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Foreword 

Welcome to the Neighbourhood Plan for Slinfold Parish. 

This Plan is a commission from Slinfold Parish Council (SPC) which set up the Slinfold 
Neighbourhood Plan Working Group (SNPWG) to work with residents and formulate a framework 
for the Parish and its evolution up to 2031.  

Under the Localism Act, areas are given powers to deal with the local issues of planning and help 
planning authorities understand these issues.  In May 2014 the work of bringing together this 
document began in earnest with the designation of the Parish of Slinfold as an official 
Neighbourhood Plan Area by Horsham District Council (HDC).

But why do we need any housing? Practically every UK town and city is dealing with large scale 
housing schemes and Horsham is no exception. Expansion is well underway on the western side of 
the town, straddling the A24 and bringing Broadbridge Heath to Slinfold’s doorstep. 

There is an unsatisfactory inevitability that the number of homes required in the UK will continue to 
grow and the reasons for this are multiple and varied.  The population continues to expand, people 
are living longer, getting divorced and people migrate towards popular countries and places.  In the 
UK the pressure on housing has been compounded because for the last 30 years when we should 
have been building upwards of 200,000 homes a year, we only built at times less than half that 
amount largely due to the reduction in building of council housing. There isn’t much we can do 
about the need for housing but we do now have a chance to influence where this housing goes.

Each successive Government has chosen different ways to plan for housing growth and the current 
Government is using Localism - a bottom up approach asking Local Authorities to estimate their 
housing need and plan for it as opposed to being given a number to deliver by Central Government.  
When work started on the Slinfold Plan, HDC had estimated its figure to be 13,000 for the period 
up to 2031 which is to be proportionately distributed between the town and villages. This figure was 
found to be insufficient by the Planning Inspector and was subsequently increased to 16,000 and 
adopted in November 2015. The pending uncertainty led to a free for all across the District 
including Slinfold where land owners and would-be developers have thrown their hats into the ring.  
Since Christmas 2014 the SNPWG has had a steady flow of new and quite significant sites being 
put forward for consideration.  At the last count, some 890 homes were being pursued by 
developers across the Parish.

National policy specifies that Plans need to be brought forward ‘positively’ and for sites to be 
‘sustainable’ defined by three crucial dimensions – Plans should support economic growth, protect 
the environment and deliver social benefits through a strong and healthy community. The Slinfold 
Neighbourhood Plan (SNP) process has been highly iterative with a vast amount of evidence and 
data gathering and surveys covering each of these areas.  Fundamentally the centre of the Village 

 Slinfold Neighbourhood Plan 



has the majority of the facilities particularly the school, shop, pub and bus stops and so the closer 
any development is to these key amenities, the more sustainable it is.  
Our aims;

• Encourage development of quality services and business opportunities that meet the 
needs of the local community, and protect and enhance the historical and local rural 
environment.

• Provide new and diverse leisure and recreational activities to promote engagement 
and well-being for all generations.

• Encourage new housing development that prioritises the needs of the community 
and supports the ethos of rural living.

• Retain a village character with its individual vernacular, setting and green landscape.

In summary this Plan seeks to meet the aims through the following recommendations:

• The estimated Objectively Assessed Housing Need for the Parish is between 60-100 
homes over the plan period.

• The Plan identifies an economic sites that will be enable and bring forward 
complementary housing development.

• The Plan allocates 7 sites for new housing to provide some 88 new homes, and;

• Identifies Local Green Spaces.

Producing this  Plan has taken an immense effort by a core group of volunteers who have 
steadfastly gathered evidence, presented to the Parish and recorded and taken on board its 
residents views.  

Along the path there have been challenges and at times difficult decisions have had to be made 
and reviewed to ensure these conclusions were the right ones.  The final goal has always been to 
deliver a robust SNP that will stand the Parish in good stead until 2031.  

Thanks are due to all those who have contributed in each and every way, from SNPWG members to 
the residents of the Parish for diligently filling in forms at the many public consultations and to our 
consultants and HDC for guiding us through this once in a generation process.

Thank you. 

Ed Skeates

Chair, Slinfold Neighbourhood Plan Working Group
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. The SNP has been prepared by SPC to influence and guide development in the Parish over 
the plan period covering 2014-2031.

1.2. The SNP covers the whole of the Parish (see Figure 1) and was designated on the 20th May 
2014 by HDC for neighbourhood planning purposes.

1.3. The Pre Submission SNP has been prepared following extensive background work and 
public consultation. It has been prepared having regard to the Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations 2012, the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and is in 
“general conformity” with the District’s adopted Development Plan Documents, which at this 
time, include the recently adopted Horsham District Planning Framework (HDPF). 
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Figure 1: Designated Neighbourhood Plan Area



1.4. The Pre Submission SNP sets out the Vision for the Parish up to 2031, the Strategic 
Objectives, and the Policies and Aims which seek to influence and guide development in the 
area. 

1.5. The Pre Submission SNP is subject to a statutory 6  week consultation period. Following 
this, consultation responses will be carefully considered and where appropriate influence the 
Submission Version of the SNP.

1.6. Subsequently the Submission Version SNP will be subject to formal consultation and in due 
course an Independent Examination. If successful the SNP will be subject to a Referendum 
before being “made” by HDC. 

Planning Context

1.7. The Localism Act 2011 introduced new rights and powers to allow local communities to 
shape new development by preparing Neighbourhood Plans. A Neighbourhood Plan 
establishes planning policies for the development and use of land, for example where new 
homes should be built and what they should look like. Neighbourhood Plans allow local 
people to influence the type of development for their area while contributing to the wider 
needs of the area.

1.8. The Government, through the NPPF advises:

“Neighbourhood planning provides  a powerful set of tools  for local people to ensure that 

they get the right types of development for their community. The ambition of the 

Neighbourhood Plan should be aligned with the strategic needs  and priorities  of the 

wider local area. Neighbourhood Plans must be in general conformity with the strategic 

policies  of the Local Plan….Neighbourhood Plans  should reflect these policies  and 

neighbourhoods  should plan positively to support them. Neighbourhood plans…should 

not promote less  development than set out in the Local Plan or undermine its  strategic 

policies”.1 

1.9. Neighbourhood Plans must be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the 
adopted development plan for the District. The adopted Development Plan Documents 
(DPDs) of the District are the Horsham District Planning Framework (HDPF), Joint Area 
Action Plan and the Site Specific Allocations of Land 2007. 

1.10. The HDPF sets out the strategic policies which the SNP must be in conformity with. It sets 
out the planning strategy for Horsham District (excluding South Downs National Park) to 
deliver the social, economic and environmental needs of the Plan area up to 2031. It sets 
out the policy framework and seeks to facilitate the delivery of 16000 new homes over the 
Plan period of which “at least” 1500 are to be delivered through neighbourhood planning.
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Plan Preparation

1.11. Slinfold Parish was designated by HDC in May 2014, for the purposes of neighbourhood 
planning. Since then extensive background work and stakeholder engagement has been 
undertaken to facilitate the production of the SNP that meets the needs of the Plan area and 
the aspirations of local stakeholders whilst having regard to the constraints of the Parish.

1.12. Prior to formal designation, the SNPWG was formed. Shortly after formation, a public drop 
in consultation session held in November 
2013, which encouraged people to express 
their views on how they wished the Parish to 
deve lop , and to l ea r n more abou t 
neighbourhood planning generally. A list of 
community wishes was established out of 
feedback from this consultation. 

1.13. Further public consultation events were held 
in April 2015 to share information from land 
owners and developers with Parish residents. 
This event was well attended with 260 people in attendance over Friday 17th April and 
Saturday 18th April. 

1.14. A further public consultation event was held on the 29th May 2015 and the SNPWG also 
attended the May School Fair to share information and answer questions on the emerging 
SNP.  

1.15. Public exhibitions were held in November 2015 to highlight preferred sites and share 
information relating to the SNP proposed housing allocation. 

1.16. Conclusions on the overall housing need in the Parish, the preferred sites to contribute to 
meeting this need, and the merit and selection of land to be designated as Local Green 
Space (LGS) was considered at a meeting of the Parish Council in December 2015.

1.17. This Pre-Submission Draft Plan represents the Parish Council’s proposals on meeting the 
identified housing and infrastructure needs over the Plan period, whilst seeking to protect 
the important, high quality and historic landscape setting of the Parish.

Plan Structure 

1.18. The Plan sets out in Chapter 2 a description of the Parish today, Chapter 3  contains the 
Vision for the area up to 2031 and the Strategic Objectives of the SNP. The polices are set 
out in subsequent chapters as follows:

• Chapter 4: Environment and Heritage
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Figure 2: Public consultation event



• Chapter 5: Housing

• Chapter 6: Economy

• Chapter 7: Transport

• Chapter 8: Community Infrastructure

1.19. Through public consultation, residents have expressed support for improvements to 
community facilities and transport management. Where issues are outside the remit of the 
SNP these have been included as Aims to support the aspirations of the local community.

Consultation

1.20. This Pre Submission Plan and the accompanying Sustainability Appraisal (SA) (incorporating  
Strategic Environmental Assessment) have been approved by SPC to be published for 
public consultation for a six week period commencing 25 April 2016 until 06 June 2016.

1.21. To submit representations on the SNP and/or the SA and for further information about the 
background to these documents and associated evidence base, please contact:

The Clerk
Slinfold Parish Council 
P.O. Box 315
Billingshurst
West Sussex 
RH14 9XX

1.22. Alternatively please email: info@slinfoldnplan.org

1.23. Please note that all representations on the SNP and/or the SA must be received by the 
Parish Council not later than 5pm on 06 June 2016.
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2. PARISH PROFILE

2.1. Slinfold Parish is located west of both Horsham and Broadbridge Heath. It is bordered to 
the west and northwest by Rudgwick Parish, to the northeast by Warnham Parish, to the 
east by Broadbridge Heath Parish, to the southeast by Itchingfield Parish, and to the 
southwest by Billingshurst Parish.

2.2. It is a predominantly rural Parish, that in total 
extends to some 16.95sq kms (6.54sq miles) 
with a population of some 2,055 people 
(2011 Census). 

2.3. Slinfold is located in the Low Weald and is 
character ised by a gently undulat ing 
landscape of fields and woodlands. 

2.4. The primary settlement of the Parish is 
Slinfold which is located centrally within the 
Parish area. The Village benefits from an historic Village centre, with modern residential 
development primarily to the south. To the southwest of the Village are two employment 
areas. A former railway line, now in use as a Public Right of Way, known as the Downs Link, 
runs through the Parish in a broadly east-west direction, a short way to the south of the 
Village centre surrounded by main roads.

