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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. This  document forms the Scoping Report of a Sustainability Appraisal incorporating the 
requirements for a Strategic Environmental Assessment of the Slinfold Parish Neighbourhood 
Plan.

1.2. The Neighbourhood Plan will set out the long term vision for the parish up to the period 2031. 
Once adopted, it will become part of the Development Plan and will be a material consideration in 
the determination of planning applications. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
confirms that Neighbourhood Plans will give local communities “The direct power to develop a 
shared vision of their neighbourhood and deliver the sustainable development needed”. 

1.3. A Sustainability Appraisal is  a systematic process to promote sustainable development by 
assessing the extent to which a Plan, when judged against reasonable alternatives, will help to 
achieve relevant environmental, economic and social objectives. It is a process to consider ways 
by which a Plan can contribute to improvements in environmental, social and economic 
conditions, as well as a  means of identifying and mitigating any potential adverse impacts that 
the Plan might otherwise have. By doing so, it can help ensure that the proposals  in the Plan are 
the most appropriate, given the reasonable alternatives. Sustainability Appraisals  are an iterative 
process, informing the development of the Plan.

1.4. There is no legal requirement for a  Neighbourhood Plan to have a Sustainability Appraisal, as  set 
out in Section 19 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. However, in preparing a 
Plan, it is  necessary to demonstrate how the document will contribute to achieving sustainable 
development. On this basis, the National Planning Practice Guidance1(NPPG) notes that a 
Sustainability Appraisal may be a useful approach for doing this.

1.5. A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) involves the evaluation of the environmental impact 
of a Plan or programme. It is a requirement, as  set out in the European Directive 2001/42/EC. It 
has been enacted into UK Law through The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 
Regulations 2004.

1.6. The NPPG notes that where a Neighbourhood Plan could have significant environmental effects, 
it may fall within the scope of The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 
Regulations  2004, and so require a Strategic Environmental Assessment. One of the basic 
conditions that will be tested by the independent Examiner is whether the making of the 
Neighbourhood Plan is  compatible with European Union obligations (including under the 
Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive). 

1.7. Whether a Neighbourhood Plan requires a Strategic Environmental Assessment and, if so, the 
level of detail needed, will depend on what is  proposed in the Neighbourhood Plan. A Strategic 
Environmental Assessment may be required where a Neighbourhood Plan allocates sites for 
development; the neighbourhood area contains  sensitive natural or heritage assets and may be 
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effected by the proposals in the Plan; or the Neighbourhood Plan may have significant 
environmental effects that have not already been considered and dealt with through a 
Sustainability Appraisal of the Local Plan2.

1.8. Having regard to the legislative obligations  and Government guidance, the Parish Council have 
resolved to undertake a Sustainability Appraisal that incorporates a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment. (Where reference is  made in this report to a Sustainability Appraisal, it includes  the 
incorporation of a Strategic Environmental Assessment). The environmental, economic and social 
effects  of the Neighbourhood Plan will therefore be considered through the Sustainability 
Appraisal as an iterative and integral part of the process  of preparing the Neighbourhood Plan. In 
this way, the Neighbourhood Plan will be prepared with the objective of contributing to the 
achievement of sustainable development.

1.9. This  Scoping Report sets  out the context and establishes the baseline of the Sustainability 
Appraisal and sets out the proposed scope and objectives  of the Appraisal. This  report sets out 
the background to the meaning of sustainable development (Chapter 2); details  the vision and 
objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan (Chapter 3); explains the Sustainability Appraisal 
methodology (Chapter 4); identifies relevant policies, Plans, programmes and environmental 
protection objectives (Chapter 5); summarises the evidence baseline information (Chapter 6); 
identifies  issues, problems and trends (Chapter 7); and sets out proposed sustainability 
objectives and indicators (known as the Sustainability Framework) (Chapter 8).

2. WHAT IS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT?

2.1. Achieving sustainable development is at the heart of the preparation of Development Plans, such 
as Neighbourhood Plans  and their subsequent implementation through the Town Planning 
system, including the determination of planning applications.

2.2. International and national bodies have set out the broad principles of sustainable development. 
Regulation 42/187 of the United Nations General Assembly has  defined sustainable development 
as meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to 
meet their own needs.

2.3. The UK Sustainable Development Strategy, Securing the Future, set out five “guiding principles” 
of sustainable development. These are:

• Living Within Environmental Limits - this  means respecting the limits of the Plan, its 
environment, resources and biodiversity, to improve our environment, ensure that the 
natural resources needed for life are unimpaired and remain so for future generations;

• Ensuring a Strong, Healthy and Just Society - this means  meeting the diverse needs  of 
present and future communities, promoting personal wellbeing, social cohesion and 
inclusion, and creating equal opportunities for all;
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• Building a Strong, Stable and Sustainable Economy - this means providing prosperity 
and opportunities for all, and in which environmental and social costs fall on those who 
impose them (the polluter pays), and efficient resource use is incentivised;

• Promoting Good Governance - this means actively promoting effective, participative 
systems  of governance in all levels  of society, engaging people’s  creativity, energy and 
diversity; and 

• Using Sound Science Responsibly - this means ensuring policies are developed and 
implemented on the basis  of strong scientific evidence, whilst taking into account 
scientific uncertainty (through the precautionary principle) as  well as public attitudes and 
values.

2.4. The NPPF sets out that the purpose of the planning system is  to contribute to the achievement of 
sustainable development and policies  in paragraph 18 to 219 of the NPPF, taken as a whole, 
constitute the Government’s  view of what sustainable development in England means in practice 
for the planning system.3

2.5. The NPPF notes  there are 3 dimensions to sustainable development: economic, social and 
environmental 4  and these give rise to the need for the planning system to perform a number of 
roles:

• An Economic Role - contributing to building a strong, responsive and competitive 
economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the right type is  available in the right places 
and at the right time to support growth and innovation; and by identifying and 
coordinating development requirements, including the provision of infrastructure; 

• A Social Role – supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by providing the 
supply of housing required to meet the needs of present and future generations; and by 
creating a high quality built environment, with accessible local services that reflect the 
community’s needs and support its health, social and cultural wellbeing; and 

• An Environmental Role – contributing to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and 
historic environment; and, as part of this, helping to improve biodiversity, use natural 
resources  prudently, minimise waste and pollution, and mitigate and adapt to climate 
change, including moving to a low carbon economy. 

2.6. These roles should not be undertaken in isolation because they are mutually dependent. 
Economic, Social and Environmental gains should be sought jointly and simultaneously through 
the planning system to achieve sustainable development. This  involves seeking positive 
improvements  in the quality of the built, natural and historic environment, as  well as  in people’s 
quality of life. It includes (but is not limited to):

• Making it easier for jobs to be created in cities, towns and villages; 

• Moving from a net loss of biodiversity to achieving net gains for nature; 

• Replacing poor design with better design; 
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• Improving the conditions in which people live, work, travel and take leisure; and 

• Widening the choice of high quality homes 5. 

