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1 Introduction and Background 

1.1 David Huskisson Associates (DHA) is a firm of Chartered Landscape Architects, established in 

1987 and registered since then with the Landscape Institute.  DHA has been a member of the 

Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment since 1992.  The practice is Quality 

Assured to BS ISO 9001:2008. All directors are Chartered Members of the Landscape Institute. 

1.2 This appraisal has been prepared to provide a comparative landscape and visual sensitivity and 

capacity appraisal of each of the ten potential housing sites in the parish that were put forward in 

response to the ‘call for sites’ by landowners/developers, seeking their consideration as part of the 

process of preparing the Slinfold Neighbourhood Plan. It will help inform the required Sustainability 

Appraisal of the plan. The accompanying brief notes on key landscape and visual mitigation issues 

are intended to help inform the extent, layout, form, scale of any appropriate development that 

might be considered, for each of the sites. It should be emphasized that once any site/s are 

selected for development, further detailed landscape and visual impact assessment may be 

necessary to be carried out by the Parish Council and more specific proposed mitigation measures 

identified. 

1.3 The boundaries of the potential housing sites assessed were those defined on aerial photos 

supplied by the Parish Council. Site 10- Lower Broadbridge Farm is located towards the edge of 

the River Arun Valley, but within the existing urban/rural interface of Broadbridge Heath and 

Guilford Road. Site 3-Nowhurst Park site is also located at the edge of the River Arun Valley, but 

solely within open countryside. Site 5-Bridge House site lies in wooded countryside, located to the 

rear of a small area of ribbon development along the Five Oaks Road.  

1.4 The other seven potential housing sites 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 8 and 11 are all located at the edge of 

Slinfold, just outside of the existing defined settlement boundary. Slinfold has a strong rural 

landscape setting and is seen against the backdrop of low ridges to the north and south of the 

village. Pasture fields bounded by wooded shaws and thick hedgerows typical of the Low Weald, 

permeate into the historic core of the village which is characterised by a linear pattern of 

development along The Street. Much of the existing development within the village is of a low 

density and well treed gardens also make a valuable contribution to its setting. Many of the 

existing roads and lanes in and around the village have a rural character, the busy A29 Stane 

Street lying to the west.   
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2 Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Appraisal Methodology 

2.1 This Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Appraisal draws on a range of information contained in 

other studies and reports, including:  

� The Countryside Agency, Countryside Character, Volume 7: South East & London, 

published 1999; 

� West Sussex County Council Landscape Strategy (2010); 

� Horsham District Council Landscape Character Assessment (2003) 

� Horsham District Council Landscape Capacity Study (2014);  

� Slinfold Conservation Area: Conservation and Design Leaflet (1997) 

� Slinfold Parish Design Statement (2006) 

� The Horsham District Local Development Framework 

2.2 The general approach of the Study has been informed by Landscape Character Guidance 

published by Natural England , by Topic Paper 6 Techniques and Criteria for Judging Capacity and 

Sensitivity (2002) and by other best practice landscape capacity studies. The key assessment 

stages and methodology are set out in paragraphs 2.3 and onwards below.  

Methodology  

2.3 The technique adopted to assess landscape capacity involved two main stages. The first was to 

assess the overall landscape sensitivity of the area. This was considered in terms of the 

interactions between the landscape itself, (landscape character) and the way it is viewed 

(visibility). 

Overall Landscape Sensitivity = Landscape Character Sensitivity + Visual sensitivity 

2.4 The second stage was to assess landscape capacity taking into account the overall sensitivity of 

the landscape, the perceptions/values attached to it, (eg tranquillity and rurality), historic setting 

and the type of development-in this case housing 

Landscape Capacity = Overall Landscape Sensitivity + Landscape Value +Type of 

development 

Desk Study 

2.5 This included a review of existing character assessments, along with detailed mapped information, 

based upon geology, landform, land cover, natural and cultural factors.         
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Field Survey 

2.6 Field survey was carried out to verify the desk based information and collect more detailed 

information on visibility from public roads, footpaths and viewpoints (both within the site and inter-

visibility with the surrounding landscape), visual / aesthetic characteristics, tranquillity, condition, 

and relationship between the area and settlement. The key distinctive site characteristics were 

identified. 

