the opportunity to do so 
should not be lost; 

 Improvements to access and a that the pavilion will be 1.5 storey; 

 Fear for the loss of the Cricket Club; 

 The pavilion as a valuable community asset; 

 The promotion of community events such as village days, social and celebration events;  

 The Slinfold Neighbourhood Plan (SNP) referendum result i.e. 83% in favour; 

 The support and dedication towards sporting, economic and social enhancements to the 
village; 

 The difficulty in hearing a that a small minority is complaining of a small development; 

 The guidance received throughout the process in line with the Slinfold NP; 

 The strong membership of the club to include junior membership. 
   

Objectors spoke on the following: - 

 What the development may look like if the application is permitted; aesthetics, high cricket 
netting, the loss of view, etc. 

 An increase in traffic; 



 Are density calculations accurate? 

 The differences in the application to a previously displayed Slinfold NP; 

 The urbanised feel to the village entrance and the increase in signage; 

 Concern for the access sight line; 

 Moving the bus stop may cause an accident blind spot; 

 The PROW has been deleted from the plans; 

 An oversized rural access road; 

 Concern for density and style; 

 Detraction from the character or setting of the Conservation Area and that development must 
complement the Conservation Area; 

 That current plans based on the latest thinking should be made available to view. 
 

017/21 Attendance and Apologies for Absence  

Those present: Parish Councillors N Beer (Chairman), C Casdagli, D Estyn-Jones, C Leyland, A 

Roberts, H Sherwin-Smith, E Skeates, J Slipper, P Smith, G Stenton-Chandler and L Watson.   Also 

present the Parish Clerk Mary Burroughs. 

 

Apologies and the reasons for absence noted from County Councillor Mitchell who sent his apologies 

and provided a written update.  District Councillor Youtan had tried to join the meeting but was unable 

to do so, her texted apologies were noted by the Clerk after the meeting.  

 

018/21 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests   

Cllr. Estyn-Jones declared an interest in matters relating to the Crosby Farm development as he lives 

close to the entrance.  Cllrs. Roberts and Skeates regarding matters relating to the development at 

Welwyn. 

 

There were no other Declaration of Interest or changes to Members’ Interests.   

 

019/21 Approval of Minutes  

It was RESOLVED that the minutes from the Parish Council Meeting on 28th January 2021, (proposed 

Cllr. Roberts, seconded Cllr. Leyland, all in favour) be accepted as a true record; the Clerk will obtain 

sign off of the minutes as soon as possible.  

 

020/21 Clerks Report on Matters Arising from previous council meetings   

 

Parish Council Meeting 28th January 2021 

008/21 - Feedback given to Horsham District Council (HDC) on the Itchingfield Neighbourhood Plan 

009/21 - Planning feedback complete 

009/21iv) - Crosby Farm meeting scheduled but cancelled as documents on the application had been 

taken off-line 

010/21 - Letter of thanks received from the school, circulated to council 

011/21 – All councillors have now responded on an update of their members’ interests 

 

Previous meetings 

243/19 – Upgrade of website – Vision ICT has completed all requested changes.  Final review 

outstanding by the Clerk 

167/20 - Councillor Skill sets – some feedback is outstanding 

167/20 - Terms of Reference (TOR) for “Future Developments Working Group” – Cllr. Smith 

volunteered to put together a draft TOR for this group for the May meeting 

171/20 - Possible TRO application at Toyota Garage – on hold 

171/20 - Faster Broadband – Work in progress, a further 200 households/business approached in 

February – Cllr. Leyland provided an update, we are struggling to achieve the numbers hoped for but 

are still exploring opportunities. 

 



021/21 Local Plans  

  

i) The Planning Report was presented to the Parish Council by Cllr. Leyland.  The report was 
reviewed, approved and the Parish Council ratified the decisions made by the Planning Committee 
as appropriate.  Details follow:   

Planning 
Reference 

Address of 
application 

Nature of application Feedback/Comment 

DC/21/0109 
Land north of 

Slinfold Cricket 
Club 

Outline application for erection of up to 24 dwellings (including 
eight affordable units), the demolition of the existing cricket pavilion 

and replacement with a new two storey cricket pavilion including 
the provision of 25 car parking spaces, and associated landscaping 
and highways works with access from Lyons Road, with all matters 
reserved except access. (new Design and Access Statement and 

amended highway works plans)  