3. SLINFOLD PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN - VISION & OBJECTIVES

3.1. The Slinfold Neighbourhood Plan is  at an early stage of preparation. Horsham District Council, as 
the Local Planning Authority, approved the designation of the parish (see map at Figure 1) of 
Slinfold as a Neighbourhood Plan Area on 20 May 2014.
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      Figure 1 - Map of Slinfold Neighbourhood Plan Designated Area
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3.2. Early stakeholder engagement with the local community has been undertaken. This  has focused 
on a public consultation exercise that was held at the Slinfold Village Hall on Saturday 9 and 
Monday 11 November 2013. Across the two sessions, 107 residents  attended. This enabled the 
collation of views from local stakeholders on the key issues affecting the future of the village, its 
environment and community.

3.3. Following this, and in light of meetings of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group, this public 
consultation exercise has informed and led to an initial vision and set of objectives  for the parish. 
These may be refined as the Neighbourhood Plan evolves. At present they are:

! ! Vision

“Our vision is to ensure a sustainable rural community for everyone within the parish, 
embracing the countryside whilst providing for the future”.

3.4. In support of this, a series of Objectives have developed. At this time, they are:

• Encourage the development of quality services  and business  opportunities that meet the 
needs  of the local community and protect and enhance the historical and local rural 
environment;

• Provide new and diverse leisure and recreational activities  to promote engagement and 
wellbeing for all generations;

• Encourage new housing development that prioritises the needs  of the community and 
supports the ethos of rural living;

• Retain a village character with its individual vernacular, setting and green landscape.

4. SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL METHODOLOGY

4.1. It is  proposed that the Sustainability Appraisal for the Neighbourhood Plan is  undertaken 
following the broad guidance set out for the Strategic Environmental Assessment process. The 
NPPG6 summarises the Strategic Environmental Assessment process in Figure 2.
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4.2. This  report comprises Stage A of the process; setting the context and objectives, establishing the 
baseline and deciding on the scope. There are 5 elements of this stage, as detailed below 7.

Stage A1 - Identifying Other Relevant Plans, Programmes And Environmental Protection 
Objectives - The Neighbourhood Plan is  influenced in various  ways by other plans, programmes 
and external environmental protection objectives, such as those laid down in policies  or 
legislation. These relationships enable the Parish Council to take advantage of potential synergies 
and to deal with any inconsistencies or constraints. A number of these issues are already dealt 
with in other Plans and programmes. Government Guidance7 makes clear that where this  occurs, 
they need not be addressed further in the Neighbourhood Plan. Where significant tensions  or 
inconsistencies arise, the Guidance suggests it would be helpful to consider principles of 
precedence between levels or types  of Plan, relative timing, the degree to which the Plans, 
programmes  and objectives accord with current policy and legal requirements, and the extent of 
any environmental assessments which have already been conducted.

Stage A2 - Collecting Baseline Information - This  provides the basis for predicting and 
monitoring environmental effects  and helps to identify relevant problems  and alternative ways of 
dealing with them. Both qualitative and quantitative information is  used. The purpose of the 
information is to enable an assessment of the current situation and trends that exist, particularly 
sensitive or important elements of the parish that might be affected, the nature of the problems 
and whether it would be possible to mitigate these. The Guidance notes that, whilst in theory, 
collection of baseline information could go on indefinitely, a practical approach is essential and 
therefore it is not expected to be possible to obtain all relevant information in the first SEA of a 
Plan.

Stage A3 - Identifying Sustainability Issues and Problems - Identifying such issues  and 
problems  is  an opportunity to define and improve the Sustainability Appraisal objectives. Whilst 
the Parish Council will be aware of many issues and problems that are faced within the 
Neighbourhood Plan area, the Sustainability Appraisal process seeks to build on the evidence 
identified in baseline information, together with experience identified in other existing policies, 
Plans and programmes, and in light of any feedback coming forward through consultation, both 
at the Scoping Report stage and subsequent consultation stages of the Plan preparation.

Stage A4 - Developing the Sustainability Appraisal Framework - The Sustainability Appraisal 
objectives, targets and indicators are used to consider the effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
against reasonable alternatives. They serve a different purpose from the objectives  of the Plan 
itself, although in some cases  they may overlap. The Sustainability Appraisal is used to show 
whether the objectives of the Plan contribute to the aim of sustainable development, comprising 
its  three limbs. The objectives are derived from established law, policy or other Plans, from a 
review of baseline information and the sustainability issues and problems that have been 
identified. 
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The objectives are typically expressed in the form of targets, the achievement of which is 
measurable using indicators. These can be revised as baseline information is collected and 
the issues and problems are identified.

Stage A5 - Consulting on the Scope of the Sustainability Appraisal - The Parish Council 
must seek the views of the Consultation Bodies on the scope and level of detail of the 
Sustainability Appraisal. Consultation at this  stage helps to ensure that the Appraisal will be 
robust enough to support the Plan during the latter stages of full public consultation. 
Government Guidance notes that it may also be useful to consult other organisations and 
individuals concerned at this  stage, to obtain information and opinions. It is  up to the Parish 
Council to determine how best to approach the consultation bodies, but it is recommended 
that the key elements  to include are the baseline information and objectives. The formal 
consultation bodies are Natural England, English Heritage and the Environment Agency.8

5. STAGE A1 - IDENTIFYING OTHER RELEVANT POLICIES, PLANS & 
PROGRAMMES, AND SUSTAINABILITY OBJECTIVES

5.1. Paragraph 8 of Schedule 4B  of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as  amended) sets out 
the basic conditions  which the Neighbourhood Plan must comply with. These include at 
paragraph 8(2) that the Neighbourhood Plan meets the basic conditions if, amongst other things, 
it has regard to National Planning Policies, contributes  to the achievement of sustainable 
development and is in general conformity with strategic policies contained in the Development 
Plan. 

5.2. At this stage, the strategic policies  of the Development Plan are principally those contained within 
the Horsham Local Development Framework Core Strategy 2007. More recently, the District 
Council has  been preparing a new District Planning Framework. The proposed Submission 
Version was published in May 2014 and submitted to the Secretary of State in August 2014 for 
independent Examination. This  took place in November 2014. This emerging Development Plan 
Document is accompanied by a Sustainability Appraisal. This document9  reviews  all relevant 
policy, programmes, strategies  and guidance, which have influenced the evolution of this 
Development Plan Document. The Neighbourhood Plan will need to be in general conformity with 
this higher tier document if it is  adopted prior to the Neighbourhood Plan and in any event has 
close regard to it at this stage. On this basis, it is  not proposed to appraise documents that have 
already been reviewed by that process. This  approach is  in accordance with the Government’s 
Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive10.