Environment And Heritage 

2.5. The landscape character of the Parish is  reflective of the Low Weald. It is typically gently 
undulating, with numerous. 

2.6. The River Arun bisects the Parish and is bordered by floodplain pastureland with numerous 
small feeder streams giving rise to areas of wet woodland. These are principally the upper 
reaches of the River Arun and its associated tributaries, including North River. These 
typically flow from the north and east of the 
Parish in a west and south west direction. 

2.7. Much of the area has a strongly rural 
character, although nearer the A29  road 
corridor there are some suburban influences. 
The Parish is largely under agricultural 
management, which  typically comprises 
sma l l i r regu la r f i e lds and pas tu res , 
interspersed with woodland, hedgerows and 
copses. Some former areas of farmland are 
now given over to leisure pursuits, such as 
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Figure 3: Aerial view of Village 

Figure 4: Aerial view of Village 



the golf club and shooting grounds. 

2.8. The Parish is rich in evidence of its past history. In the fifth and sixth centuries groups of 
Saxon settlers on the coast used areas of the Weald to provide them with resources and it 
is believed people were living in the Parish by 1086. There is evidence of a number of 
manors within the Parish, each with farms surrounded by their own separately enclosed 
fields and connected by a network of footpaths. The building of the Church in the 12th 
Century encouraged development on the 
remaining common land to its south, whilst the 
Village area around the Church and along The 
Street was gradually developed through the 16th 
and 17th centuries.

2.9. The historic core of the Village is a designated 
Conservation Area. It includes a variety of 
building styles, materials and landscape features. 
The Church forms the focal point. To it’s north is 
the very rural area of Clapgate; to the west, 
development is low density with an abundance of open spaces and landscape features; and 
to the south is  the higher density Village core. There are a number of important views of the 
landscape setting, from within the Conservation Area, that maintain the rural character of 
the area. 

Housing

2.10. The mid 18th century saw population expansion 
of the Parish and led to the subdivision of many 
existing properties. A more rapid expansion in 
the 19th century included the construction of a 
railway line and station. Between the two World 
Wars there was little development in Slinfold. 
However in the last half of the 20th century the 
Village significantly expanded and increased 
almost tenfold in size.

2.11. The latest Census data shows that the total population of the Parish as at 2011 was 2,055. 
Of this; 

• 20% were aged 0-17. 

• 29% were aged 18-44.

• 31% were aged 45-64. 
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Figure 5: Aerial view of Church and Village 

Figure 6 : Examples of housing types in Parish  



• 19% were aged 65 and over. 

2.13. At the last Census, the Parish consisted of 819  dwellings with 789 households 
(concentration of 2.6/household) in the Parish. This was an increase of 192 houses in the 10 
year period from 2001. This includes the development of Six Acres, approved in May 2001 
and comprising a total of 56 dwellings.

Economy

2.14. The Parish has two main employment centres, both 
located on the southern fringes of Slinfold. These are 
the Spring Copse Business Park, located and 
immediately south of the Downs Link and east of 
Stane Street (A29); and the Maydwell Avenue 
Business Park, located south of the Downs Link and 
west of the houses fronting Hayes Lane, but 
accessed via Maydwell Avenue and its junction onto 
Stane Street (A29). 

2.15. In addition to this, the Lyons Farm Industrial Estate is 
located on the eastern fringes of the Parish, close to 
the junction of Lyons Road with Five Oaks Road 
(A264). The Bramble Hill Farm, commercial units are 
located on the southeastern edge of the Parish, on 
the north side of the A264, a short way southwest of 
its  junction with Bashurst Hill. Collectively these 
provide significant floor space, job opportunities and 
a range of employment types. 

2.16. The Village Shop (incorporating the Post Office) and the Red Lyon Public House are located 
in the centre of the Village, and within the Conservation Area.

2.17. The 2011 Census revealed that the number of residents of working age (16-74) was 1,512. 
Of this figure, 983  (65.01%) were economically active, and 529 (34.99%) were economically 
inactive. Of those that were economically active, the split in roles is as follows: 194 - 
employed part time; 517 - employed full time; 212 - self employed; 36 - unemployed; and 
24 - economically active full time students.

Transport

2.18. The Parish is well served by the road network. The A29 runs through the Parish in a broadly 
southwest northeast direction, from Billingshurst to the A281. The A281 runs through the 
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Figure 7 : Business Park

Figure 8: Farm and Office Buildings 



northern end of the Parish in a broadly east west direction, 
which connects Horsham and Broadbridge Heath with. The 
A264 runs northeast from Five Oaks to Broadbridge Heath 
and defines the south east of the Parish. The A24 lies a 
short way to the east of the Parish boundary, and runs from 
Worthing to the west of Horsham, and beyond to Dorking 
and Leatherhead. None of these roads run through the 
Village. As a result the roads and lanes through the 
Wickhurst Green retain a character.

2.19. Two bus services serve the Village, and include bus stops outside and opposite the Red 
Lyon pub. 

• Route 63: Horsham - Guildford (via Slinfold); runs hourly, Monday-Saturday with no 
Sunday service.

• Route 100: Horsham - Burgess Hill (via Slinfold); runs hourly, Monday-Saturday with 
no Sunday service. 

2.20. The nearest railway stations are Christ's Hospital (4 miles) and Horsham (5 miles).

2.21. Fifty-two kilometres of footpaths and bridleways cross the Parish, the most notable being a 
section of the Downs Link. The Downs Link runs through the Parish in a broadly east west 
direction, passing along the southern edge of the main built-up area of the Village, and 
immediately to the north of the two main industrial areas. This Public Right of Way (PRoW) is 
constructed on a former railway line and connects the North Downs Way at Guildford to the 
South Downs Way at Shoreham by Sea.

Community Infrastructure

2.22. Whilst the Parish is rural, it nonetheless benefits 
from a range of community facilities. Slinfold Village 
benefits  from a Primary School, Village hall, Village 
Shop (incorporating Post Office), Church of England 
Church and United Reform Chapel, Public House, 
together with recreation grounds incorporating 
sports pitches, sports pavilion, equipped children’s 
play space and tennis courts. The Parish also 
benefits  from a wide range of sports and leisure clubs 
and societies. 

2.23. A short way to the west of the Village and on the west side of Stane Street (A29) is the 
Slinfold Golf and Country Club.
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Figure 9: Village Road

Figure 10: Slinfold Cricket Ground



3. VISION AND OBJECTIVES

Introduction

3.1. Early engagement with the local community through public consultation events and 
exhibitions enabled the collation of views from local stakeholders regarding the key issues 
affecting the Parish, its environment and community. 

3.2. In light of the feedback received, the SNPWG has established a Vision and set of Objectives 
which set out the aspirations for the Parish over the Plan period up to 2031.

Vision:

Our vision is to ensure a sustainable rural community for everyone within the Parish, 
embracing the countryside whilst providing for the future. 

Strategic Objectives:

• Protect and enhance the rural character, heritage assets and biodiversity of the 
Parish.

• Protect the identity of Slinfold and prevent coalescence with Wickhurst Green/
Broadbridge Heath.

• Ensure development does not take place in areas at risk of flooding or where it 
may cause flooding elsewhere.

• Maintain the distinctive views and visual connectivity with the surrounding 
countryside from public places within the built up area.

• To retain a separate rural identity with its natural landscape.
• To enable local people to stay in the Village throughout their lifetime and as their 

needs change. 
• To ensure an adequate supply of affordable housing to meet the needs of the 

Parish.
• To maintain a strong community by ensuring a mix of home types and integration 

between different types and tenures of housing within the Village. 
• Encourage existing businesses to prosper and attract new businesses with high-

quality employment opportunities.
• Encourage and support small businesses in and around the Village,  including home 

workers.
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• Promote the retention and development of local services in the Village.
• Improve highway safety.
• Ensure safe vehicular and pedestrian access and promote pedestrian safety.
• Increase the opportunities for residents and visitors to travel by sustainable and 

non-car modes of transport.
• Maintain and improve the connectivity of public rights of way throughout the 

Parish.
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4. ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE

Objectives: 

• Protect and enhance the rural character,  heritage assets and biodiversity of the 
Parish.

• Protect the identity of Slinfold and prevent coalescence with Wickhurst Green and 
Broadbridge Heath.

• Ensure development does not take place in areas at risk of flooding or where it 
may cause flooding elsewhere.

• Maintain the distinctive views and visual connectivity with the surrounding 
countryside from public places within the built up area.

• To retain a separate rural identity with its natural landscape.

Introduction

4.1. The Parish is located within a high quality, predominantly rural Low Weald landscape. The 
built up area of the Village of Slinfold includes a Conservation Area containing numerous 
Listed Buildings.  It is  important that the environment and heritage assets of the Parish are 
protected over the Plan period. 

Policy 1: Preventing Coalescence between Slinfold and Wickhurst Green.

4.2. The primary settlement of the Parish is Slinfold, located broadly centrally within the Parish 
area. The eastern approach to the Village along Lyons Road retains a rural character, 
bordered by farmland and the River Arun valley to the north, with fields and woodland 
leading to the Downs Link to the south.  

4.3. One of the distinctive features of the Village is its setting, and visual connectivity with the 
surrounding countryside. The landscape forms an intrinsic part of the character and setting 
of the Village and provides informal and formal recreational opportunities for the community.

4.4. To the east of the Parish is Broadbridge Heath, and beyond this, Horsham. Recent 
expansion of these areas has involved the housing development and associated 
infrastructure of Wickhurst Green. This has a substantial urbanising character which has the 
potential to undermine the rural character of Slinfold Parish, and the rural setting of the 
Village. 

4.5. Protecting the separate identity of Slinfold is  a key objective of the SNP. It is considered 
important to ensure the spacing, openness and rural character of the Parish between the 
Village and these adjoining urban areas are retained and protected.
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Policy 2: Conservation Area

4.6. Slinfold has been described in various 
sources as ‘the quintessential English 
village’. The designated Conservation Area 
(see Chapter 10 Maps, Slinfold Conservation 
Area) is at the heart of the village, its rural 
location protected in part by virtue of it being 
tucked away within a triangle of main roads 
(A281, A264 and A29) which means it is not 
on a main trunk route. When travelling between surrounding towns and villages there is no 
obvious need to go through Slinfold village. 