Assessment Process/Making Judgements 

2.7 Each site was analysed in order to determine its landscape character sensitivity, visual sensitivity 

and landscape value. For each element, the following factors were taken into account: 

Landscape Character Sensitivity Factors 

2.8 Landscape character sensitivity analysis considered the sensitivity of particular landscape 

characteristics, including landform, vegetation cover, land use, scale, field pattern and enclosure, 

quality of the landscape settlement edge, together with the quality and condition of the landscape. 

In particular, the following factors were considered: 

1) Extent, pattern and variety of semi-natural habitat – This includes areas such as 

woodland and hedgerows, grassland, river valleys and heath. Areas with an 

extensive, connected and a large variety of semi-natural habitat are likely to be 

more sensitive to the impact of housing development compared with those with 

very limited coverage and variety. 

2) Landscape Pattern – areas with a complex, intimate and small scale, irregular field 

pattern are likely to be more sensitive to disruption of field pattern by large scale 

development compared with a simple, more uniform or eroded/fragmented field 

pattern. In particular small scale landscapes are particularly sensitive to large scale 

 development.   

3) Landform – areas with a very varied/complex land form or strong topographic 

features e.g. strongly rolling landform are likely to be more sensitive to   

development compared with those with a simple, predominantly flat landform. 

4) Landscape Condition/Quality – based upon judgements about the physical state of 

the landscape, and about its intactness from visual, functional and ecological 

perspectives. It also reflects the state of repair of individual features and elements 

which make up character in any one place. A range of issues such as how intact 

the hedgerows are, whether the characteristic tree cover is declining, whether the 

landscape is being damaged by intensive agricultural practices or whether 
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suburban features  are being introduced are considered. Areas with well managed 

landscape features in good condition are likely to be more sensitive to residential 

development compared with those in poor condition where there may be an 

opportunity to enhance landscape character in association with new development. 

Areas are assessed in terms of poor, fair, good, and very good condition. 

5) Settlement edge quality – Landscapes with existing harsh, abrupt and unattractive 

settlement edges are less likely to be sensitive to housing development compared 

to those with an attractive or muted settlement edge such as that provided by 

commons, village greens, historic buildings, or by an existing strong green edge, 

such as woodland and hedgerow belts.  

2.9 The above criteria are set out in a five point Landscape Character Sensitivity Criteria Table (Table 

1) at the end of this methodology section and an overall landscape character sensitivity rating is 

given, based on the considerations set out above and professional judgement. 

Visual Sensitivity Factors 

2.10 The assessment of visual sensitivity considers considered the following: 

1) Visual prominence of the site in the wider landscape or as perceived from within a 

settlement-- whether the site is in a visually conspicuous location, such as open 

flat ground or on open high or rising ground. 

2) Views and landmarks- the availability of views and landmarks looking outwards 

from the site. 

3) Visual receptors- the numbers, type and sensitivity of viewers  

2.11 The above criteria are set out in a three point Landscape Character Sensitivity Criteria Table 

(Table 2) at the end of this methodology section and an overall landscape character sensitivity 

rating is given, based on the considerations set out above and professional judgement. 

2.12 Once the individual assessment of landscape character sensitivity and visual sensitivity 

judgements have been made, the results of these two elements of work are combined to give an 

overall assessment of landscape sensitivity.  This is set out in Table 4 below: 

Landscape Value Factors 

2.13 Landscape value is concerned with the relative value that is attached to different landscapes. 

None of the Slinfold Sites are in statutory designated landscapes  However in order to make a 

comparison of the relative landscape value of different sites the following criteria were 

considered:- 
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1) Tranquility/Rurality-relative tranquillity/rurality is defined by consideration of noise 

levels, naturalness of the landscape, visible overt human impact from features 

such as pylons, high density of settlement and extent of artificial lighting in each 

character area. More tranquil areas have a higher degree of naturalness, lower 

noise levels and limited human impacts and therefore are less likely to be 

sensitive to development. 