5.3. A full list of relevant plans, policies  and programmes that will be considered and influence the 
content of the Slinfold Parish Neighbourhood Plan are set out at Appendix A. A summary of the 
key Plans and programmes influencing the Neighbourhood Plan is  identified below, together with 
their main objectives. 
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5.4. National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) - this sets  out the Government’s planning policies 
for England and how they are expected to be applied. At its  heart is  a presumption in favour of 
sustainable development, which should be seen as the ‘golden thread’ running through both 
plan-making and decision-taking. This  comprises  the three limbs  of economic, social and 
environmental, and involves  seeking positive improvements  in the quality of the built, natural and 
historic environment, as well as in people’s  quality of life. For Neighbourhood Planning, it means 
that neighbourhoods should, amongst other things, develop Plans  that support the strategic 
development needs set out in Local Plans, including policies  for housing and economic 
development; and plan positively to support local development, shaping and directing 
development in their area that is outside of the strategic elements of the Local Plan.

5.5. Horsham District Local Development Framework Core Strategy (2007) - this  sets  out the key 
elements of the planning framework for the district, primarily over the period to the end of March 
2018, but with a view to providing the basis for longer term spatial strategy within which the 
economic, social and environmental needs  of the district can be met. It seeks to ensure the 
district continues  to experience a high quality environment and its level of distinctiveness is 
recognised and promoted. The intrinsic character of the district is essentially rural in nature with 
one major town and an established pattern of smaller towns, villages and hamlets, and this will 
be maintained whilst recognising there will be a need for some change, particularly in respect of 
the growth of Crawley and Horsham Town. It notes  the majority of the district will not be the main 
focus for change and development but will still need to be the focus of economic vitality and 
appropriate small scale development where this  would reinforce the distinctive local character 
and meet identified needs.

5.6. Horsham District Planning Framework - Proposed Submission (May 2014) - this  seeks to 
guide development in the district up to the period 2031. The Plan notes that there is  a vibrant 
economy that recognises both the wider context of the South Downs National Park and the 
Gatwick Diamond. It seeks  to build upon the established transport connections and niche market 
offer within the district to retain the unique historical and cultural market town character of 
Horsham, and also for the district to retain its remote but not isolated rural identity, with villages 
retaining their separate, distinctive and varied characters, accommodating appropriate 
development for local people and supporting the community. It also recognises the rich heritage 
and high quality natural environment and significant contribution this  makes to the overall 
attractiveness, economic competitiveness  and identity of the district and promotes the concept 
of close links with the South Downs National Park Authority. The ecological resources of the area 
will be maintained and enhanced, together with the historical and cultural character of the built 
environment, green spaces and landscapes.

6. STAGE A2 - COLLECTING BASELINE INFORMATION 

6.1. In order to be able to identify the impact the Neighbourhood Plan will have on sustainable 
development, it is important to have an understanding of the baseline conditions that exist within 
the parish and the trends that may continue if there were no Neighbourhood Plan prepared.

Scoping Report for Sustainability Appraisal
Page 9   



6.2. Baseline data has  been obtained from a variety of sources, including census data, environmental 
designations and an analysis of the evidence base that has been prepared and collated to 
support the development of the Neighbourhood Plan.

6.3. The information has been structured using a series of topics, which are predominantly influenced 
and derived from those set out in the SEA Regulations 2004, in particular Schedule 2.

! General Parish Characteristics

6.4. Slinfold Parish is  located west of both Horsham and Broadbridge Heath. It is  to the north of Five 
Oaks and south-east of Rudgwick and Bucks  Green. The A29 runs through the parish in a broadly 
southwest-northeast direction, from Billingshurst to the south, to connect to the A281 toward the 
northern end of the parish. The A281 runs  through the northern end of the parish in a broadly 
east-west direction, which connects  Horsham and Broadbridge Heath with Guildford. The A264 
runs  north-east from Five Oaks to Broadbridge Heath and defines  the south-east boundary of the 
parish. The A24 lies  a short way to the east of the parish boundary, and runs  from Worthing to the 
west of Horsham, to connect to Dorking and Leatherhead.

6.5. The primary settlement of the parish is Slinfold, located broadly centrally within the parish area. 
This  includes a historic village centre, with more modern residential development primarily to the 
south. To the southwest of the village are two employment areas. A former railway line, now in 
use as a Public Right of Way, known as the Downs  Link, runs  through the parish in a broadly 
east-west direction, a short way to the south of the village centre.

6.6. It is a predominantly rural parish, that in total extends to some 16.95sq kms (6.54sq miles).

6.7. It is bordered to the west and northwest by Rudgwick Parish, to the northeast by Warnham 
Parish, to the east by Broadbridge Heath Parish, to the southeast by Itchingfield Parish, and to 
the southwest by Billingshurst Parish.

! Social Characteristics - Population

6.8. The census  data from 2011 shows  that the total population for the parish was  2,055. This was  a 
rise of 408 people from 2001 (24.77%). A total of 48.2% (990) were male, whilst 51.81% (1,065) 
were female. The total population represents a density of some 1.2 persons per hectare.

6.9. The age structure comprises:

• 414 persons aged between 0-17; 
• 605 persons aged between 18-44; 
• 647 persons aged between 45-64; and 
• 389 persons aged 65 and over. 

6.10. At the time of the census, there were a total of 789 households  (at least 1 person occupying at 
the time of the census). This comprised a mix of:

• 224 x 1-person households; 
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• 287 x 2-person households; 
• 116 x 3-person households; 
• 118 x 4-person households; 
• 34 x 5-person households; 
• 9 x 6-person households;
• 0 x 7-person households; 
• 1 x 8+ person households.

6.11. A total of 1,851 persons  lived in households providing an average household size in the parish of 
2.35 persons. 

! Social Characteristics - Housing

6.12. There were a total of 819 dwellings, of which 789 were occupied. This comprised:

• Detached dwellings - 418;
• Semi-Detached - 153;
• Terraced - 86
• Flat/Maisonette - 110
• Flat/Maisonette in converted or shared house - 26;
• Flat/Maisonette in commercial building - 11;
• Caravan/mobile home - 15. 

6.13. Of the 789 occupied households, 274 were owned outright; 248 were owned with a mortgage; 10 
were in shared ownership, 147 were socially rented; 61 were privately rented; 30 were privately 
rented through other means; and 19 were rent free. 

6.14. The size of the properties were:

• 10 - 1 room; 
• 37 - 2 rooms; 
• 70 - 3 rooms; 
• 102 - 4 rooms; 
• 104 - 5 rooms; 
• 109 - 6 rooms; 
• 86 - 7 rooms; 
• 71 - 8 rooms; and 
• 200 - 9+ rooms.

6.15. The number of bedrooms in each property were:

• No bedrooms - 4;
• 1 bedroom - 115;
• 2 bedrooms - 154;
• 3 bedrooms - 227;
• 4 bedrooms - 155;
• 5+ bedrooms - 134.