4.7. The Conservation Area is the historic core of 
the village and contains twenty-one Grade II 
Listed Buildings (see Appendix 1). The 
Conservation Area is principally focussed on 
“The Street”. To the west it includes Old 
House Farm* and Hall Land*. From this 
point, it runs in an easterly direction and 
includes: the Primary School and St. Peters 
Church*, before turning south to include the 
Red Lyon Public House*, an historic K6 red telephone kiosk*, Slinfold Stores*, Little 
Hammers* and Forge House*. It ends a short way to the south of the junction of The Street, 
with Lyons Road and Hayes Lane. In the Conservation Area there are at least three listed 
properties that date back to the 1500s: Chewton, Collyers and Little Hammers, while Old 
House Farm dates from the 1600s. The site of the church dates back to 1190. 

Policy 1: Preventing Coalescence between Slinfold and Wickhurst Green

Development between the settlements of Slinfold and Wickhurst Green and 
Broadbridge Heath (as identified on the Anti Coalescence Gap Map) will not be 
supported unless it can demonstrate that;

• There is no significant reduction in the openness between settlements.
• Proposals contribute to the conservation and enhancement of the area.
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Figure 11: Conservation Area

Figure 12: Aerial view of Conservation Area



4.8. There are numerous important views into and out of the Conservation Area, particularly from 
the open rural land to the south (known as “The Central Fields” – this area is shown as 
Common Land on the Tithe map of 1843), views from The Street, and to the north and 
north-east of the Parish Church. These areas are important in defining the rural setting and 
wider character of the Conservation Area. In addition, there are important views of the 
Conservation Area gained from the extensive network of public rights of way in the area2. 

4.9. The Slinfold Conservation Area Leaflet4 states: “The fields directly abutting the Conservation 
Area should be preserved as they reflect the original form of the area which dates from 
before the 12th Century. The 1843  Tithe Map shows there has been little change to the land 
around the Conservation Area and this  should continue to be respected. The loss of these 
fields to development would not preserve or enhance the area’s special character.” 

4.10. The NPPF makes clear that Conservation Areas and Listed Buildings are ‘heritage assets’ 
and are an irreplaceable resource that should be conserved in a manner appropriate to their   
significance3. It notes that they can be harmed by alteration or destruction of a heritage 
asset, or by development within its setting4.

4.11.  The Parish Council recognises the importance of heritage assets and the contribution they 
make to the quality of the area, in terms of local character and distinctiveness, and their 
associated cultural, economic and environmental benefits. Protecting heritage assets is a 
key objective of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Policy 3: Protection of Local Green Spaces

4.12. The NPPF enables local communities, through Neighbourhood Plans, to identify for special 
protection, green areas of particular importance to them.5 By designating land as LGS, local 
communities are able to rule out development other than in very special circumstances. 

Policy 2: Conservation Area

Development proposals within or affecting the setting of the Conservation Area must 
pay special regard to preserving and/or enhancing its character. Special regard must 
also be paid to the setting of the Conservation Area and its strategic views. 
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4.13. The NPPF notes that LGS designation will not be appropriate for most green areas or open 
space and the designation should only be used where the green space is in reasonably 
close proximity to the community it serves; is demonstrably special to a local community 
and holds a particular local significance; and is  local in character and not an extensive tract 
of land.

4.12. Having regard to these criteria, it is considered that there are a number of green spaces in 
the Parish that meet this test and merit special designation and protection. These LGS’s are 
defined on the Proposals Map that accompanies this Plan. Within such areas the Plan seeks 
to protect their special qualities and new development is generally prohibited.

Policy 4: Green Infrastructure and Important Views

4.13. The NPPF defines ‘green infrastructure’ as a “network of multifunctional green space, urban 

and rural, which is  capable of delivering a wide range of environmental quality of life benefits 

for local communities”.6 

Policy 3: Protection of Local Green Spaces

The SNP designates the following locations as Local Green Spaces (as designated on 
the Local Green Space Map);

• LGS1: Central Fields. 
• LGS2: Field East of Hayes Lane.
• LGS3: ‘Llama’ Field.
• LGS4: Land by Stone Cottage. 
• LGS5: Land fronting Lyons Close. 
• LGS6: Lowfield Green.

Development proposals which conflict with the purpose of this designation, will be 
resisted in these areas unless they;

• Complement the purpose of the designation;
• Are ancillary to the use of the land for a public recreational purpose; or
• Are required for a statutory utility infrastructure purpose.

 Slinfold Neighbourhood Plan 

Page 14

6 see Annex 2 of the NPPF



4.14. Within the Parish, green infrastructure, includes woodland and hedges, parks and open 
spaces, recreational space, watercourses, PRoW, tree lined streets and aged or veteran 
trees7.The benefits that result from this green infrastructure include an enhancement in the 
visual appearance of the area, provide access 
for residents to sport, recreation and quiet 
enjoyment, connected networks for wildlife, 
helps to reduce flood risk, and facilitates non-
car modes of travel.

4.15. Well managed green infrastructure contributes 
to wider economic and social benefits, including 
crime reduction, improved physical and mental 
health, economic competitiveness and greater 
attraction to tourists.  

4.16. The Plan seeks to both conserve and enhance existing green infrastructure assets, and 
ensure new development contributes to the enhancement of this network. In addition to the 

Plan offers support to the maintenance and connectivity of PRoW’s through Aim 3: Public 
Rights of Way.

Policy 5: Protect and Enhance Biodiversity

4.17. The Parish is predominantly rural in character and in parts rich in biodiversity. It includes the 
designated Slinfold Stream and Quarry Site of Special Scientific Interest. There are 
numerous pockets of defined Ancient and Semi Natural Woodland. 
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Policy 4: Green Infrastructure and Important Views

Development proposals will be supported, where they  protect and retain and, 
wherever possible, enhance the following green infrastructure and valued landscape 
features of the Parish;

• The Downs Link;
• Public rights of way and their settings;
• Hedgerows;
• Copses and woods, including ancient woodlands and orchards; and
• River corridors.

Figure 13: Aerial view of Parish 



4.18. The SNP seeks to ensure the protection and, where possible, enhancement of the Parish’s 
ecological assets. 

Policy 5: Protect and Enhance Biodiversity

Development proposals, which aim to protect and enhance biodiversity,  will be 
supported. This includes by;

• Protecting designated sites,  protected species and ancient or species-rich 
hedgerows, grasslands and woodlands; 

• Preserving ecological networks, and the migration and transition of flora and 
fauna;

• Protecting aged or veteran trees; 

• Preserving, restoring and re-creating wildlife habitats/species; and by

• Following best practice in Sustainable Urban Drainage.
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5. HOUSING

Introduction

5.1. The Census data from 2011 indicated that the population of the Parish was 2,055 persons, 
an increase of 408 (20%) from the 2001 census. 

5.2. The HDPF seeks to deliver 16,000 new homes across the District by 2031 with strategic  
growth allocated in the main settlements of North Horsham, Southwater and Billingshurst. It 
also identifies “at least” 1500 homes to come 
forward through neighbourhood plans in 
accordance with the settlement hierarchy.

5.3. Slinfold is classified as a “medium Village” (HDPF, 
Policy 3: Development Hierarchy), having a 
“moderate level of services and facilities and 
community networks, together with some 
access to public transport”. 

5.4. The SNP seeks to positively contribute to the 
delivery of housing through neighbourhood plans. The Parish Council supports the delivery 
of housing to meet identified needs, including affordable housing, where that is possible, 
and in locations that respect and have regard to environmental and character constraints.

Housing Need

5.5. The NPPF encourages the planning system to positively seek opportunities to meet the 
development needs of their area.8

Objectives:
• To enable local people to stay in the Village throughout their lifetime and as their 

needs change. 
• To ensure an adequate supply of affordable housing to meet the needs of the 

Parish.
• To maintain a strong community by ensuring a mix of home types and integration 

between different types and tenures of housing within the Village. 
• To retain a separate rural identity with its natural landscape.
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Figure 14: Examples of housing in the Parish



5.6. As an intrinsic part of the preparation of the SNP, a detailed assessment has been 
undertaken of the number of new houses that need to be delivered in the Parish over the 
Plan period, up to 2031.

5.7. A Parish Housing Needs Assessment was produced in May 2015 and updated in December 
2015. This Assessment applied different methodologies to calculate housing need, using  
data from a variety of sources including the Office of National Statistics.

5.8. This document used seven different approaches; (affordable housing needs assessment 
projection; Parish change between 2001 and 2011 projection; household formation 
projection; trend-based demographic projection; emerging policy projection; emerging 
policy trend-based demographic projection; and economic projection). These were then 
blended to create multiple housing need scenarios. They produced a range of housing 
requirements (See Appendix 2: NPWG Minutes).

5.9. The Parish Council has identified a need for an additional 60-100 dwellings in the Parish 
over the plan period up to 2031 (See Appendix 2: Parish Council Minutes). In order to 
achieve this, an assessment has been undertaken of an extensive range of candidate sites, 
identified by landowners and their agents through a “call for sites” and other known sources 
such as the District’s Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment. 

5.10. Each site has been assessed, to identify those which are not suitable, when assessed 
against the three criteria of sustainable development (economic, environmental and social), 
which entails a predominant focus on Slinfold Village. Collectively, sites have been identified 
to facilitate delivery of housing numbers toward the upper end of the identified range of 
housing need (some 88 dwellings).

5.11. In addition to these site allocations, additional housing is likely to come forward over the 
plan period on unidentified “windfall” sites. These are likely to be predominantly constructed 
within the defined built up areas of the Village, as well as others via the conversion of rural 
buildings. 

5.12. It is considered that such windfall development, together with allocated sites is likely to 
deliver the totality of the top end of the identified housing need (100 dwellings). 

Policy 6: Development Principles

5.13. The Parish is locally distinctive for its rural and historic setting. The built form of the Parish is 
reflective of the area’s history and its evolution. No one period, style or design is dominant in 
Slinfold but there are on, or repetitions of, several local themes. 

5.14. This lack of uniformity is part of what gives Slinfold its charm and creates a positive 
character. New development should therefore be designed to respect and respond to the 
character of the surrounding area while respecting local density and layout. 
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5.15. The Slinfold Parish Design Statement (July 2006) supports Policy 6: Development Principles 
and provides further guidance on how the Parish Council wish development to be designed 
and located to reflect local characteristics.