 
Principle accepted - 24 dwellings 
dependent on the design brought 

forward. PROW plans to be 
approved, Pavilion to be 

conditioned and be max 1.5 story 
and detailed design is as presented 

10/2 or better 
 
 

DC/21/0265 
Windover, 
Waterlands 

Lane 

Variation of Condition 1 of previously approved application 
DC/20/1984 Relating to roof material, pitch, eaves levels and 

elevational treatment. 
No Objection 

DISC/21/0031 
Bridge House 
Environment 

Centre 

 Approval of details reserved by conditions 9,10,12,13,14,15,16 
and 17 to approved application DC/18/0621 

Objection, lack of detail to 
discharge conditions 

DC/21/0153 
Clapgate 
House, 

Clapgate Lane 

 Erection of a two storey rear extension and construction of a car 
port to the north of the dwelling 

No Objection 

DC/20/1408&9 
(Amended 

Plans) 

Taylors, The 
Street (LISTED 

BUILDING) 

Demolition of existing single storey side extension. Erection of a 
two storey side extension and a single storey rear extension with 

internal/external alterations 
No Objection 

 

Crosby Farm – DC/21/0109 

Aitchison Developments led the debate on this application by pointing out that this application was 

only to address the previous objections raised in relation to access.   

 

Cllr. Leyland thanked those who had spoken during the public session and summarised the council’s 

current thinking on the application.  It was proposed (Cllr. Leyland, Seconded Cllr. Beer) that the 

council’s response on the application be agreed as follows: - RESOLVED (10 in favour, 1 abstained) 

 

1. The Parish Council has no objection to the proposed revised access arrangements subject to 
confirmation that visibility at the bell mouth is reviewed and meets the required safety 
standards; and;    

2. The Parish Council accepts the principle of development, subject to the following: - 
i) A maximum of 24 dwellings, subject to detailed design considerations which should include 

houses of no more than 1.5 stories in height. 
ii) A condition on the detail of the Public Rights of Way plans and that the much valued Totties’ 

Oak is protected given the proximity of the footpath to the root protection area.  HDC’s Tree 
Officer should report back on this matter. 

iii) Assurance and commitment from the developer to construction of the cricket pavilion and 
assurance from HDC that they will re-visit conditioning this construction. 

iv) The pavilion to be a maximum of 1.5 stories in height as recently stated in a communication 
from Antler Homes. 

v) The final detailed design is in line with (or an improvement on) the Antler Homes presentation 
to the Parish Council on 10th February. 

Applications permitted, refused and withdrawn: 

HDC 
Application 

number 

Address of 
application 

Nature of application Decision Feedback to HDC  

DC/20/2448 
Eclipse, 

Lyons Road 
 Erection of a detached single storey garden room/home 

office 
Application 
Permitted 

No Objection 



DISC/20/0303 
Land at 

Spring Lane 

Approval of details reserved by conditions 7 (ecological 
enhancements), 10 (hard and soft landscaping), 11 

(Landscape and Ecological Management and 
Maintenance Plan), 18 (lighting scheme) to approved 
application DC/19/0412 (erection of 12 dwellings, new 

access, space, landscaping and associated works). 

Application 
Permitted 

No Objection but comment on 
boxes, bollards around the 

pond, tree planting and 
maximising planting to 

encourage wildlife. 

DC/20/2112 
Bridge House 

Equestrian 
Centre 

 Non Material Amendment to previously approved 
application DC/18/0621 (Internal and external alterations 
to existing covered riding arena to facilitate a change of 

use to a workshop/assembly area (B2 use), demolition of 
the remaining existing buildings and construction of a 
new office (B1a use) with associated hardstanding, 

parking, amenity area and landscaping) Amendments to 
the proposed elevation plans. 

Application 
Permitted 

No Objection 

 

ii) Other applications received since the publication of the agenda, Taylors as above 
iii) Appeals and Enforcements 
 

Appeals Lodged  

Welcross Farm - DC/19/1897 - APP/Z3825/W/20/3262938 – awaiting information  

Lyons Farm - DC/19/1723 – Appeal lodged 23/12/2020 awaiting information 

Crosby Farm - DC/19/1386 - APP/Z3825/W/20/3265681 – awaiting information 

 

Appeals Decided – None, Enforcements – None 

 

iv) Planning Report – The Parish Council received a copy of the February 2021 planning report 
which also highlighted planning applications currently awaiting a decision and notification of 
appeals and enforcements.   