6.16. Having regard to the comparative value of the properties, they were categorised under the 
following Council Tax bands (806): 
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• Council Tax Band A - 57; 
• Council Tax Band B - 108;
• Council Tax Band C - 76;
• Council Tax Band D - 106;
• Council Tax Band E - 95;
• Council Tax Band F - 96;
• Council Tax Band G - 212;
• Council Tax Band H - 56.

6.17. The census indicated there were a total of 1,428 cars owned by residents  within the parish. 
Ownership per household was as follows:

• Houses with no cars - 77
• Houses with 1 car - 250;
• Houses with 2 cars - 307;
• Houses with 3 cars - 98;
• Houses with 4+ cars - 57.

! Social Characteristics - Human Health

6.18. Health characteristics  are available at district level. These show that overall, the health of the 
population of people living in Horsham District is  better than the England average. Life 
expectancy for both men and women is higher than the England average. However there is 
disparity across  the district with life expectancy 5.5 years lower for men and 7.1 years lower for 
women in the most deprived areas of Horsham than in the least deprived areas. 

6.19. In terms of life expectancy and causes of death, all indices are significantly better than the 
England average, with the exception of infant mortality, which is not significantly different from 
the England average; and those killed and seriously injured on roads and excess winter deaths, 
which are significantly worse than the England average. 

6.20. In terms  of disease and poor health, all indices are better than the England average, with the 
exception of malignant melanoma, which is not significantly different from the England average. 

6.21. In terms of adults’ health and lifestyle, all indices  are significantly better than the England 
average, with the exception of excess weight in adults, which is  not significantly different from the 
England average. 

6.22. In terms of children and young peoples’ health, all indices are significantly better than the 
England average, with the exception of alcohol-specific hospital stays for under-18s, which is  not 
significantly different from the England average.

! Social Characteristics - Deprivation

6.23. The Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) is a composite indicator used to compare deprivation by 
reference to a wide number of factors, including employment, income, health, education/training, 
barriers  to housing, crime and living environment. The IMD is expressed as a comparison to the 
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rest of England, and also as a comparison to the rest of Horsham district. IMDs  are subdivided 
into Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs) and based on a range of indicators  which reveal if an 
LSOA suffers from “multiple” deprivation issues.

6.24. If an area has low overall deprivation, this does not suggest it has  no deprivation issues but that 
broadly there is  not a  multiple range of deprivation issues. It is  not a measure of wealth, but a 
measure of deprivation. An area which has  low deprivation will not necessarily be a wealthy area, 
whilst conversely an area of higher deprivation will not necessarily be a poor area. The LSOAs are 
not of uniform size and they cover an area of population, not geographic size.

6.25. There were 32,482 LSOAs in England in 2010, with 1 being the most deprived and 32,482 being 
the least deprived. LSOAs have an approximate population of 1,500 people. 

6.26. The South East of England contains the second lowest number of the most deprived LSOAs and 
the highest number of the least deprived LSOAs. West Sussex is  one of the least deprived higher 
level Authorities, being ranked 132nd out of 152 upper tier Authorities. Horsham District is  one of 
the least deprived districts  in England, being the 24th least deprived Local Authority. It contains 
no LSOAs in the most deprived 30%. Conversely, it contains 44 that are in the least deprived 
20%. Of this figure, 17 are in the least deprived 5%.

6.27. Slinfold Parish is covered by a single LSOA, that follows the parish boundary. It has an overall 
ranking of 17,336, making it in the least deprived 50%.

6.28. The assessment of deprivation for an LSOA is comprised of individual rankings, which are 
weighted and combined to produce the overall result. Those relating to the LSOA covering 
Slinfold Parish has the following rankings:

• Income - 18,636 (least deprived 45%);
• Employment - 13,884 (most deprived 40%);
• Health - 22,432 (least deprived 35%);
• Education and training - 28,053 (least deprived 15%);
• Barriers to housing/services - 2,370 (most deprived 10%);
• Crime - 28,274 (least deprived 15%)
• Living environment - 14,421 (most deprived 40%).

6.

6.29. In addition to the above categories that are used to comprise the “overall” ranking there are a 
further 2 categories  that relate to elderly and child deprivation that do not contribute towards the 
ranking calculation. These are:

• Elderly deprivation - 20372 (least deprived 40%);
• Child deprivation - 19599 (least deprived 40%).

6.30. Many Local Authorities consider the lower 30% of rankings indicate an appreciable issue with 
deprivation. For Slinfold Parish, there is  one measure that scores particularly poorly, and this is 
barriers  to housing services. This falls  within the most deprived 8% of England. This is a 
significant problem, but not uncommon for rural areas. It is  likely to be as a result of the 
reasonably isolated geography and limited size of the parish.
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6.31. Two other measures are within the bottom half of LSOA rankings. They are employment, and 
living environment. The employment measures relate to those in work, able to find work, quality 
of work and access  to work. The living environment measures  relate to the quality of dwellings, 
lack of central heating, air quality and traffic accidents.

6.32. On all other measures, Slinfold ranks above average to high with education and training, and 
crime, ranking particularly highly.

6.33. Aside from barriers to housing services, Slinfold does not show any significant signs of 
deprivation. Comparative to the remainder of Horsham district, the LSOA for the parish ranks low, 
with only 8 LSOAs  in Horsham district being ranked below this. These include Horsham Town (4 
LSOAs), North Billingshurst and Five Oaks rural hinterland, north of Pulborough, East Storrington/
West Upper Beeding and Central Upper Beeding, and rural hinterland. Comparatively therefore, 
the Slinfold LSOA is more deprived than some other parts  of Horsham district. However, it should 
be noted that Horsham is one of the least deprived Local Authorities in the country.

6.34. The IMD data for the parish, relative to the district and England, is shown below on Figure 3.

Figure 3 - IMD data

! Environmental Characteristics - Biodiversity, Flora And Fauna
6.

6.35. The parish supports a wide variety of plant and animal life and habitats, including arable, 
woodland, hedgerows, grassland, as well as rivers and associated environments. Buildings  within 
the parish are also capable of providing a habitat to the wide variety of wildlife.

6.36. There is  1 Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) within the parish, located a short way to the 
northeast of the village.  This is known as the Slinfold Stream and Quarry SSSI.
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6.37. There are numerous  pockets of defined Ancient and Semi-Natural Woodland within the parish. 
These include Town house Copse within the north of the parish; Theale Copse, Birch Copse, 
Rogerspool Copse, Timehill Copse, Garden Copse and Millmead Copse to the northeast of the 
parish; Eastedfield Wood and Chafers Copse and Hayeshill Copse to the south; parts of 
Tittlesfold Copse to the west; and parts of Whales Copse and Pondtail Copse to the northwest.