2) Contribution to settlement landscape setting– Sites that contribute to the rural 

landscape setting of the village or provide physical green gaps between existing  

areas of development are more likely to be sensitive. 

3) Presence of historic landscape features – Sites that are within or adjoin the 

historic Conservation Area, or have listed buildings close to the site, or have the 

time depth of a historic field pattern are more likely to be sensitive. 

4) Amenity value afforded by recreational access and attractive views. 

2.15 The definitions of landscape value used in this study in relation to landscape value are set out in 

Table 3 below. As with landscape sensitivity a four point scale is used to assess these criteria and 

an overall value assessment is arrived at using professional judgement. 

Landscape Capacity 

2.16 The Landscape Capacity of each site was then assessed. This involved combining the Landscape 

Sensitivity rating, and the Value rating as set out in Table 5 below and exercising professional 

judgement in terms of the capacity assessment definitions set out in Table 6 below.  A written 

commentary on the landscape capacity judgement is also provided, including, as appropriate, 

consideration of the potential opportunities for development or reasons for limiting it. 

TABLE 1: LANDSCAPE CHARACTER SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 

CHARACTER 

SENSITIVITY 

CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Landform Simple, large 
scale, 
predominantly 
flat. 

Simple, large to 
medium scale, 
predominantly 
flat to mildly 
undulating. 

Occasional 
variety but 
lacking strong 
complexity. 

Complex 
topographical 
variation. 

Very complex 
with strong 
topographical 
variety. 
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Landscape 
pattern 

Simple large 
scale pattern, 
and or regularly 
disturbed.  
Fragmented 
land cover. 

Largely simple, 
some 
disturbance, 
largely 
fragmented land 
cover and land 
use. 

Some variety.  
Limited 
disturbance, a 
degree of 
consistency in 
pattern of land 
use and cover. 

Varied pattern 
with some 
intricacy.  
Largely 
undisturbed and 
coherent land 
cover. Some 
historic land use 
pattern. 

Intricate, varied 
pattern, 
undisturbed 
consistent 
patterns of land 
cover and 
historic layout.  

Quality of 
Settlement 
Edge 

Harsh, abrupt 
and unfiltered 
settlement edge. 

Occasional 
filtered edge but 
predominantly 
abrupt. 

Variable edge, 
some historic 
but modern 
larger scale also 
evident. 

Variable edge, 
some modern 
influence but 
predominantly 
well filtered into 
landscape. 

Dispersed 
settlement edge 
filtered into 
historic 
landscape 
pattern. 

Extent and 
variety of 
natural habitats 
 

Denuded 
agricultural 
monoculture. 

Mainly 
monoculture, but 
some habitats 
present. 

Some variety in 
habitats. 

Some variety in 
habitats some of 
which are 
extensive and/or 
well connected. 

Large variety of 
well-connected 
and extensive 
habitats. 

Landscape 
Condition / 
Quality 

Poor Poor to Fair Fair Good Very good 

Overall 
Landscape 

Character 
Sensitivity 

Low Low-Moderate Moderate Moderate-High High 

 

TABLE 2: VISUAL SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

VISUAL 

SENSITIVITY 

CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Visual 

prominence 
 

Site is well 
contained. 

Occasional 
views of the site 
 where gaps in 
existing features 
allow. 

Quite prominent. Prominent. Very prominent, 
visible on a 
ridge/skyline. 

Views and 
Landmarks 

No views are 
available from 
the site to the 
wider 
landscape. 

Limited views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available. 

Some views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available. 

Some important 
views of to the 
wider landscape 
and landmarks 
are available. 

Distinctive 
panoramic views, 
 including local 
landmarks are 
available. 

Visual 
Receptors 

Low numbers of 
viewers from 
properties and 
local transport 
routes. 

Occasional 
isolated views 
from local 
properties, 
transport routes 
and RoW. 

Some visibility 
for local 
residents and 
visitors.  Some 
views form 
RoW.  Some 
visibility from 
transport routes. 