 

It was RESOLVED (CL/GSC, all in favour) to approve the feedback on the new applications as noted 

above and to approve the planning report as circulated. 

 
v) Development of The Cobblers – The Parish Council agreed the response as given at Appendix A  
 
vi) Welwyn – The works to the kick-about area are largely complete but sign-off is outstanding.  Part 1 of 

the s104 legal document is under review, Part 2 which may involve the adoption of the balancing pond 
is still work in progress.  Nominated councillors (NB, ES and CL) to review and sign-off as 
appropriate.  

 
022/21 Reports from District and County Councillors 

 

County Cllr. Mitchell’s report had been circulated amongst parish councillors previously.  Cllr. 

Leyland will provide an update on Hayes Lane drainage as there are issues with regard to the 

work required, that proposed and carried out by WSCC.  

 

District Cllr. Youtan was unable to access the meeting due to technical problems.  Her apologies were 

noted by The Clerk after the meeting 

 

District Cllr. Ritchie – no apologies or a report 

 

023/21 Council Documents 

 

i) Coronavirus Emergency Procedures – The Clerk has updated the document to reflect 

the status of projects that are underway.  An updated copy has been circulated to 

Councillors. 



ii) Slinfold Emergency Plan – Cllr. Roberts has gone through the plan and has made some 

excellent suggestions for improvement.  It was agreed that Councillor Roberts, Beer and 

the Clerk should review the plan and update as appropriate, the Clerk will set up a 

meeting to progress. 
  

024/21 Consultations and matters relating to Gatwick Airport 

 

i) Gatwick Airport – Cllr. Leyland provided an update on a variety of Gatwick related matters. 

ii) Night Flight Consultation - it was RESOLVED (proposed CL, seconded LW, all in favour) 

to approve the council’s consultation response as circulated. 
iii) Membership to Outside Bodies – Cllr. Leyland advised that after careful consideration 

that the Parish Council’s membership to GACC and APCAG were disadvantageous for 

Slinfold and recommended that membership to these groups be cancelled.  It was 

RESOLVED (proposed CL, seconded LW, all in favour) to cancel membership. 

 

025/21 Finance and Establishment  

 

i) Grant to Age UK - it was RESOLVED (proposed and seconded NB/HSS, all in favour) to 

approve a grant of £200; 

ii) Monthly Payments – it was RESOLVED (proposed and seconded NB/CL all in favour) to 

approve payments totalling £5,080.79 (as circulated and reviewed by the members’ present 

and subsequently amended) for February 2021.  

 

Details of salaries are available upon request.  

 

iii) Other Finance Matters 

a) Accounts to 31st January 2021 – councillors received a summary of the financial 

position as at 31 January.  The accounts were notes and no questions were raised; 

b) Transfer of funds to a Bond - it was RESOLVED to approve a transfer of £85,000 to 

Cambridge and Counties Bank for a 2 year fixed rate bond at 0.9% Gross/AER.  

Councillors Beer and Leyland will be signatories on this account and approve the 

application; 

Payee Particulars £ 

Mrs M Burroughs Feb-21   

Mrs M Burroughs Home phone, Broadband, Travel etc. £313.58 

Mr J Pilkington Feb-21   

Mr T Harrison Feb-21   

WSCC Pension Feb-21 £382.06 

A Roberts Tree Planting £66.47 

Surrey Hills Solicitors Legal fees Welwyn 4753 £270.00 

Southern Electric Jan-21 £68.15 

SOS Systems  Ink and maintenance £19.07 

Slinfold CE Primary School Grant - Purchase of IT equipment for home schooling £1,000.00 

N R Beer Chairman’s Expenses £197.89 

Standby Building Services New post for Village Shop sign £271.00 

Horsham District Council Refuse collection Cherry Tree £16.10 

Trevor Iles Limited 2 x Dual purpose litter/dog bins £708.00 

Age UK West Sussex Application for support with community projects £200.00 

  TOTAL £5,080.79 



c) Internal Audit – it was RESOLVED to approve Mulberry & Co as the council’s internal 

auditor for the year ended 31 March 2021 on the same basis as last year.  It was also 

recommended that we consider a change of auditor next year as recommended by 

SSALC i.e. good practice may be to change auditor every 3 years. 