! Environmental Characteristics - Landscape, Soil And Geology

6.38. The District Council commissioned a Landscape Character Assessment, published in October 
2003. This  identified 32 separate landscape characters across  the district. A total of 6 cover the 
parish of Slinfold. The 3 main areas are G3 - Slinfold and Five Oaks  Wooded Farmlands, G2 - 
Itchingfield and Barn Green Wooded Farmland; and P1 - Upper Arun Valley. The three smaller 
character areas comprise I1 - Rowhook and Rudgwick Wooded Ridge; K2 - Warnham and 
Faygate Vale; and H1 - Southwater and Christ’s Hospital. 

6.39. The Slinfold and Five Oaks Wooded Farmlands cover the western part of the parish. It is an area 
that lies on the Weald clay and is dominated by the enclosing presence of woodlands around 
small irregular pastures. Gentle undulations  are created by small streams cutting through the clay. 
Many small historic farmsteads are dispersed along winding lanes  and tracks and moated 
farmsteads are an occasional distinctive feature. Much of the area has  a strongly rural character, 
although around the A29 road corridor, there are some suburban influences. Overall, the 
landscape condition is  considered to be good with an overall high sensitivity to change, due to its 
many landscape qualities, and rural character. Key sensitivities are defined as further expansion 
of horse paddocks, large scale housing/commercial development, increase in flights from 
Gatwick and cumulative impact of small scale change. 

6.40. The Itchingfield and Barn Green Wooded Farmlands cover the south central part of the parish. It 
is a relatively hilly, Low Weald landform, underlain by Weald clay. It comprises a series of low 
ridges aligned north to south, cut through by small streams that drain to the Adur and Arun. The 
linear field patterns and woodland blocks in the valleys are particularly distinctive. There is a 
strong sense of enclosure in the landscape, although occasional long views open up southwards 
towards  the scarp of the Downs. Modern suburban influences are noticeable in the north. Overall, 
the landscape condition is  considered to be declining with moderate sensitivity to change due to 
the moderate intrinsic landscape qualities  and the extent of change that has already affected the 
area. Key sensitivities are defined as large scale developments, and further small scale 
incremental erosion of character (e.g. introduction of suburban features).

6.41. The Upper Arun Valley runs along the northern fringes of the parish before splitting to head 
northeast and then southeast, incorporating the area around the eastern part of the parish, 
adjoining Broadbridge Heath. The character area includes the upper reaches  of the Arun from 
Pulborough northwards  and its  main tributaries of North River and Boldings  Brook. It notes that 
throughout they meander through relatively narrow valleys with gently to strongly undulating 
valley sides. Occasional curving strips  of woodland are a feature of the valley sides while 
seasonally flooded wet pastures occur on the valley floor. It notes there is  very little settlement 
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apart from small scattered farmhouses, except in the north around Rookwood Park and Tower 
Hill. There are few roads that cross the rivers, although those that do are busy in nature. As a 
result, the area has  a mostly unspoilt rural character with only limited visual and noise intrusion 
around Horsham. The overall landscape condition is good, with some local areas of decline and 
unspoilt character in the Horsham area, with an overall high sensitivity to change, reflecting the 
many landscape qualities  of the area, visual prominence and some valley sides. Key sensitivities 
are defined as any development that would damage the integrity of the valley floors, any large 
scale development on valley sides, unsympathetic flood defences, change in agricultural 
practices, such as pasture improvement and land drainage, and localised increases in horse 
paddocks.

6.42. The Rowhook and Rudgwick Wooded Ridge is predominantly located to the north of the parish 
but includes a small area of the parish at its north end, bounded to either side by the River Arun 
and its tributary, North River. Overall, the area has  a very strong structure of large woodlands, 
hedgerows and shaws, which wrap over the undulating ridges of Weald clay. It notes that 
pastures are sometimes entirely enclosed by woodland and shaws, with very sinuous  boundaries. 
Other areas  are hedged with standard Oaks. It notes that much of the landscape has  a parkland 
and estate farmland character and there is a general lack of settlement, apart from a few ridge-
top valleys  and hamlets linked by narrow lanes. Overall, the landscape condition is  good, albeit 
there are some local areas  of decline, for example the mineral extraction and undistinguished 
modern housing near Rudgwick. The area overall has  a high sensitivity to change, reflecting its 
many intrinsic qualities. Key sensitivities are loss  of parkland features, such as parkland 
specimen trees and tree belts, etc, and cumulative impact of small scale change.

6.43. The Warnham and Faygate Vale is  predominantly located to the northeast of the parish but 
includes a small area of the parish at its northeastern corner, broadly northwest of Broadbridge 
Heath. It is  bordered to the north, west and south by the River Arun and its tributary, North River. 
Overall, the area comprises a narrow vale of Weald clay, with medium to large scale field pattern 
of mainly arable farmland. The traditional hedgerow field pattern has  become fragmented or lost, 
and only small isolated patches of woodland occur. Much of the area retains  a low density 
settlement pattern, with a few scattered farmsteads and small hamlets. It notes  in the south, 
significant large scale urban development around Broadbridge Heath has eroded the character. 
Major road and rail routes truncate the area and there is localised intrusion from sand and gravel 
works. It notes the large areas  of historic parkland at Warnham, with its  prominent tree clumps 
and grassland, extensive boundary tree belts and avenue tree features  provide a distinct contrast 
to the west of the character area. Overall the landscape condition is considered to be declining, 
locally poor, due to intensive arable agriculture, visual and noise intrusion of major traffic routes 
and the visual impact of industrial/retail areas  in the Broadbridge Heath area. Overall the area has 
a moderate sensitivity to change, reflecting its mostly moderate inter-visibility and only moderate 
intrinsic landscape qualities. Key sensitivities  are large scale commercial development, minor and 
major road improvements and any change that would result in the loss  of existing woodlands, 
hedgerow and hedgerow trees, or historic parkland.
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6.44. The Southwater and Christ’s  Hospital area is  predominantly located to the southeast of the 
parish. It incorporates a small area in the southeast part of the parish and is bordered to the 
northeast by the watercourse of the River Arun, and to the north and west by the Itchingfield and 
Barn Green Wooded Farmlands character area. The overall character of the area comprises a low 
ridge and plateau, overlaying Weald clay and Horsham stone, with the prominent knoll of 
Sharpenhurst Hill. It notes that in contrast to other areas of wooded farmlands  around it, the area 
has a relatively open character. Extensive views across  are possible in the north, where many 
hedgerows and woodlands have been lost, and Christ’s  Hospital is  an important landmark and a 
dominating visual presence set in attractive grounds. Overall, the landscape condition is  declining 
due to loss  of woodlands and hedgerows  and the overall sensitivity to change is moderate, 
reflecting moderate intrinsic landscape qualities and moderate inter-visibility. Key sensitivities are 
defined as small scale incremental change and further decline in tradition land management. 

6.45. More recently, the District Council have commissioned a Landscape Capacity Assessment. The 
final report of this  was  published in April 2014. This is  not a Landscape Character Assessment, 
but rather a Landscape Capacity Assessment. As noted in paragraph 1.6 of the final report, the 
key objectives  are to provide an assessment of the landscape capacity of the land around 
existing Category 1 and Category 2 settlements 11, to accommodate housing and employment 
development, and identify areas where new development could best be accommodated without 
unacceptable adverse landscape and visual impacts. 