Frequent views 
from residential 
properties, 
visitors enjoying 
the landscape 
and from RoW. 

High numbers of 
visitors to 
landscape. 
Visibility from long 
distance or locally 
important RoW. 
Visibility from 
major transport 
routes and/or high 
numbers of local 
residents. 

Overall Visual 
Sensitivity 

Low Low-Moderate Moderate Moderate-High High 

 



David Huskisson Associates 
Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Appraisal of potential housing sites at Slinfold. West Sussex 

 
Page | 7  

TABLE 3: LANDSCAPE VALUE CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 
VALUE CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Tranquillity, 
Rurality 

Not tranquil, 
much human 
activity 

Limited 
tranquillity, 
significant 
human 
detractors from 
rurality qualities 

Some human 
activity, affecting 
tranquillity, 
some sense of 
remoteness 

Relatively 
tranquil, with 
strong sense of 
remoteness.  
Distant human 
activity 

Tranquil and 
remote in 
character,with few 
human influences 

Contribution to 

Landscape 
Setting/Local 
Green Gaps 

No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
contribution 

Historic Features No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
contribution 

Amenity value of 
recreational 

access/views 

No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
contribution 

Overall Relative 

Landscape Value 
Low Low-Moderate Moderate Moderate-High High 

TABLE 4:  LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY 

L
A

N
D

S
C

A
P

E
 C

H
A

R
A

C
T

E
R

 
S

E
N

S
IT

IV
IT

Y
 

 

High High High High High High 

Medium/ 

High 
Moderate- 

High 
Moderate - 

High 
Moderate- 

High 
Moderate - 

High 
Moderate 

-High 

Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate - 

High 
High 

Low-
Moderate 

 

Low- 
Moderate 

Moderate 
Moderate- 

High 
Moderate- 

High 
High 

Low Low 
Low - 

Moderate 
Moderate 

Moderate- 
High 

High 

 
 Low Low-Moderate Moderate 

Moderate- 
High 

High 

 
 VISUAL SENSITIVITY 

TABLE 5:  LANDSCAPE CAPACITY MATRIX 

L
A

N
D

S
C

A
P

E
 S

E
N

S
IT

IV
IT

Y
 High Low-Moderate 

 
Low Negligible/ 

Low 
Negligible None 

Moderate to  
High 

Moderate Low- 
Moderate 

Low Negligible/ 
Low 

Negligible 

Moderate Moderate 
 

Moderate- 
High 

Moderate Low Negligible/ 
Low 

Low-
Moderate 

High High Moderate-High    Low-  
Moderate 

Low 

Low High High Moderate- 
High 

Moderate Low- 
Moderate 

 
 Low Low-

Moderate 
Moderate Moderate- 

High 
High 
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  LANDSCAPE VALUE 

TABLE 6: CAPACITY ASSESSMENT DEFINITIONS 

Capacity Score Definition 

Negligible/None 
         

Key characteristics of the landscape are highly vulnerable to development. Development 
would result in a significant and adverse effect on landscape character and should be 
avoided. 

Low 
Key characteristics of the landscape are vulnerable to change.  There may be limited 
opportunity to accommodate development without changing landscape character.  Great 
care would be needed in locating development. 

Moderate 
Some of the key characteristics of the landscape are vulnerable to change.  Although the 
landscape may have some ability to absorb some development, it is likely to cause some 
change in character.   Care would be needed in locating development.  

Moderate- 
High 

Few of the key characteristics of the landscape are vulnerable to change.  The 
landscape is likely to be able to accommodate development with only minor change in 
character.  Care is still needed to avoid adversely affecting key characteristics where 
they occur.  

High 
Key characteristics of the landscape are robust and would not be adversely affected by 
development. The landscape is likely to be able to accommodate development without a 
significant change in landscape character.  