 

026/21 Reports from the Committees 

 

Cllr. Roberts and Slipper provided an update on the projects on-gong with Highways and Byways 

and Recreation and Environment Committees following their meetings on 23rd February 2021. 

 

027/21 Announcements  

  

a) Chairman – None  
b) Clerk - Annual Meeting of the Parish (Electors) – This meeting, historically called by the 

Chairman of the Parish Council, was provisionally scheduled for 23rd April 2021.  Options 

around having this a virtual meeting in April were considered but it was thought that perhaps 

to host something later in the year may be more appropriate i.e. when electors can meet in 

person.  The Clerk will check on the current rules and regulations regarding this and 

other types of council meetings and report back. 

 

028/21 Reports from Representatives on Outside bodies - None 

 

029/21 Items for consideration at the next meeting – Annual Meeting of the Parish (decision), KGV 

plans, Village Signs, Slinfold Emergency Plan. 

 

030/21 Slinfold Magazine 

o Easter celebrations 
o Broadband Update 
o WSCC tree initiative 

 

031/21 Date of next meeting(s)  

Day Date Info Meeting Start Venue 

Wednesday  17-Mar-21 FINANCE 6:00pm Virtual 

Thursday  25-Mar-21 PARISH COUNCIL 7:30pm Virtual 

Wednesday  21-Apr-21 FINANCE 6:00pm Virtual 

 

Meeting closed 9:25pm  

  

 

Appendix A 

DC/20/2578 – The Cobblers, Hayes Lane 

 

The Cobblers was the only age-related facility in the Village and was rated very highly when Slinfold 

Parish Council organised its own survey and asked all residents (not just the elderly) what sort of 

accommodation they would like to see in the village.  As well as starter homes, so that the children of 

villagers could remain in the village, the next requirement was for somewhere their widowed 

dependent parents could live and be looked after easily by their families. 

 

The ex-residents of The Cobblers understood that their accommodation was being improved in the 

new build as it was not up to present day standards and that it would remain as somewhere they and 



their age-group could live in the future.  Indeed, residents were even told that it would be possible to 

move back to the accommodation once it had been completed.  As a village, we would like to promote 

this development as accommodation for the elderly in the right location and as detailed in the Slinfold 

Neighbourhood Plan (SNP) which had supporting evidence for this and was agreed by both the village 

and the examiner. 

 

We have the following points/questions: -  

 What was the demand / occupancy rate percentage in the old complex? This had serious 
defects in terms of specification, quality and facilities?  If the 17 units were needed and 
occupied before, when the building was not really fit for purpose, they must still be needed 
now! 

 Rather than dismiss the Housing Needs Survey (HNS) provided as out of date and “is not 
considered to supply particularly relevant data” and therefore irrelevant, in view of the SNP 
expressing a wish for continued elderly provision on this site we would expect an updated 
survey to support HDC’s case as the position taken is contrary to the SNP and indeed the 
needs of the village. 

 The site is referred to as an affordable rented scheme which is unlikely to be suitable for older, 
limited income occupiers.  If some of the units were social rented but restricted to over 55 this 
could provide housing for older people who cannot meet the affordable rent.  

 All of the development sites in the village include an affordable percentage in line with 
government rules.  Only this site and the Crosby Farm site could be considered central to the 
village, close to the shop, pub and bus stops.  For this reason The Cobblers it is the most ideal 
location for an elderly scheme and that is why the SNP stated it should remain as such.  

 We would like to see a suggestion as to how HDC could target this development to the elderly 
in a practical way i.e. meaningful planning conditions. 

 We note that the HDC Housing register already has 65 people over the age of 55 expressing 
a desire to live in Slinfold. 

  
Whilst we appreciate that there may be a housing crisis, we have a number of developments 
underway in what is a small village, all with a percentage of affordable housing, meaning the needs 
of younger people are being met.  On only one of these sites have we asked that it is age-
restricted.  Without the restriction we have lost 17 flats (which feasibly equates to up to 34 people) 
catering for what is recognised as the fastest growing demographic in the UK.  We need to ensure 
that there is adequate provision for the elderly within the heart of the village and this is what the SNP 
aimed to do. 
 
We oppose the current application for the reasons previously stated in our response to the application 
and strongly suggest that Saxon Weald and Horsham District Council need to revisit the plans for the 
allocation of housing in this Slinfold Neighbourhood Plan development.  
 