Policy 7: Housing Mix 

5.16. The 2011 Census data indicates a total of 1,851 
persons lived in 789 households providing an 
average household size in the Parish of 2.35 
persons.

5.17. The data also revealed that a range in the size of 
households;

• 28% are 1 person households.

• 38% are 2 person households. 

• 15% are 3 person households. 

• 15% are 4 person households. 

• 5% are 5 person or more households.

5.18. This demonstrates that the household size is predominantly 3  or less (81% of all 
households). Whilst this does not necessarily automatically translate into a demand for 1, 2 
and 3  bedroom properties (as some smaller households may wish to have additional 
bedrooms for use as study/ spare room etc), it does indicate that the demand from the 
resident population is  likely to be more toward medium sized properties, rather than larger 
properties.

5.19. Reflecting the imbalance of supply and demand, it is considered appropriate to seek new 
residential development to provide a mix of housing types.  Support will therefore be offered 
to developments which seek to contribute to the demand for 1, 2 and 3  bedrooms 
dwellings. This will serve to ensure that the needs of all sizes of households are likely to be 
met in future developments.

Policy 6: Development Principles

Development proposals, which seek to respect the design,  density and layout of the 
surrounding area as detailed in the Village Design Statement will be supported.
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Affordable Housing

5.20. In addition to housing size, it is considered important to ensure new housing is delivered in 
conjunction with the provision of affordable housing. It is a key requirement of future housing 
development within the Parish to ensure that the needs of all sectors of the community can 
be met. This includes those unable to afford to buy or rent on the open market. 

5.21. In this regard it is noted that Policy 16: Meeting Local Housing Needs of the HDPF seeks 
the provision of affordable homes, in compliance with the tiered thresholds and targets that 
are related to the over quantum of development. The Parish supports the application of this 
policy in conjunction with new housing development in the Parish. 

Policy 8: East of Hayes Lane 

5.22. The site East of Hayes Lane is  bordered to the north and west by the existing built up area 
boundary with residential properties on the west side of Hayes Lane. Bordering the northern 
boundary is the Downs Link, beyond which are further residential properties which are also 
within the defined built up area boundary. 

5.23. The site currently comprises agricultural land, which is in part covered by self seeded scrub 
and trees. There is hedging and trees to all boundaries which help screen the site from the 
surrounding countryside. 

5.24. The site has been subject to previous applications (DM/15/0591). The SNP is mindful of the 
outcome and the officers report on this recent application. It is therefore considered that 
residential development on this site should positively respond to the prevailing linear 
character of housing on the west side of Hayes Lane. It should also retain existing mature 
trees and hedgerows and protect and enhance biodiversity. It is  considered that the site is 
suitable for development of up to 15 dwellings. As an integral part of this  it is considered 
appropriate for a significant part of the site to be designated as LGS to be protected in 
conjunction with housing development. 

Policy 7: Housing Mix

Housing developments, which provide a suitable mix of one,  two and three bed 
dwellings to accommodate smaller households will be supported.  This also includes 
centrally located level sites suited to the needs of older residents.
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Policy 9: End of West Way

5.25. The site End of West Way is  bordered to the south east by the residential cul-de-sac of 
West Way. To the north and east are properties fronting The Street. To the northwest are 
properties in Tannery Close, and to the south is open land. 

5.26. The site currently comprises agricultural land which is laid to grass. The boundaries are 
defined by a mix of hedging and fencing. 

5.27. It is considered that residential development on this site should be designed with access 
from West Way to extend the cul-de-sac layout. Given the sensitive setting of the site close 
to the Conservation Area and the need for landscape buffer along the southern western 
boundaries, it is considered that the site is suitable for development of up to 18  dwellings. 
As an integral part of this it is considered appropriate for the remainder of the site to be 
designated as LGS to be protected in conjunction with the housing development. 

Policy 8: East of Hayes Lane

Residential development at East of Hayes Lane (as identified on PDS10 Map) for up to 
15 units will be supported where;

• The design positively responds to the prevailing character of the surrounding area 
(i.e. a linear proposal which mirrors that on the opposite side of Hayes Lane);

• The houses are no more than two and a half storeys in height to reflect the local 
vernacular;

• Adequate parking provision is made available to meet the needs of residents and 
visitors within the new development;

• Proposals do not increase flood risk along Hayes Lane;
• Proposals allow for the retention of existing mature trees and hedges;
• Proposals seek to protect and enhance biodiversity and existing ecological 

networks; and
• The residual area of the site is to be designated as Local Green Space (LGS2).
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Policy 9: End of West Way 

Residential development at End of West Way (as identified on PDS11 Map) for up to 
18 units will be supported where;

• The design positively responds to the prevailing character of the surrounding area;
• The houses are no more than two storeys in height to reflect the local vernacular;
• The development is designed to preclude any extension of the road way into 

adjoining land (LGS1);
• A landscape buffer protects the site boundaries; and
• The residual area of the site is to be designated as Local Green Space (LGS1).

Policy 10: Nowhurst Business Park

5.28. The Nowhurst Business Park is located in a rural setting, to the northeast of the Village. It 
has access from, and is to the west of the A281 and is immediately to the north of 
Nowhurst Lane. 

5.29. The site is a former commercial area, incorporating buildings and hardstanding, but is 
currently redundant. It also includes areas of undeveloped open land. The site is generally 
screened from public vantage points by a mix of trees, hedging, topography and bunds.

5.30. It is considered that the site is suitable for comprehensive redevelopment for predominantly 
employment (B1 and/or B8) uses, with some residential. The Parish Council are supportive of 
a commercial led redevelopment where proposal reflects the Strategic Objectives of the SNP 
to “Encourage existing businesses to prosper and attract new businesses with high quality 
employment opportunities. The redevelopment of the site would support and contribute to 
the economic vitality of the Parish by facilitating the bringing back of a redundant 
commercial site into viable use.

5.31. The Parish Council also seek to promote the reuse of previously developed land at this site 
and wish to support the delivery of local housing which includes self build units.The scheme 
should positively respond to and respect the rural character of the area, and retain existing 
trees, woodland and hedgerows. 

5.32. It is considered that up to 10 residential dwellings would be suitable, to be located close to 
the southern boundary, whilst protecting nearby heritage assets and their setting. In order to 
promote and support the Government’s initiative, a minimum of 6 of the plots should be 
available as “self build”. It is considered 6  units  represent a reasonable proportion of units to 
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be delivered on the site. In facilitating self build units, the Parish Council will seek to support 
HDC’s role in the delivery of self build units.

Policy 11: Crosby Farm

5.33. The site Crosby Farm is bordered to the west by the existing built up area of the Village, to 
the south is the cricket pitch, whilst to the north and east is agricultural land. 

5.34. The site is currently laid to grass with two agricultural buildings in the northeast corner. 
Beyond this are former agricultural buildings of traditional form, which have been converted 

Policy 10: Nowhurst Business Park 

Proposals for the comprehensive redevelopment of Land at Nowhurst (as identified 
on PDS12 Map) will be supported where the scheme comprises predominantly B1 
and/or B8 employment floor space with residential development.

Residential development up to 10 units will be supported on the southern boundary of 
the site where proposals seek to;

• Provide a suitable mix of dwelling type and size to meet the needs of current and 
future households;

• Provide a minimum of 6 self build units;
• Provide a mix of high quality open space to meet local need; and
• Locate the residential units in the lowest flood risk zone.

Development across the site will be supported where;

• There is no significant reduction in the openness of the local landscape gap 
between Strood Green/Farlington School and Bookhurst Farm;

• Design positively responds to the rural character of the surrounding area;
• A satisfactory landscape strategy can be achieved;
• Proposals allow for the retention of existing woodland and hedgerows;
• Development protects and does not adversely affect the nearby heritage assets or 

their setting; and
• Suitable access and adequate parking can be provided.
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to commercial re-use. The site boundaries are typically defined by hedging. Land and 
buildings to the west of the site are within the designated Conservation Area. 

5.35. It is considered that the site is suitable for residential development of up to 21 dwellings 
together with the provision of a new cricket pavilion and associated car park on the 
southern edge of the site to serve the adjacent sports pitch. A scout hut to the east of the 
site is also to be provided.  

5.36. It is considered the northern and western boundary planting should be retained and new 
east boundary planting provided. The development should respect the setting of the 
Conservation Area. 

Policy 12: Bridge House Equestrian Centre

5.37. The Bridge House Equestrian Centre is located in a rural setting to the south east of the 
Village. It has access from, and is to the west of Five Oaks Road (A264). The site is to the 
rear (west) of linear residential development fronting the road. To the south, the site borders 
the Downs Link PRoW. There is a woodland block to the west of the site and mature trees 
and hedgerow boundaries to the north and south.

Policy 11: Crosby Farm

Residential development at Crosby Farm (as identified on PDS13 Map) for up to 21 
units will be supported where;

• The design positively responds to the prevailing character of the surrounding area;
• The houses are no more than two storey in height to reflect the local vernacular;
• A suitable mix of dwelling type and sizes to meet the needs of current and future 

households is provided;
• Proposals provide a mix of high quality formal and informal open space to meet the 

needs generated by the occupiers of the development;
• Proposals allow for the retention of existing mature trees and hedges;
• Provide suitable access and parking arrangements; 
• The site facilitates the development of a new cricket pavilion; and
• Proposals include the provision of a scout hut. 
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5.38. The site is currently in use as an equestrian centre and comprises a range of buildings, 
hardstanding and outdoor riding arenas. The site is valued locally and feedback at public 
consultation events has been to support the retention of this local facility.

5.39. It is considered that the site is  suitable for comprehensive redevelopment, subject to the 
retention of the existing facilities. The retention of the existing employment uses, reflects the 
SNP Strategic Objective to “Encourage and support small businesses in and around the 
Village...”. 

5.40. It is considered that the housing development should respect the rural setting of the site and 
the density and character of adjacent housing, and its proximity to the Downs Link. On this 
basis, the site is considered suitable for up to 4 residential dwellings. 

Policy 13: West of Spring Lane

5.41. The site West of Spring Lane is bordered to the north by the built up area boundary 
comprising residential properties that front Park Street, to the east is Spring Lane beyond 
which is the dwelling Amber Field; to the south and west is  undeveloped land. The site is 
bordered by trees and hedgerows and is laid to grass.

5.42. It is  considered that the site is suitable for residential development of up to 10 dwellings. 
Integral to this is the need for the design to respect and positively respond to the rural 
context of the site. 