 

2.17 It should be noted that the landscape sensitivity and capacity appraisal judgements made for 

potential housing sites as part of this appraisal may differ from those in the Horsham District 

Council Landscape Capacity Study 2014 because in the 2014 HDC Study much larger character 

areas around the village were assessed, making an average assessment across the areas. The 

potential Neighbourhood Plan housing sites are mostly smaller in scale, although, even in the case 

of some of these, it has been necessary to indicate where the landscape capacity of different parts 

of these sites varies. 
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3 Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Appraisal 

3.1 A summary of the landscape character sensitivity, visual sensitivity, and landscape value of each 

of the potential housing sites is set out below, together with a commentary on landscape capacity 

and key mitigation issues. The assessment workings that underpin the capacity judgements are 

set out in the assessment tables in Appendix A and reference should also be made to DHA1-

Photosheets a-i which illustrate the landscape character of the sites. 

Site 1- Land East of Hayes Lane, Slinfold 

Landscape Character Sensitivity: Moderate to 
High 

� Enclosing mature tree belts and wooded 
shaws. 

� Enclosure and field pattern forms an integral 
part of the wider landscape to the south and 
east. 

� Semi mature oak trees are an attractive 
feature, with long term potential. 

� Diverse woodland, scrub and grassland 
habitats. 

� Landscape in mostly good condition. 

� Gently sloping landform, slightly rising 
southwards 

Visual Sensitivity: Moderate 

� Filtered and Direct views from Hayes 
Lane and adjacent properties to the west. 

� Filtered views from the Downs Link.  

� Filtered and direct views from the public 
footpath on the southern boundary. 

� Views southwards from the site to 
wooded ridge of Holmbush Rough. 

Landscape Value: Low to Moderate  

� Relatively tranquil, with a sense of 
naturalness. 

� Provides some amenity value by way of 
views and countryside access - well used 
informal pathways within the site (not public 
rights of way) 

Landscape Capacity: Low to Moderate 

� Partially contained site. 

� Capacity within the central and western 
parts of the site only. 

� Northern, eastern and southern parts of 
the site have a low capacity. 

Key Mitigation Issues: 

� Respect density, pattern, scale and style of existing housing along Hayes Lane. 

� Retain wooded shaws, tree belts and semi mature oaks, conserving existing landscape buffers 

� Retain and enhance informal open space.  

� Respect rural character. 
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Site 2 - Land at end of Westway, Slinfold. 

Landscape Character Sensitivity: Moderate to 
High 

� Framework of thick hedgerows and a small 
copse around pasture fields, but eastern 
garden boundaries are more open marked 
by post and rail/post and wire fencing. 

� Enclosure and field pattern forms an 
integral part of the rural landscape to the 
south. 

� Localised hard edge of existing bungalow 
development at the end of Westway, 
although the site has a predominantly rural 
character. 

� Good condition. 

� Gently sloping landform.   

Visual Sensitivity: Moderate  

� Direct, open views are available from 
overlooking residential properties on the 
Street, Hayes Lane and Westway 

� Attractive views from the site to St Peter’s 
Church tower. 

Landscape Value: Moderate to High 

� Provides some amenity value by way of 
views and informal countryside access. 

� The site is part of the original, historic 
common land of the village, which lay 
between the Street, Spring Lane and 
Hayes Lane 

� Important contribution of meadows to the 
existing green gap between properties on 
Spring Lane and Hayes Lane and therefore 
to the rural setting of the village 

 

Landscape Capacity: Negligible / Low 

� The site lacks containment to the east 

� Negligible/Low capacity for housing which 
might only be feasible, confined to the 
western part of the site 

� Any development in the centre is liable to 
be perceived as ‘backland’ infill and could 
lead to the loss of the existing green gap 
between properties. 

Key Mitigation Issues: 

� Low density, small scale development in large plots, respecting the rural character of the 
Conservation Area adjoining. Great care would be needed to avoid the appearance of ‘backland’ 
infill. 

� Retain and manage existing thick hedgerow boundaries outside of rear gardens. 
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Site 3 - Nowhurst Park, Guilford Road. 

Landscape Character Sensitivity: Moderate 

� Southern third of the site has a strong 
brownfield character with extensive, hard 
gravel surfaces. The rest of the site 
comprises unmanaged grassland/pasture 
fields, either side of a wide concrete 
access road. 