6.46. It is  pertinent to note that, as  such, this  assessment had regard only to land immediately around 
the periphery of the settlement of Slinfold. This is  a Category 2 settlement and the only 
categorised settlement within the parish. 

6.47. Paragraph 1.7 of the report sought to emphasise that the scope of the study was  to assess 
landscape capacity only and that the overall suitability of the site for development would depend 
on a range of other considerations, noted as including access, infrastructure, constraints, other 
environmental considerations including flood risk, ecology, heritage and archaeology and air 
quality.

6.48. The study considered that the landscape around the village is characterised by an undulating 
landscape of fields  and woodland. It noted that the overall assessment area covered land mainly 
within the approximate Zone of Visual Influence of the village, although land to the east was 
included in the study, and the hedgerow/shaw on the east of the village is  a more limited physical 
barrier to development than is present around other settlements in the study. It noted land at 
Madywell Avenue Industrial Estate/Business Park had been excluded as the land was developed 
and operational. It noted that there were 6 distinctive landscape study areas identified The extent 
and boundaries of these are detailed on the plan at Figure 4. 
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6.49. Landscape Study Area SF1 relates to land contained by Downslink to the south, Stane Street to 
the West and the built-up edge of Slinfold to the north and east. The report notes that key 
landscape features and qualities in this area are very sensitive to housing development. The rural 
character of this area, together with its important contribution to the setting of Slinfold, together 
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with the high-moderate, high visual sensitivity result in a low/no capacity for small scale housing 
development. 

6.50. Landscape Study Area SF2 relates  to land on the northwestern periphery of the village, and to the 
east of Stane Street. The report notes that some landscape features  and qualities are sensitive to 
housing development and the moderate/high visual sensitivity, together with the rural character of 
the area, and its proximity to the Conservation Area, given the area a low-moderate capacity for 
small scale housing development.

6.51. Landscape Study Area SF3 relates to land to the north of the existing built-up edge of the village. 
The report notes  there are some landscape features and qualities of this  area that are sensitive to 
housing development and the high visual sensitivity of the area, attractive views and proximity to 
the Conservation Area mean it has a no/low capacity for small scale housing development.

6.52. Landscape Study Area SF4 relates to land to the north and northeast of the recreation ground. 
The report notes  the fairly high visual sensitivity of the landscape area, together with its partial 
contribution to settlement setting results in a low-moderate assessment of capacity for small 
scale housing development.

6.53. Landscape Study Area SF5 relates  to 2 land parcels  either side of the Downslink. The northern 
parcel is  located north of Downslink and south of the residential development on Six Acres. The 
southern parcel is located south of Downslink and to the east of Hayes Lane. The report notes 
that the many landscape features and qualities of the area are sensitive to housing development 
and the moderate-high landscape sensitivity and visual sensitivity and the proximity of the 
Downslink means there is  a low-moderate assessment of capacity for small scale development. It 
notes that development close to the Downslink could erode its amenity value as a long distance 
countryside route.

6.54. Landscape Study Area SF6 relates to land on the eastern fringes  of the village, to the north of the 
Downslink and south of Lyons Road. The report notes  only a  few landscape features  and qualities 
in this  area are sensitive to development, and as  a result the low-moderate landscape character 
sensitivity and low-moderate landscape value, means  it is considered the area has a moderate-
high capacity for small scale housing development. The report nonetheless notes that it would 
breach a well established existing wooded boundary to the village and the risk of an impression 
of an incursion into open countryside. As a result, it would be essential for a substantial new 
wooded boundary to be established on the eastern boundary of any new development.

! Environmental Characteristics - Heritage Assets

6.55. There are a total of 59 Listed Buildings  within the parish of Slinfold, all of which are Grade II 
Listed. The highest concentration of these is within the historic core of the village focused on The 
Street. This includes the Parish Church of St Peter. 
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6.56. The historic core of the village is also a designated Conservation Area (see Figure 5). Beyond this, 
there are a  group of 3 listed buildings at Slinfold Manor, which includes  the main property, the 
gates, gate piers linking the balustrading and ramped wall to the southwest of the manor, and the 
gazebo to the southeast of the main building.

6.57. There are 2 Scheduled Ancient Monuments  within the parish. The first comprises a section of 
Stane Street (some 275m in length) located a short way to the north of the intersection of Stane 
Street (A29) with Guildford Road (A281/A29) on the eastern side of Platters Hill Copse. The 
second is located a short way south of this, immediately either side of Stane Street (A29) and is 
known as the Alfoldean Roman site. This  SAM comprises  a Roman mansio, surviving as 
earthworks  and below ground remains. These were substantial, mostly masonry buildings of 
varying size and plan, providing facilities, including accommodation and stabling for travellers 
associated with the provincial postal service of Roman Britain.

! Environmental Characteristics - Air Quality And Climate

6.58. Air quality within the parish is generally very good, reflecting its  relatively low population and rural 
nature. There are no Air Quality Management Areas (AQMA) within the parish. There are 2 known 
AQMAs  within the wider district; the first at the A272, High Street at Cowfold, some way to the 
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southeast of the parish; and the second at the A283, High Street/Manleys Hill in Storrington 
(some way to the south). 

6.59. The climate of the parish is  generally temperate. Average temperatures in January vary from an 
average low of 2 degrees Centigrade to an average high of 8 degrees, which increases to a peak 
in July and August, where the average low is  12 degrees and the average high is 23 degrees. 
Rainfall is relatively consistent throughout the year, with circa 10 average rain days per month. 
Peak rainfall is in November and January, at circa 65mm for the month, with a low in May of circa 
20mm12.

! Environmental Characteristics - Water & Flooding

6.60. There are a number of watercourses that run through the parish. These are principally the upper 
reaches  of the River Arun and its  associated tributaries, including North River. The upper reaches 
of the Arun flow into the parish from the east, immediately south of Broadbridge Heath, and travel 
in a broadly northwesterly direction. The North River enters the parish from the north and flows 
broadly southwesterly before joining the Arun. The river then flows in a westerly direction, through 
the northern edge of the parish.

6.61. The Environment Agency indicative Flood Map and the District Council’s Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment identify these two watercourses and their margins  as within Flood Zones 2 and 3. 
They also identify a pocket of land a short way to the east of the built-up area of Slinfold, either 
side of Lyons Road, as falling within Flood Zones 2 and 3. This  area extends in a narrow corridor 
north, to connect into the main water course of the upper reaches of the Arun (see Figure 6).
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! Economic Characteristics - Employment

6.62. The 2011 Census  reveals that the number of residents  of working age (16-74) was 1,512. Of this 
figure, 983 (65.01%) were economically active, and 529 (34.99%) were economically inactive. 