5.43. Proposals should allow for the retention of existing mature trees and hedges. Furthermore, a 
landscape buffer should be provided to protect the character of the area. A landscape buffer 
along the eastern boundary will ensure the protection of the character of Spring Lane. In 

Policy 12: Bridge House Equestrian Centre

Residential development will be supported at Bridge House Equestrian (PDS14) 
subject to the retention of the existing employment use.

Residential development for up to 4 units will be supported where;

• The design positively respects the rural nature of the surrounding area;
• Proposals allow for the retention of existing mature trees and hedges; and
• Suitable and safe access onto Five Oaks Road can be provided.
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addition to the landscape buffer, Aim 4: Quiet Lanes, offers support for Spring Lane to be 
designated as a Quiet Lane.

5.44. Access to the site is  located toward the northern end, whilst respecting the residential 
amenity of adjoining occupiers. 

Policy 13: West of Spring Lane

Residential development  at  West  of Spring Lane (as identified on PDS15 Map) for up 
to 10 units will be supported where;

• The design positively respects the rural nature of the surrounding area;
• The houses are no more than two storeys in height  to reflect  the local rural 

vernacular;
• Proposals allow for the retention of existing mature trees and hedges;
• A suitable landscape buffer seeks to protect the character of the area; particularly 

on the eastern side of the site along Spring Lane as a quiet single track; 
• Access is to be gained from the north of the site; and
• Proposals include open space on the southern part of the site.

Policy 14: The Cobblers

5.45. The Cobblers site is  located a short way to the south of the junction of The Street, Lyons 
Road and Hayes Lane, and is within the defined built up area of the Village. It currently 
comprises residential units  that are 2 storey in height with a single storey garage compound. 
Vehicular access is available both from Hayes Lane and Greenfield Road. The Conservation 
Area adjoins the northern boundary of the site.

5.46. Proposals to upgrade or replace the living accommodation of the existing units will be 
supported. In addition, support is  offered for the development of up to 10 additional units on 
the site, with a focus on the elderly.

5.47. Integral to this is the need for the design to positively respond to the prevailing character of 
the area particularly having regard to the proximity of the Conservation Area. 
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Policy 14: The Cobblers

Residential development  at  The Cobblers, Hayes Lane (as identified on the PDS16 
Map) for an additional 10 units will be supported where;

• Proposals facilitate the upgrade or replacement of the existing 17 units;
• Proposals affecting the setting of the conservation area pay special regard to 

preserving and/or enhancing its character;
• The design positively responds to the prevailing character, scale and height  of the 

surrounding area;
• A suitable mix of dwelling type and sizes to meet  the needs of current  and future 

households is provided with a focus on the elderly;
• Proposals allow for the retention of existing mature trees and hedges; and
• Provide suitable access and parking arrangements.
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6. ECONOMY

Introduction

6.1. Slinfold Parish is located within a part of West Sussex that has generally high employment 
levels.  The Parish has two main employment centres, both 
located on the southern fringes of the Village with direct 
access from the A29.  These are the Spring Copse 
Business Park and the Maydwell Avenue Business Park.  

6.2. There are also two sites containing mall business units, the 
Lyons Farm Industrial Estate which is close to the junction 
of Lyons Road with Five Oaks Road (A264) and Bramble Hill 
Farm which is located on the north side of the A264, a short 
way southwest of its junction with Bashurst Hill. 

6.3. Collectively these commercial areas provide significant floor 
space, job opportunities and a range of employment types.

Policy 15: Existing Employment Centres

6.4. The Parish Council wishes to continue to support economic activity and growth in the 
Parish. This is an integral component of sustainable development and positively contributes 
to a healthy, viable community. On this basis, it is considered appropriate to seek to protect 
the employment centres from alternative non commercial re-use.   

Objectives:

• Encourage existing businesses to prosper and attract new businesses with high-
quality employment opportunities.

• Encourage and support small businesses in and around the Village,  including home 
workers.

• Promote the retention and development of local services in the Village.
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Figure 16: Business Park 

Policy 15: Existing Employment Centres

Development proposals which seek to maintain or enhance the existing 
employment centres at Maydwell Avenue, Spring Copse, Lyons Farm and 
Bramble Hill (as identified on the Employment  Areas Map) will be supported 
subject to no unacceptable impact on highway safety and local amenity.



Policy 16: Economy and Enterprise 

6.5. The local economy, in a predominantly rural Parish like Slinfold, is in part dependent upon 
small scale businesses. The Parish Council therefore wishes to support such businesses 
which have the potential to positively contribute to the local economy. 

Aim 1: Superfast Broadband

6.6. The Parish Council recognises the economic and social benefits of high speed broadband. It 
therefore wishes to support technology improvements which could bring high speed 
broadband to the Parish, subject to protecting the character and visual amenity of the area. 

Policy 16: Economy and Enterprise

Proposals which enable the development or enhancement of small scale businesses 
will be supported where schemes;

• Are within the Built Up Area Boundary;
• Are contained within existing buildings and/or;
• Are on previously developed land;
• Do not involve the loss of dwellings;
• Are in keeping with the character and vitality of the local area;
• Respect residential amenity; and
• Would not have unacceptable impacts on the local road network.

Aim 1: Superfast Broadband

Proposals that provide access to a super fast broadband network to serve the Parish 
will be supported.

The location and design of any above ground network installations shall be 
sympathetically chosen and designed to not adversely affect the character of the 
local area.
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7. TRANSPORT

Introduction

7.1. There are three main roads which run through the Parish. The A29 (Stane Street) which runs 
north south; the A264 which run southwest to northeast; and the A281 which runs 
predominantly east west. None of these roads run through the Village. As a result the roads 
serving the main built up typically retain a 
rural character. 

7.2. The Parish benefits from a public bus service 
but there is no railway station. There is an 
extensive PRoW network throughout the 
Parish. This includes the Downs Link. 

7.3. Delivering improvement to the existing 
transport network and associated public 
transport services, generally lies outside the 
scope of the SNP, and is reliant on other organisations. However transport issues and 
measures to improve existing deficiencies are supported by the Parish Council and are 
therefore included within the Plan. 

Aim 2: Village Centre

7.4. During a public consultation exercise as part of the preparation of the SNP, concern was 
expressed by local residents at the speed and volume of vehicular traffic in the centre of 
Slinfold.

7.5. The SNP therefore seeks to support measures which would positively benefit traffic 
management in the Village centre. 

Objectives:
• Improve highway safety.
• Ensure safe vehicular and pedestrian access and promote pedestrian safety.
• Increase the opportunities for residents and visitors to travel by sustainable and 

non-car modes of transport.
• Maintain and improve the connectivity of public rights of way throughout the 

Parish.
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Figure 17: Aerial view of Village road network



Aim 3: Public Rights of Way

7.6. The Parish is  relatively well served by footpaths and PRoW’s. The Downs Link, runs through 
the heart of the Parish and is used by residents and visitors alike. The Parish Council supports 
improvements to public pathways which would increase their accessibility. 

Aim 4: Quiet Lanes 

7.7. Quiet Lanes are defined as ‘minor rural roads or networks of minor rural roads appropriate for 
shared use by walkers, cyclists, horse riders and other vehicles”9. Quiet Lanes can contribute 
towards developing integrated transport systems through helping to broaden travel choice by 
making journeys easier on local lanes by any mode of transport, i.e. giving people the choice 
to leave their cars at home. Quiet lanes can also contribute to improving the safety and the 
quality of life for residents in rural areas.

7.8. SPC wishes to support the designation of Quiet Lanes by the Highway Authority in the area.  
In particular, it is considered that Spring Lane, Clapgate Lane (in the section between The 
Street and Ironwood House) and Hayes Lane (in the section between the Downs Link and the 
A29) are justified and would benefit from such designation. 

Aim 2: Village Centre

Support will be offered to measures that seek to control and limit  the volume and 
speed of vehicular traffic through the centre of Slinfold Village in the interests of; 
highway safety; protection of heritage assets and their setting; and amenity.

Aim 3: Public Rights of Way 

Support will be offered to measures to maintain and improve the connectivity of 
Public Rights of Way throughout the Plan Area.

Special consideration and protection should be given to issues concerning the 
Downs Link Public Right of Way and connections to it.
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Aim 5: Off Street Parking 

7.9. SPC wishes to support development proposals which seek to provide adequate off street 
parking to meet the needs generated by development. 

Aim 6: Public Transport 

7.10. The Parish is served by two bus services which are routed through the Village. The Parish 
Council wishes to support options which seek to explore opportunities to improve public 
transport within the Parish. This includes those more rural parts of the Parish. 

Aim 4: Quiet Lanes

Support will be offered to the designation by the Highway Authority of the following 
Quiet Lanes, to be protected by appropriate measures to prevent the lanes being 
dominated by vehicles but still to operate as public highways. 

These lanes include; Spring Lane; Clapgate Lane (between The Street and Ironwood 
House); and Hayes Lane (between the Downs Link and the A29).

Aim 5: Off Street Parking

Support will be  offered for development within the Parish which provides off street 
parking to meet the needs generated, by development.

Aim 6: Public Transport

Support will be given to options which explore the  opportunity to provide improved 
public transport facilities in the parts of the Parish.
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8. COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE

Objective:
Promote the retention and development of local services in the Village.

Introduction 

8.1. Community infrastructure is critical to the well-being of Parish residents. Ensuring adequate 
provision, in locations that are readily accessible to the community, is fundamental to the 
local quality of life. This includes open space, recreation 
facilities, local community facilities, education provision and 
services. These relate to all sectors of the community from 
younger to older persons.

8.2. Ensuring the delivery of such adequate infrastructure often lies 
outside the scope of the SNP, and is reliant on other 
organisations. However, insofar as this Plan can, control will be 
exercised, and support offered for the provision and retention 
of necessary community infrastructure both in terms of timing 
and quality.

Policy 17: Community Facilities 

8.3. The Parish benefits from a range of community facilities. These 
include, but are not limited to the Village Hall, Primary School, 
Shop, including Post Office, Public House, Church and Chapel.

8.4. SPC seeks to resist the loss of these facilities; or alternatively, where such loss is 
unavoidable, secure compensatory mitigatory provision. Proposals for the enhancement of 
such facilities, either by alteration, extension or replacement will be supported.
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Figure 18: Parish Hall

Policy 17: Community Facilities

Development proposals, which result  in the net loss of community facilities will not 
be supported. 