� Artificial engineered bunds and poor quality 
depot buildings are detracting features. 

� Remnant hedgerows. 

� Woodland and scrub at the boundaries.   

� Small area of attractive, floodplain Arun 
Valley meadows at the south western edge 
of the site. 

� Varied landscape condition- poor to good. 

� Scattered farmsteads and residential 
properties are visible in the wider landscape. 

� Site is in open countryside and is unrelated 
to any existing village edge. 

� Mostly flat to gently sloping landform, but with 
steeper slopes associated with the River 
Arun valleyside and engineered bunds.      

Visual Sensitivity: Moderate  

� Views of the site from the West Sussex 
Literary Trail and other footpaths to the 
north and west in the surrounding 
landscape are largely screened by 
intervening woodland and hedgerows. 

� High visibility of the northern part of the 
site from the A281 Guilford Road and 
from public footpath at front of 
Farlingham School.  

� Attractive views outwards from the 
western part of the site to the Arun Valley 
and Millwood Copse, to the wooded hills 
around Rowhook and more long distance 
views to the Surrey Greensand Ridge. 

Landscape Value: Low to Moderate  

� Some ecological value from woodland and 
grassland. 

� No historic landscape features. 

� Relatively tranquil, away from the A281, in 
the centre of the site, but urbanising 
influences in the southern third of the site. 

Landscape Capacity: Moderate - High 

� Capacity for housing within southern and 
central part of the site. 

� Northern part of site has Low capacity.  

Key Mitigation Issues: 

� Retain River Arun floodplain meadows, as part of open space provision. 

� Retain existing woodland and hedgerows.  

� Provide a substantial woodland and open space buffer on high ground above the Arun valley with 
only low density, one and a half storey height development adjoining this buffer. 

� Maintain local landscape/green gap between Strood Green/Farlingham School and Bookhust 
Farm.    

� Development to respect rural character of the surrounding landscape. 



David Huskisson Associates 
Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Appraisal of potential housing sites at Slinfold. West Sussex 

 
Page | 12  

 

Site 4 – Land North of the Cricket Pitch, Slinfold 

Landscape Character Sensitivity: Moderate to 
High 

� The larger part of the site comprises a 
small field of pasture, bounded by 
hedgerows of varied height and intermittent 
hedgerow trees. The remaining small part 
to the west includes a group of small scale, 
single storey buildings in business use, and 
a very small portion of a much larger, open 
field to the west, which is currently 
undefined by any existing vegetated 
boundaries. 

� Rural character. 

� Good condition. 

� Relatively level site.   

Visual Sensitivity: High  

� Direct views from the West Sussex 
Literary Trail on the site at its northern 
boundary and from the same Trail looking 
south towards from higher ground from 
Rowfold Farm  

� Some outward views from the site to 
open rural landscape to the north and 
west  

� Glimpsed views outwards to St Peters 
Church Tower and historic buildings in the 
Slinfold Conservation Area.  

 

Landscape Value: Moderate  

� Partial contribution, combined with the sports 
ground to local green gap  

� Perceived from higher ground to the south as 
part of the rural landscape setting of Slinfold. 

� Adjoins Slinfold Conservation area to the 
west and part of a medieval field pattern. 

� Ecological value of hedgerows and meadow. 

� Amenity value of long distance footpath 
route. 

Landscape Capacity: Negligible/Low 

� Low capacity for housing to the west of 
the existing Crosby Farm business units 

� Negligible/no capacity in easternmost part 
of the site which is part of a much larger 
open field and is  poorly contained. 

Key Mitigation Issues: 

� Small scale, low density, low height, farmstead style development only, occupying a small 
proportion of the site. 

� Retain existing hedgerows and hedgerow trees  

� Retain a minimum of a 15m width green corridor associated with West Sussex Literary Trail 

� Respect rural character 
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Site 5- Bridge House Equestrian Centre 

Landscape Character Sensitivity: Low-Moderate 

� Strong, mature woodland, hedgerow and 
tree belt boundaries but these in part lie 
outside the site.. 