6.63. Of those that were economically active, the split in roles is as follows:  

• 194 - employed part time;
• 517 - employed full time; 
• 212 - self employed; 
• 36 - unemployed; and 
• 24 - economically active full time students. 

6.64. Of those who were economically active, they indicated their jobs were as follows:

• Managers, Directors, senior officials - 147;

• Professional occupations - 159;
• Associate professional and technical occupations - 147;

• Admin and Secretarial occupations - 87;
• Skilled traders - 128;
• Caring, Leisure and Service - 119;

• Sales and Customer Service - 42;
• Process, Plant and Machine Operatives - 47;

• Elementary occupations - 68.

6.65. Those who were economically inactive indicated they were:

• Retired - 229;
• Looked after the family/home - 80; 
• Long term sick/disabled - 120;

• Economically inactive full time students - 68;
• Economically inactive for other reasons - 32.

6.66. A total of 1,689 residents were aged 16 and over and indicated their qualifications  were as 
follows:

• No qualifications - 369;
• Highest qualification Level 1 (CSE/O Level/GCSE) - 200;

• Highest qualification Level 2 (5 or more GCSEs/1 A Level) - 257;
• Highest qualification Apprenticeship - 39;
• Highest qualification Level 3 and 4 (2+ A Levels/Degree/Masters/Top NVQ Grade/ Top 

Diplomas/BTEC National/Professional Qualifications) - 763;
• Other qualifications - 61.
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6.67. The parish has  2 main employment centres, both located on the southern fringes of Slinfold. 
These are the Spring Copse Business Park, located and immediately south of the Downslink and 
east of Stane Street (A29) and the Maydwell Avenue Business Park, located south of the 
Downslink and west of the houses  fronting Hayes Lane, but accessed via Madywell Avenue and 
its junction onto Stane Street (A29). 

6.68. In addition to this, the Lyons  Farm Industrial Estate is located on the eastern fringes  of the parish, 
close to the junction of Lyons Road with Five Oaks  Road (A264). The Bramble Hill Farm is also 
located on the southeastern edge of the parish, on the north side of the A264, a short way 
southwest of its junction with Bashurst Hill. Collectively these provide significant floor space and 
job opportunities and a range of employment types. 

6.69. Elsewhere, economically active residents  either commute out of the parish, work from home, 
have a land use based profession within the immediate locality, or work from other individual 
business premises. 

! Economic Characteristics - Material Assets

6.70. Whilst the parish is  rural, it nonetheless benefits from a range of material assets. Slinfold Village 
benefits from a primary school, village hall, village shop (incorporating post office), Church of 
England Church and United Reform Chapel, Public House, together with recreation ground 
incorporating sports pitches, sports pavilion, equipped children’s play space and tennis courts.

6.71. The Downslink runs through the parish in a  broadly east-west direction, passing along the 
southern edge of the main built-up area of the village, and immediately to the north of the two 
main industrial areas. This  is a Public Right of Way constructed on a former railway line that links 
to the wider Public Right of Way network. A short way to the west of the village and on the west 
side of Stane Street (A29) is the Slinfold Golf and Country Club.

6.72. In addition to this, the parish benefits from a wide range of sports and leisure clubs and societies. 
These include football, cricket, tennis short map bowls. Youth groups include Beavers, Cubs 
Scouts, Junior Tennis, Junior Cricket and Parish Council funded Youth Scheme. There are 
church-related organisations  such as  Mothers  Union and Bell-Ringers, and other leisure clubs/ 
societies such as Sheltered Housing, Parish Cottages, Neighbourhood Watch, Horticultural 
Society, Horse Group, Royal British Legion, Concert Band, Village Minibus, Nursing Association, 
Pre-School Welcomers and Womens Institute.

7. STAGE A3 - IDENTIFY SUSTAINABILITY ISSUES AND PROBLEMS

7.1. Following the identification of relevant plans, policies and programmes and baseline information, 
the key sustainability issues for the parish can be identified. In producing these, regard has  been 
had to the key sustainability issues  identified by Horsham District Council in the preparation of 
their District Planning Framework, together with the feedback secured from early stakeholder 
engagement to the Neighbourhood Plan process. 
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7.2. Set out below is a summary of the key issues which must be considered in the preparation of the 
Neighbourhood Plan, together with a summary of the effects  that may result without the Plan 
being prepared.

Challenges Facing Slinfold Parish Effects without the Neighbourhood Plan 

Meeting the housing needs of the parish. Reliance on district level policies may not strike the 
necessary balance between meeting the housing 
needs of the parish and respecting environmental 
constraints.

Meeting affordable housing needs within the parish. Inability to make effective provision of appropriate 
levels and location of affordable housing.

Barriers to access community services and 
infrastructure.

Inability to ensure provision of requisite level of 
community facilities and services.

Protecting rural character of the parish. Reliance on higher tier policies may not provide 
adequate protection and control over future 
development.

Need to maintain separation and parish identify, 
separate from Horsham/Broadbridge Heath/Wickhurst 
Green.

Reliance on district level planning policy may not afford 
adequate consideration and protection to parish 
identity.

Maintaining a balance of employment opportunities 
within the parish.

Reliance on high tier policies may not provide 
adequate protection and control over future uses of 
these areas.

Protection of character and purpose of watercourse and 
flood plains.

Reliance on district level policies may not provide 
adequate protection.

Protection of heritage assets and their settings. Reliance on district level policies may not provide 
adequate protection of heritage assets within the 
parish.

Ensuring highway safety and avoiding congestion. Inability to control and focus development in most 
appropriate locations and deliver highway solutions 
may exacerbate problems.

Improve access by non-car modes of transport, in 
particular walking and cycling.

Inability to deliver development that maximises and 
ensures accessibility by non-car modes of transport.

Retaining existing and providing new and diverse leisure 
and recreational opportunities within the parish.

Reliance on higher tier policies may not provide 
adequate protection or sufficiently facilitate both the 
retention and delivery of new leisure and recreational 
opportunities within the parish.
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7.3. These issues can be summarised within a SWOT analysis of the parish, as detailed below.

      Strengths      Weaknesses

• High quality countryside;

• Peaceful and quiet rural environment;

• Low crime and fear of crime;

• Good biodiversity and flora and fauna;

• Sense of community/neighbourliness; 

• Generally high quality living environment;

• Extensive local employment floor space; 

• High quality heritage assets, including focused within 
historic core of Slinfold, together with 2 Scheduled 
Ancient Monuments;

• Public highway network which helps to limit 
vehicular through traffic in the main built-up part of 
the village;

• Downslink running through the parish, close to the 
main built-up part of the village, providing access to 
public footpath network as an important recreational 
resource.

• Relatively high reliance on the private motor car 
and private transport;

• Current lack of affordable housing;

• Flood risk issues associated with the River Arun 
and its tributaries;

• Urbanising effect on the eastern boundary of the 
village from the expansion of residential 
development close to Horsham, including 
Wyckhurst Green;

• Urbanising effect of the primary roads that run 
through and along the fringes of the parish.