Development proposals for the alteration and/or replacement  of community facilities 
will be supported where;



Policy 18: Open Space

8.5. The NPPF defines open space as “all open space of public value, including not just land, but 

also areas  of water (such as  rivers, canals, lakes, reservoirs) which offer important 

opportunities  for sport and recreation and can 

act as a visual amenity”.

8.6. This definition is considered to include, but not 
be limited to, formal space such as sports 
pitches and tennis courts etc, informal space, 
such as parkland, and children’s play space, 
including equipped areas both for young and 
children.

8.7. Individually and collectively, these areas offer 
important opportunities for sport and recreation, with associated benefits for the health and 
social well-being of the resident population and visitors. Furthermore, open space can 
provide important ecological and environmental benefits, including in relation to the 
character and attractiveness of the area.

8.8. The Parish benefits from a range of such open space. SPC therefore seeks to resist the loss 
of existing open space, where such loss is unavoidable, SPC will seek to secure 
compensatory mitigatory provision. Furthermore, it is considered that development 
proposals should include the provision of open space within schemes, to the extent 
necessary to meet its resultant need.
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Figure 19: Parish tennis courts

• Equivalent  (in qualitative and quantitative terms) or enhanced facilities are 
provided to serve local needs;

• Proposals for the replacement of a community facility ensure the replacement 
facility is made available before the closure of the existing facility;

• Facilities are easily accessible for the benefit of the community;
• There is no adverse impact on local amenity; and
• Heritage assets and their setting are protected.



A
Aim 7: School Provision

8.9. The Parish contains one co-educational 
primary school which is situated in the 
centre of the Village next to St. Peter’s 
Church. There is also a Pre-School 
associated with this school.

8.10. The Parish Council seeks the provision of 
housing development to be delivered 
subject to there being adequate capacity within the Primary School. This  is considered to be 
of key important, to enable the local resident community to have access to the local 
educational facility, in the interest of social cohesion and minimising journeys and travel 
times. 

Policy 18: Open Space

Development proposals, which result  in the loss of open space, will not be 
supported.

Development proposals for the replacement of open space will be supported where:

• Equivalent  (in qualitative and quantitative terms) or enhanced open space is 
provided to serve local needs;

• Proposals for the replacement  of open space ensure the replacement is made 
available before the loss of the existing;

• Facilities are easily accessible for the benefit of the community; and
• There is no adverse impact on local amenity.
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Figure 20: Parish Primary School 

Aim 7: School Provision

New housing development within the Parish will be supported, subject  to compliance 
with other policies in the Plan, and where there is satisfactory capacity at  Slinfold 
Primary School for the needs generated by the development. 



Policy 19: School Provision 

8.11. Where there is a need to expand existing facilities  at Slinfold Primary School, this will be 
supported in principle. However, given the School’s close proximity to St. Peter’s Church 
and its location within the Conservation Area and centre of the Village it is considered 
important to ensure that any future plans respect and have regard to the heritage asset and 
its setting and local amenity more generally.

Policy 19: School Provision 

Proposals for the provision of new buildings and facilities at  Slinfold Primary School 
will be supported where;

• Built form is contained within the defined Built Up Area Boundary;
• Proposals protect heritage assets and their setting; and
• Impact on local amenity is acceptable.
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9. IMPLEMENTATION AND DELIVERY

9.1. The SNP will provide a long term planning framework for the Parish. Following Regulation 14 
consultation consideration will be given to feedback and any amendments will then be 
submitted to HDC where the District will manage a further 6 week consultation period. 
Following this consultation, the SNP will undergo an independent Examination and if 
successful will be subject to Referendum later in the year.

9.2. The SNP once “made” by HDC will become part of the Development Plan for the District. It 
will be used to guide development in the Parish up to 2031. The policies of the Plan will 
provide the framework against which future applications in the area will be assessed.

9.3. Once part of the Development Plan Document for the District, it is  envisaged that the District 
will monitor the effectiveness of the Plan to ensure the effective delivery of it’s Strategic 
Objectives. 

9.4. With respect to infrastructure delivery, HDC has set out the District’s infrastructure 
requirements in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP). This background evidence base 
document will be used to support the District Council’s work on the introduction of the 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). The Parish’s infrastructure needs will dovetail with the 
District’s IDP and feed into the CIL and the primary spend of the CIL monies through the 
Regulation 123 List in due course. 

9.5. In the meantime infrastructure facilities  and services directly required by the allocations set 
out in this Plan will be funded through financial contributions and will be negotiated by HDC 
via S106 agreements and/or CIL (in due course).
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10. MAPS

Map 1: Slinfold Conservation Area
Map 2: Anti Coalescence Map
Map 3: Local Green Space Map
Map 4: LGS 1
Map 5: LGS 2
Map 6: LGS 3
Map 7: LGS 4
Map 8: LGS 5
Map 9: LGS 6
PDS Map 10: East of Hayes Lane
PDS Map 11: East of West Way
PDS Map 12: Nowhurst Business Park
PDS Map 13: Crosby Farm
PDS Map 14: Bridge House Equestrian Centre
PDS Map 15: West of Spring Lane
PDS Map 16: The Cobblers
PDS Map 17: Employment Areas Map
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11. EVIDENCE BASE

Localism Act 2011.

Neighbourhood Planning Regulations, Consultation - October 2011.

A Plain English Guide to the Localism Act - November 2011.

National Planning Policy Framework - March 2012.

Statutory Instruments 2012 No.637, The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.

National Planning Practice Guidance - March 2014.

HDC Landscape Character Assessment - October 2003.

HDC PPG17 Assessment - May 2005.

HDC Settlement Sustainability and Greenfield Site Allocation in the Horsham Local 
Development Framework Final Report - September 2005.

HDC Assessment of Development Viability and Impact of Affordable Housing Policy- June 2005.

HDC Defined Town and Village Centre Boundaries Background Document - September 2006.

Horsham District Council (HDC) Core Strategy & SA/SEA - February 2007.

HDC Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Final Report - June 2007.

HDC Planning Obligations SPD – June 2007.

HDC Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment - November 2007.

Horsham District Local Development Framework – Site Specific Allocations of Land & SA/SEA – 
November 2007.

HDC General Development Control Policies Development Plan Document - December 2007

HDC Horsham District Council- Play Strategy- 2008.

HDC Planning Obligations SPD 2008- 2009 Annexes- 2009.

HDC Facilitating Appropriate Development SPD – May 2009

HDC Acting Together on Climate Change, A Strategy for the Horsham District - June 2009.

HDC All our Futures: Sustainable Community Strategy 2009 -2026 – July 2009.

HDC Leading Change in Partnership to 2026 and Beyond, Issues and Options – September 
2009.

HDC Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment/Equalities  Impact 
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Assessment/Health Impact Assessment of the Core Strategy Review Consultation 
Document, Scoping Report - September 2009.

HDC Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Final Report - Revised - April 2010.

HDC Locally Generated Needs Study Final Report- April 2010.

HDC Infrastructure Study - May 2010.

HDC Affordable Housing Viability Study Final Report - August 2010.

HDC Horsham District –Draft Interim Statement – January 2011.

HDC Horsham District- Draft Sustainability Appraisal of the Draft Interim Statement – January 
2011.

HDC Horsham District Plan 2011-2015- Promoting a Better Quality of Life – February 2011.

HDC Visioning Horsham – February 2011.

HDC List of Locally Important Historic Buildings 2010 – February 2011.

HDC Assessment of Sites Available for Gypsy and Traveller Use – October 2011.

HDC Locally-Generated Needs Study Update: Final Report - December 2011.

HDC How Much Housing Does Horsham Need? Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report-
February 2012.

HDC How Much Housing Does Horsham Need? – February 2012.

HDC How Much Housing Does Horsham District need? Review of Evidence - May 2012.

HDC Locally-Generated Needs Study: Census 2911 and South Downs National Park Update 
Final Report - September 2012.

HDC Gypsy Traveller, Travelling Show People Accommodation Needs Assessment – December 
2012.

HDC Landscape Capacity Assessment – 2013.

HDC Local Development Scheme 2013 – 2016 – July 2013.

HDC Horsham District Housing Strategy – July 2013.

HDC Horsham District Planning Framework: Preferred Strategy – August 2013.

HDC Housing Standards Review – Towards More Sustainable Homes – August 2013.
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HDC Horsham District Planning Framework: Interim Sustainability Appraisal Environmental Report 
of the Preferred Strategy – August 2013.

HDC Economic Strategy 2013-2023 - November 2013.

HDC Horsham District Council- Green Space Strategy – November 2013.

HDC Annual Monitoring Report April 2012 to March 2013 - December 2013.

HDC Sports, Open Space & Recreation Assessment - February 2014.

HDC A Timeline to Show How Alternative Sites Have Been Considered - February 2014.

HDC Market Appraisal on the Current and Potential Future Demand for Business Space in 
Horsham District – February 2014.

HDC Community Infrastructure Levy SHLAA & Affordable Housing Viability Assessment - March 
2014.

HDC Council Report-Horsham District Planning Framework Proposed Submission – April 
2014.

HDC Green Infrastructure Strategy - April 2014.

HDC Strategic Flood Risk Assessment: Sequential Test - April 2014.

HDC Habitats Regulation Assessment of the Horsham District Planning Framework - April 2014.

HDC Transport and Development Study, Deliverable D5, Final Report - April 2014.

HDC Landscape Capacity Assessment Report and Stage 1 and Stage 2 Maps - April 2014.

HDC Minutes of Council Meeting- 30th April – May 2014.

HDC Horsham District Planning Framework Proposed Submission - May 2014.

HDC Horsham District Planning Framework Sustainability Appraisal Environmental Report of 
the Proposed Submission - May 2014.

HDC Horsham District Planning Framework Sustainability Appraisal Environmental Report of 
the Proposed Submission, Technical Summary Report - May 2014.

HDC Settlement Sustainability Review – May 2014.

HDC Community Infrastructure Levy Preliminary Draft Charging Schedule – May 2014.

HDC Annual Gypsy/Traveller, Travelling Show People Accommodation Count – June 2014.

HDC Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment Review - July 2014.

 Slinfold Neighbourhood Plan 

Page 41



HDC Horsham District Planning Framework Monitoring Framework – July 2014.

HDC Horsham District Housing Strategy Annual Progress Review.

HDC Schedule of Proposed Modifications to Horsham District Framework Proposed 
Submission - July 2014.

HDC Schedule of Proposed Minor Modifications to Horsham District Framework 
Proposed Submission - July 2014.

HDC Alternative Sites – September 2014.