� Poor condition due to ugly stable buildings, 
sheds and extensive hard surfaces/sand 
schools. 

�  Flat to gently sloping landform.      

Visual Sensitivity: Low to Moderate  

� Localised, filtered views of the site from 
adjacent properties to the east and the 
Downs Link to the south 

 

Landscape Value: Low 

� Not tranquil 

� Old Railway route of the Downs Link is a 
historic feature on the southern boundary 

�  Very limited amenity value, except from rom 
woodland and tree belts on the site 
boundaries      

Landscape Capacity: High 

� Largely well contained site. 

� High Capacity, subject to the access onto 
Five Oaks road not requiring extensive 
hedgerow removal, associated with 
visibility splays.   

Key Mitigation Issues: 

� Low density, small scale development in large plots to respect existing settlement pattern. 

� Retain wooded, tree belts and hedgerow boundaries outside of rear gardens of any new properties 
to secure long term retention and management. 

� Any development to respect rural character. 

 

Site 6- Land west of Clapgate Lane 

Landscape Character Sensitivity: Moderate to 
High 

� Small scale field pattern in the east, 
divided by existing hedgerows and a 
stream, larger arable field to the west. 

� The northern boundary in the western and 
central part of the site does not follow any 
existing field boundaries, cutting across 
open land. 

� Existing woodland, hedgerows and well 
treed gardens are a feature of the southern 
boundary of the site. 

� Diverse woodland, scrub and grassland 

Visual Sensitivity: High  

� Direct, open views available from the 
public footpath which runs through the 
western part of the site, and from this 
same footpath off site running north 
westwards.   

� Filtered views from the bridleway route on 
Clapgate Lane to Hill House.  

� Filtered and direct views from overlooking 
residential properties on Park Street, The 
Street and Clapgate Lane. 

� Direct, open views from the A29 Stane St 
and from higher land to the west and 
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Site 6- Land west of Clapgate Lane 

habitats. 

� Fair to Good condition. 

� Gently undulating landform, falling away 
eastwards from the A29 Stane St and 
westwards from Clapgate Lane.       

north. 

 

Landscape Value: Moderate to High 

� Relatively tranquil, with a sense of 
naturalness in the east of the site, not 
tranquil in the east closer to the A29 

� Amenity value by way of views and 
countryside access, including attractive views 
of St Peter’s Church tower, and of other 
historic farmhouses and cottages. 

� Four listed buildings lie adjacent to/close to 
the southern boundary of the site and the site 
adjoins the Slinfold Conservation Area in the 
west of the area. 

� Relatively tranquil, with a sense of 
naturalness in the east of the site, not 
tranquil in the east, closer to the A29. 

� Important contribution to rural landscape 
setting of the village, as perceived from the 
public footpaths and Stane St. Existing 
historic properties in large plots are seen to 
nestle in amongst woodland and trees and/or 
are seen against the backdrop of woodland.  

Landscape Capacity: Negligible 

� Open, prominent site, lacking any existing 
containment on its western and northern 
boundaries. 

� Size of the site is disproportionate to the 
scale of the village and if developed 
would not respect historic linear pattern. 
There is a potential danger that 
development of the site could appear as 
‘urban sprawl’. 

� Any likely roundabout access from the 
A29 could be very visually intrusive and 
damaging to character. 

 

Key Mitigation Issues: 

� Respect rural character. 

� Retain and enhance existing woodland, hedgerows and wide green corridors along the footpath 
and the existing stream.   

� Provide a substantial woodland landscape buffer along the A29 

� A large proportion of the site should be retained as open space, protecting attractive views and the 
rural setting of listed buildings and the Conservation Area. 
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Site 7- Land behind the Red Lyon Pub 

Landscape Character Sensitivity: Moderate to 
High 

� Pasture field, partially enclosed by thick 
hedgerows and by dense tree cover in 
adjoining, large rear gardens to the west 
and north.   