      Opportunities      Threats

• Protect and enhance the countryside within the 
parish;

• Maintain the good health of the majority of the 
parish;

• Enhance biodiversity, flora and fauna;

• Maintain and enhance employment floor space 
provision;

• Maintain and enhance community facilities;

• Maintain separation of Slinfold from development 
beyond its eastern boundary;

• Improve accessibility by non-car modes of transport;

• Improve highway safety conditions;

• Provide required housing, particularly affordable 
housing to meet parish needs;

• Protect and improve the quality of life experienced 
by many residents.

• Urbanising effect of large scale development and 
associated facilities on the eastern edge of the 
parish boundary;

• Pressure of expanding population, including 
beyond the parish boundaries, on the enjoyment 
and use of the rural hinterland of the parish;

• Large scale development undermining the 
character and setting of the village of Slinfold, 
including its heritage assets;

• Impact on watercourse and flood plains;

• Increased pressure on existing services;

• Increasing difficulty of access to affordable 
housing;

• Increased traffic and highway safety difficulties, in 
particular through the centre of the village.
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8. STAGE A4 - DEVELOPING THE SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL FRAMEWORK

8.1. The Sustainability Appraisal will consider the effects of the Neighbourhood Plan against 
reasonable alternatives, using a series of objectives and indicators.

8.2. The Sustainability Appraisal will identify objectives  that cover the 3 limbs of sustainability, i.e. 
Environmental, Social and Economic. These will be capable of being measured against a set of 
indicators. Collectively, the sustainability objectives and the indicators are known as the 
Sustainability Framework. These will be used to ensure that the policy options  selected in the 
Neighbourhood Plan contribute to the overarching aim of sustainable development.

8.3. It is  proposed that the performance of the policy options  are measured against the objectives  as 
follows:

	 	 Major Positive/Minor Positive/Neutral/Minor Negative/Major Negative/Uncertain

8.4. The sustainability objectives  have been informed by an appraisal of the identification of other 
relevant policies, Plans, programmes and environmental protection objectives, the collection of 
baseline information, and the identification of sustainability issues  and problems. The latter have 
in part, been established from the results  of the initial evidence gathering and stakeholder 
engagement and with regard to the Sustainability Framework of the emerging Horsham District 
Planning Framework. 

8.5. Based on this, the sustainability objectives and indicators (the Sustainability Framework) of the 
Slinfold Parish Neighbourhood Plan are as follows:

! Environmental - Objective 1 - Countryside

8.6. To conserve and enhance the rural character of the parish.
! Indicators

• Number of new residential dwellings approved within the parish beyond the defined 
settlement boundaries and areas allocated for development (Source: HDC Records);

• Quantum of new employment floor space approved within the parish beyond defined 
settlement boundaries and areas allocated for development (Source: HDC Records).

! Environmental - Objective 2 - Ecological

8.7. To protect and enhance the biodiversity of the parish.
	 Indicators

• Condition of the parish’s Site of Special Scientific Interest (Source: Natural England);
• Extent of the Ancient and Semi-Natural Woodland within the parish (Source: MAGIC);

• Quality and condition of local watercourses (Source: Environment Agency).
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! Environmental - Objective 3 - Heritage Assets

8.8. To protect and enhance the heritage assets of the parish.
	 Indicators

• Number and condition of Listed Buildings (Source: English Heritage);

• Number and condition of Scheduled Ancient Monuments (Source: English Heritage) .

	 Environmental - Objective 4 - Water & Flooding

8.9. To ensure development does not take place in areas at risk of flooding or where it may cause 
flooding elsewhere.	

	 Indicators

• Number of properties at risk of flooding within the parish (Source: Environment Agency 
Flood Maps).

• Number of applications approved within the parish, contrary to the advice of the 
Environment Agency on flood risk grounds (Source: HDC Records).

! Environmental - Objective 5 - Climate Change

8.10. To reduce the parish’s impact on climate change and prepare the community and environment for 
its impacts.

! Indicators
• Number of green energy developments and installations approved in the parish (Source: 

HDC Records);
• Number of developments  built to exceed standard Building Regulation requirements 

(Source: HDC Records);
• Number of households within a 10 minute walk of a bus  stop with a service of a frequency 

of 1 hour or more during the working day (Source GIS Mapping).

! Environmental - Objective 6 - Transport

8.11. Improve highway safety.

! Indicators
• Police accident data (Source: crashmap.co.uk/ Sussex Police);
• Number of highway safety schemes delivered within the parish (Source: WSCC).

! Social - Objective 7 - Housing

8.12. To enable those with identified local housing needs  to have the opportunity to live in an affordable 
home within the parish.

	 Indicators

• Number of new home completions (Source: HDC Records);

• Number of affordable dwelling completions (Source: HDC Records);
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• Number registered on the Council’s housing waiting list wishing to live within the parish 
(Source: HDC Records).

! Social - Objective 8 - Crime 

8.13. To ensure residents live in a safe environment.

! Indicators
• Overall crime rates (Source: police.uk);

• Number of domestic burglaries (Source: police.uk).

! Social - Objective 9 - Sustainable Travel Patterns
8.

8.14. To increase the opportunities for residents  and visitors to travel by sustainable and non-car 
modes of transport.

	 Indicators

• Quantum of money spent in the parish on cycle, footway and public transport network 
(Source: WSCC);

• Number of new sustainable and public transport facilities provided in the parish, such as 
bus shelters, cycle lanes, pedestrian crossings, etc (Source: WSCC).

• Bus service provision (Source: WSCC/ Bus Companies);
• Number of households within a 10 minute walk of (approximately 800m) a bus stop with a 

frequency of more than 1 per hour during the working day (Source: GIS Mapping).

! Social - Objective 10 - Community Infrastructure 

8.15. To maintain and enhance community infrastructure provision within the parish.

	 Indicators

• Quantum of new community infrastructure facilities approved in the parish (Source: HDC);

• Quantum of Section 106/ Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) monies secured to 
contribute to community infrastructure provision in the parish (Source: HDC); 

• Number of households within a 10 minute walk (approximately 800m) of public 
recreational space (Source: GIS Mapping).

! Economic - Objective 11 - Economy 

8.16. To maintain and enhance employment opportunity and provision within the parish.

	 Indicators

• Levels of unemployment within the parish;
• Total amount of employment floor space created in the parish (Source: HDC Records);

• Amount of employment floor space lost to other uses in the parish (Source: HDC 
Records);

Scoping Report for Sustainability Appraisal
Page 28   



! Economic - Objective 12 - Wealth

8.17. To ensure high and stable levels of employment and address disparities in employment 
opportunities in the parish so residents can benefit from economic growth.

	 Indicators

• Indices of Multiple Deprivation (Source: ONS);
• Percentage of residents who are unemployed (Source: ONS);
• Percentage of residents who are economically active (Source: ONS).
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