HDC SHLAA Update – October 2014.

HDC HDT & DS Addendum TN Final and Appendices – April 2015.

HDC SA Proposed Modification Update – March 2015.

HDC SA Non Technical Summary Update – March 2015-10-08  HDC HDPF Tracked 
Change Version, Inset 3  Billingshurst, Inset 7 Horsham & Broadbridge Heath & North of 
Horsham Conceptual Masterplan- March 2015.

HDC Proposed Main Modifications – March 2015.

WSCC Landscape Strategy & Vision - September 2010.

WSCC Transport Plan 2011- 2016 - February 2011.

WSCC Indices of Deprivation 2010 Results and Analysis Report - May 2011.

WSCC Economic Growth in West Sussex an Economic Strategy or West Sussex 
2012-2020 - August 2012.

WSCC West Sussex Life 2012 - September 2012.

WSCC Waste Forecasts and Capacity Review 2012 - October 2012.

WSCC Waste Forecasts and Capacity Review, March 2013.

South East Water, Water Resources Management Plan, 2010-2035.

Southern Water, Water Resources Plan - 2009.

NHS Horsham District Health Profile 2014.

NHS West Sussex Public Health Evidence Summary Data for PBC Leas, Horsham - April 2014.

Indices Of Multiple Deprivation 2010.
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Census Data 2001.

DEFRA Noise Maps.

Multi-agency geographic information.

English Heritage Map Data.

EA Flood Map & Surface Water Flood Map Data.

River Adur Catchment and Flood Management Plan 2009.

South East River Basin Management Plan 2009.

Parish Based

Aerial photographs courtesy of Paul Armstrong, www.picturesfromabove.co.uk  

Biodiversity Report Slinfold Parish 

Housing Land Availability Assessments (Site 1- Site 15).

Housing Needs Considerations Report: June 2015.

Housing Needs Considerations Report: December 2015. 

Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Appraisal of Potential Housing Sites: September 2015. 

Local Green Space and Open Space.

Slinfold Village Design Statement 2006.

Slinfold Conservation and Design Advice Leaflet No.2 1997.

Strategic Housing and Employment Land Assessment: Slinfold Parish: November 2015.

West Sussex County Council: Historic Environment Report. 
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Appendix 1: Listed Buildings In Slinfold Conservation Area
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Listed Buildings in Slinfold Conservation Area 
show

n by green dots on the Conservation Area M
ap 

English 
Heritage 
List No. 

Nam
e 

Current Nam
e (3

 = unchanged) 
Grade 

Date listed 

1026852 
K6 Telephone Kiosk opposite Kings Head Public House 

K6 Telephone Kiosk outside Slinfold Stores, 4 The Street 
II 

08/08/1989 
1026907 

Cherry Tree Cottage 
1 Collyers 

II 
28/11/1980 

1026908 
Taylors 

3
�

II 
28/11/1980 

1026909 
Holdens 

3
�

II 
28/11/1980 

1026910 
The King's Head Inn 

The Red Lyon (Public House) 
II 

28/11/1980 
1026911 

Chew
ton 

3
�

II 
22/09/1959 

1026912 
Hall Land 

3
�

II 
22/09/1959 

1181064 
O

ldhouse Farm
house 

O
ld House Farm

 
II 

22/09/1959 
1181073 

The Parish Church of St Peter 
3
�

II 
28/11/1980 

1181092 
Forge House 

3
�

II 
28/11/1980 

1181099 
Little Ham

m
ers 

3
�

II 
28/11/1980 

1181103 
Stables to South of The King's Head Inn 

Stables to the south of The Red Lyon (Public House) 
II 

28/11/1980 
1181130 

Stanford House 
3
�

II 
22/09/1959 

1181135 
Church View

 
3
�

II 
28/11/1980 

1181139 
Collyers, Collyers Cottage 

Collyers, &
 2 Collyers 

II 
22/09/1959 

1285173 
Slinfold House 

3
�

II 
22/09/1959 

1354225 
Churchyard Cottages 

3
�

II 
21/04/1977 

1354226 
Post O

ffice, Slinfold Stores, The O
ld Bakery 

The O
ld Bakery, The O

ld Post O
ffice, &

  
Slinfold Stores (4 The Street) 

II 
28/11/1980 

1354227 
Chapel Cottage 

3
�

II 
28/11/1980 

1354228 
Peppercorn Cottage 

3
�

II 
28/11/1980 

1354229 
W

hite Briars 
Starr Inn House 

II 
28/11/1980 

 Policy 2: Conservation Area 
Developm

ent proposals w
ithin or affecting the setting of the conservation area m

ust pay special regard to preserving and/or enhancing its character. 



Appendix 2: NPWG Minutes And Parish Council Minutes; December 2015
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Slinfold Neighbourhood Plan  
Working Group 

Minutes 15th December 2015 7.00pm 
 
 
 

Attendees: Ed Skeates (Chairman); Camilla Gibson; Paula Redmond; Elaine Leyland; Gael Stenton-Chandler. 
Administrator: Jane Bromley. 

1. Apologies and absence: Simon Bailey; Sam Graycon; Helen Dayneswood; David Lewis; 
David White; Dale Mayhew and Laura Bourke. 

     Welcome to a new member of the working group, Emma Grundy. 
 
2. Declaration of Interests. No new interests declared. 
 
3. Agree notes of the meeting of 25th November 2015. The notes of the meeting on 

25th November were agreed as an accurate record. 
 
4. Dale Mayhew letter of 9th December – discussion (letter previously circulated). 

It was decided to agree the methodologies used, from the updated Housing Needs 
Considerations report (December 2015), to calculate the housing range, formally in 
the meeting. This, given the importance to the Plan of having a clear evidence trail. 

 
5. Public Exhibition 13th and 14th November. Feedback to site proposers and residents  

ES had written an article for the Parish Magazine to accompany a graph feeding 
back on the site scoring from the exhibition. This was also to be put on the 
website. ACTION EL 
JB would draft an e-mail to each site proposers advising them whether, at this 
stage, their site had been recommended for inclusion in the Neighbourhood Plan 
and to advise them that further details were on the website. ACTION JB 

 
6. Draft Neighbourhood Plan.  

x Housing Numbers 60 to 100 - Discussion as to evidence available to support this 
range and how windfalls fit with this range.  
The group discussed the Housing Needs Report as updated by Dowsettmayhew at 
length. 
Method 5 – Policy Projection. Supported 48 new dwellings as the fair share 
allocation to Slinfold out of the, ‘at least 1500,’ to be found via allocations in 
Neighbourhood Plans. 



SNPWG Minutes 15th December 2015 

2 
 

Method 1 – With 22 households identified as being in need in the Parish  and at a 
percentage allocation of affordable housing delivery which suited the smaller 
dispersed developments being considered in the plan it was felt that AD1 – 63 
new dwellings was appropriate to Slinfold to deliver this  Rural Affordable 
Housing need. 
Method 4 – Trend Based Demographic Projection – ES felt the ONS were a 
reliable source of statistics and the combination of this with Method 3- 
Household Formation Projection would provide a sound basis for the calculation 
of numbers. 
TB1/ASH3 106 dwellings, being felt to fit the Slinfold situation the best 
 
The Group were aware of the need to plan positively for housing numbers and the 
fact that HDC were looking for ‘at least 1500’ to come forward from 
Neighbourhood Plans. The group decided on a range of 60 to 100 housing units 
some 12 units above the Method 5 allocation.  
Of this range sites bringing forward 88 dwellings had subsequently been 
identified and available to contribute towards the HDCs figure of 1500 with 12 
dwellings to come forward as windfalls. 

 
x Mixed use sites draft policies- the group to agree the draft policies or suggest 

amendments. The group discussed the policies and amendments were suggested 
and noted. JB to forward to LB. ACTION JB 
 

x Housing Policies – (Attached.) The group discussed the policies drafted by ES and 
PR and amendments were made. ES to amend and send to LB. ACTION ES 

 
x The Plan to date. 

  TD had kindly agreed to update the Local Green Spaces booklet to include the  
  changes to the Central Fields and East of Hayes Lane Green Spaces allocations  
  and CG to oversee this. ACTION CG 
  ES was to write the forward to the Plan. ACTION ES 
  CG would update the site matrices following on from LBs comments on the matrix. 
  ACTION CG 
 

7.      Dates of next meeting: Parish Room 7pm, Tuesday 12th January and Tuesday 9th  
      February. Possibly a later date in January to be organised. ACTION JB.  

                     The meeting ended at 9.05pm 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Slinfold Parish Council 
PO Box 315, Billingshurst, West Sussex RH14 9XX 
Tel: 01403 785864 (Mobile 07733-359479) 
Email: clerk@slinfold-pc.gov.uk 
 

 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Thursday 26th November 2015 

7:30pm in the Parish Room, Village Hall 
 
218/15 Attendance and Apologies for Absence 
 
Those present:  Councillors C Gibson (Chair), S Bailey, G Constantine, L Day, P Redmond, E Skeates, 
J Slipper, G Stenton-Chandler and M Wellesley-Wood.  Also present the Clerk M Burroughs, Cllr. S 
Ritchie (District) and E Kitchen (County) 
 
Apologies and the reasons for absence accepted from Cllr. P Youtan (District) 
 
219/15 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests 
 
Cllrs. Redmond, Constantine, Gibson, Day and Skeates all declared an interest in matters relating to 
226/15 ii.  Councillors who are on the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group also have a dispensation 
from the Clerk to satisfactorily carry out work on the Neighbourhood Plan for the people the parish.  
There were no other declarations or changes to Members’ Interests.  
 
220/15 Public Speaking - There were 4 members of the public present who had not come to speak 
 
221/15 Chairman’s Announcements 
 

x Dairy dates – 11th December, Slinfold Scouts drinks party; 14th December, Horsham District 
Council Carol Service; - all are invited to attend; 

x Andrea King has resigned as Councillor. 
 
222/15 Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 29th October 2015 - the draft 
minutes having been circulated were taken as read.  The minutes were amended to reflect that Cllr. 
Redmond was not present at the last meeting.  It was RESOLVED that the minutes be approved and 
signed as a true record.  
 
223/15 Matters arising from 222/15 – an update had been circulated to members in advance 
 
224/15 Gatwick Airport 
 
Councillor Wellesley-Wood provided a summary of the latest position with regard to aircraft noise over 
Slinfold.  He advised that: 
 

x As a result of the changes made last summer, flights are now 500 metres closer to Slinfold; 
x The issue is vectoring as flights take the shorter route heading to the sea.  This has resulted 

in a 300% increase in flights over the village; 
x Nobody is taking much notice of the noise complaints to Gatwick Airport; there has been just 

35 complaints in the last quarter.   
 
The Parish Council RESOLVED to:  
 



x Write to Tom Denton, Gatwick Airport Limited to put pressure on NATS to reduce the number 
of flights taking off over Slinfold;  

x Voice strong concern on behalf of the parish (Mr Stuart Spencer to speak on behalf of the 
Parish Council) at a meeting of Chief Executives of the CAA, NATS and GAL in December; 
and  

x Join with other communities e.g. Southwater and Barns Green to fight against the increase in 
aircraft noise. 

 
It was also noted that there is a public meeting on Friday 27th November for everyone concerned about 
aircraft noise with MP Jeremy Quin and The Independent Commission for Aircraft Noise, in Warnham 
Village Hall.  Cllr. Bailey is attending this meeting. 
 
225/15 Local Plans 
 
Cllr. Stenton-Chandler presented the Planning Report to the Parish Council.  The report was reviewed, 
approved and the Parish Council ratified the decisions made by the Planning and Development 
Committee as appropriate.  Details follow:  
 
New and amended planning applications:  The following application(s) were received in the month 
and reviewed by the Planning and Development Committee.  Horsham District Council (HDC) is to be 
advised of the Parish Council’s recommendations as follows: 

HDC 
Application 

number 

Date 
validated 
by HDC 

Address & Post 
Code of 

application 
Nature of application Applicant 

or Agent Comment 

DC/15/2602 16-Nov-15 

Rapkyns Care 
Centre Guildford 
Road BBH West 

Sussex RH12 
3PQ 

Overhead Lines, addition of third 
wire to existing overhead high 

voltage line 

Mark 
Lythgoe No Objection 

 
Applications permitted, refused and withdrawn: 

HDC 
Application 

number 

Address & 
Post Code of 
application 

Nature of application Status 
Feedback to HDC 

Planning 
Committee (Date) 

DC/15/2305 
Old House 
Farm, The 

Street, Slinfold 
Surgery to 4 poplar Application 

Permitted No Objection 

DC/15/2172 

Halfpenny 
House, Park 

Road, Slinfold 
RH13 0SD 

Loft conversion to include three new 
dormer windows to front elevation 

Application 
Permitted No Objection 

DC/15/2168 

Woodlands 
Hayes Lane, 

Slinfold, RH13 
0SA 

Demolish singe storey lean-to, pitched 
roof garage and link to front and side of 
property. Construct new single storey 

pitched/flat roof side extension, together 
with roof alterations and works to 

existing bungalow. 

Application 
Permitted 

Objection - this is 
not a single storey 

extension.  The 
proposed roof line 
would adversely 
affect the street 

scene 

DC/15/2063 AJW, Maydwell 
Ave 

Prior Approval for the installation of two 
roof-mounted solar arrays on existing 

non-domestic buildings 

Prior 
approval 
required 

and 
Refused 

No Objection 

DC/15/1247 

White Owls, 
Old Guildford 

Road, 
Broadbridge 
Heath West 

Sussex RH12 
3PH 

Demolition of existing bungalow and 
erection of replacement dwelling 

Application 
Permitted 

No Objection in 
principal but plans 
incomplete.  HDC 
confirmed not BBH 

 
 
Planning applications pending consideration or decision by HDC for 2015: 



The Parish Council received a report on all applications currently pending consideration, or a decision, 
by HDC.    
 
Appeal: Planning Inspectorate Reference: APP/Z3825/W/15/3131811 - DC/14/2621 
 
Name of Appellant(s): Ms Fiona Jobling 
Description of Application: New detached 2-bedroom dwelling to East of 1 Railway Cottage 
Site at: Land Parcel Adjacent to 1 Railway Cottages, Spring Lane, Slinfold, West Sussex    

 
Enforcements: None 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the comments and report as detailed above. 
 
ii) Planning Vacancy – the vacancy on the Planning Committee will be considered when new 
councillors are recruited; 
 
iii) Transition to digital media - the Clerk provided an update on her recent meeting with Horsham 
District Council (HDC).  HDC are looking at moving completely away from providing paper plans.  It is 
HDC’s intention to provide plans on digital media only.  The Clerk advised that on occasion support 
may be required going forward for printing plans on A3 paper.  Cllr. Redmond volunteered to help. 
 
226/15 Slinfold Neighbourhood Plan 
 

i) The Neighbourhood Plan - Cllr. Skeates provided an update on the current position which 
included a presentation of that on show at the public exhibition on the preferred sites, 13th and 
14th November, at the Village Hall.  All councillors had attended the public exhibition.   

 
ii) Progression of the plan – to proceed to the next stage of the process, members RESOLVED 

the following i.e. that the Parish Council:  
a. agree that the Housing Need for Slinfold parish during the life of the Neighbourhood 

Plan will be in the range of 60 to 100 houses (including “windfall sites”) and 
recognises the requirement to plan for the upper limit (unanimous 9 in favour); 

b. support the sites proposed as follows to be brought forward for development through 
the Neighbourhood Plan (7 in favour, 2 against) and; 

c. support the proposed sites to be designated as green spaces in the Neighbourhood 
Plan (unanimous 9 in favour). 

Site 
No. Site No. of 

Units 
Public 

Scoring 

13 The Cobblers – Hayes Lane 10 1 

5 Bridge House Equestrian Centre 4 2 

3 Nowhurst Business Park 10 3 

4 Crosby Farm/North of Cricket Pitch 21 4 

2 East of West Way/Nibletts Farm 18 5 



11 West of Spring Lane 10 6 

1 East of Hayes Lane 15 7 

 TOTAL:   88  

 
iii) Neighbourhood Plan Administrator – it was RESOLVED to extend Jane Bromley’s contract for 

a further 6 months. 

227/15 Reports from the District and County Councillor(s)            
 
Cllr. Kitchen (County) advised that Slinfold is still on the radar with regard to Gatwick noise and that 
she had responded on the possible expansion at the school.  She also confirmed that she would 
support the Parish Council’s objection to the Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) at the school (228/15 ii). 
 
Cllr. Youtan (District) was not present at this meeting. 
 
Cllr. Ritchie (District) spoke on the: 
 

¾ approval of the Horsham District Planning Framework; 
¾ re-provision of the Leisure Centre; 
¾ change in financing local authorities and the Chancellor’s autumn statement. 

 
228/15 Clerk’s Announcements and Documents for Circulation  
 

i) Documents for November were available for review; 
ii) Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) - TQ1131NES.  Proposals for waiting restrictions in The 

Street from Clapgate Lane to the School were reviewed.  The Parish Council RESOLVED 
to object to the proposed TRO as it will have a negative impact on parking that is required 
in the area outside of school hours; the Clerk will advise WSCC, Highways; 

iii) Cherry Tree – A2Dominian provided an update on the latest position with regard to the 
development of the site; 

iv) KGV field – the installation of the new play equipment starts on 7th December; 
v) National Association of Local Councils (NALC) – it was agreed to opt in to NALC 

negotiating the contract for external audit on behalf of all parish councils. 
 
229/15 Finance 
 
i) It was RESOLVED to approve payments totalling £6,271.53 for November 2015 (as reviewed 

by members present).  Details of salaries are available upon request. 
Cheque Payee £ Comment 

N/A Saxon Weald £60.28 Monthly charge for garage 
rental 

DD Information Commissioners 
Office £35.00 Data Protection Registration 

200853 MRS M BURROUGHS   Monthly salary 

200854 MRS M BURROUGHS £204.70 
Expenses includes home 

allowance and refund planning 
application 

200855 MR J PILKINGTON   Monthly salary 
200856 WSCC Pension £239.84 Clerks and PC Contribution 



200857 Tesco Credit Card £315.99 Highways/NP/IT 
200858 Slinfold Village Hall £77.00 PC £22, NP £55 
200859 Royal British Legion £30.00 S137 
200860 Royal British Legion £100.00 S137 
200861 SOS Systems £44.53 Photocopier/Printer/Scanner 

200862 SLCC £187.00 Annual subscription 50% t/c 
from BBH 

200863 Grasstex Ltd £2,286.00 CT, KGV, SA and Lyons Road 
200864 Bibby Factors £120.00 Job Vacancy advert 
200865 Jane Bromley   Nov 2015 Hours and Expenses 
200866 Main Events Products Ltd £600.00 Display Boards 
200867 Steeple Graphics £192.00 Banner 

  TOTAL £6,271.53   
 

ii) Bank Signatories – the Clerk has received three signatory forms for Barclays Bank; she 
will obtain at least one other from members not on the Finance Committee; 

 
iii) Precept – members recommend to the Finance Committee that there is no increase in 

precept for 2016/17 i.e. it should remain at £58.74 for a band D property. 
 
230/15 Adopt a Kiosk 
 
Councillor Jane Slipper provided an update on the ‘adopt a kiosk initiative’ following a call to BT.  BT 
has confirmed that the telephone boxes are rarely used in the village (one has taken £20.00 in the last 
three years, the other £0.00).  The Parish Council can adopt them both for £1 each.  The Parish Council 
RESOLVED to approve the adoption of the telephone kiosks for alternative community use, one being 
a mini library/book exchange.  This initiative will be communicated to residents in the Parish Newsletter 
which will be delivered to residents before Christmas. 
 
231/15 Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies 
 
Cllr. Mark Wellesley-Wood gave an update on the last Village Hall Trustees meeting.  Bookings are up 
but volunteers are needed.  The trustees are to hold a ‘promote the village day’ and members were 
encouraged to give any ideas that they may have for the day to Mark. 
 
Cllr. Gordon Constantine gave an update on the last Sports Association meeting.  The Football Club 
are concerned at the cost of having to hire a pitch from HDC for a further year as work is not expected 
to commence at Cherry Tree till at least the spring. 
 
232/15 Members questions/comments - None 
 
233/15 Items for the monthly Slinfold Magazine – Meeting dates and to wish residents a Happy New 
Year 
 
234/15 Establishment Matters  
 
Environment Officer vacancy – it was RESOLVED to appoint Mr Dennis Elmes from Hayes Lane 
 
235/15 Next Meeting(s)  
 

    
Wednesday 2- Dec-15 FINANCE 7:30pm 

Thursday  17-Dec-15 PARISH COUNCIL 7:30pm 
 

Meeting closed 10:25pm 