� Field forms an integral part of a small to 
medium scale field pattern to the south. 

� Distant views southwards from the site of  
the existing tree belt along the Down’s Link 
and distant backdrop of Holmbush Rough 
on higher ground. 

� Predominantly rural character, apart from 
small pub car park. 

� Fair to good condition-some poor quality 
fence boundaries are evident.  

�  Flat to gently sloping landform.      

Visual Sensitivity: Moderate  

� Filtered and direct views from residential 
properties on the Street and on West 
Way. 

� Attractive views outwards from the site of 
St Peters Church tower and of historic 
cottages. 

 

Landscape Value: Moderate to High 

� Some tranquil qualities,  

� Some ecological value from existing thick 
hedgerows. 

� The northern and eastern boundaries adjoin 
the Slinfold Conservation Area, and ten listed 
houses and cottages on the Street overlook 
or partially overlook the site. 

� The site is part of the original, historic 
common land of the village, which lay 
between the Street, Spring Lane and Hayes 
Lane. 

Landscape Capacity: Negligible/Low 

� Only partially enclosed site, which has a 
strong relationship with pasture fields to 
the south and the Slinfold Conservation 
Area. 

� Limited capacity for housing which might 
only be feasible, confined to the western 
part of the site. 

� The central and eastern parts of the field 
are considered to have no capacity. 

 

Key Mitigation Issues: 

� Low density, small scale development in large plots, respecting the rural character of the 
Conservation Area adjoining. Great care would be needed to avoid the appearance of ‘backland’ 
infill. 

� Retain and manage existing thick hedgerow boundaries outside of rear gardens. 

� Retain attractive views from the site of St Peter’s Church tower and of historic cottages and into 
the site from The Street through gaps between buildings. 

 



David Huskisson Associates 
Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Appraisal of potential housing sites at Slinfold. West Sussex 

 
Page | 16  

Site 8- Land to the east of Spring Lane 

Landscape Character Sensitivity: High 

� Strong framework of enclosing mature tree 
belts, wooded shaws and hedgerows 
around pasture fields. 

� Enclosure and field pattern forms an 
integral part of the wider landscape to the 
north. 

� Substantial field oak trees are an attractive 
feature.  

� Narrow, wooded Spring Lane at the 
western boundary. 

� Predominantly strong, rural character, 
although two large detached, suburban 
character houses are evident on the 
western boundary. 

� Diverse woodland,  grassland and pond 
habitats. 

� Good condition. 

� Gently sloping landform, falling southwards 
towards the Downs Link. The Downs Link 
is on a railway embankment at the 
southern boundary.      

Visual Sensitivity: Moderate  

� Filtered, or glimpsed views are available 
from Spring Lane 

� Some direct views from a small number 
of overlooking residential properties   

� Filtered, or glimpsed views are available 
from the long distance footpath route of 
the Down’s Link 

� Middle and Longer distance from the site 
to St Peter’s Church tower and to wooded 
ridges around Rudgwick and the Surrey 
Greensand Ridge 

 

Landscape Value: Moderate to High 

� Relatively tranquil with a strong sense of 
naturalness 

� Provides some amenity value by way of 
views and informal countryside access 

� The site is part of the original, historic 
common land of the village, which lay 
between the Street, Spring Lane and Hayes 
Lane. 

� Provides some amenity value by way of 
views and informal countryside access 

� Important contribution of meadows to the 
existing green gap between properties on 
Spring Lane and Hayes 
Lane/Westway/Parkway and therefore to the 
rural setting of the village 

� Provides some amenity value by way of 
views and informal countryside access 

Landscape Capacity: Negligible 

� Partly contained site, but there is a lack of 
any strong relationship with the existing 
settlement edges. 

� No capacity for housing in the larger, 
central and western parts of the site, 
possibly only 2-3 widely spaced 
properties, set back from Spring Lane, 
could be feasible.  

� Access from Spring Lane for a substantial 
number of new properties could be very 
damaging to the rural, wooded character 
of this lane and access from Park Rd 
could disturb a quiet residential 
neighbourhood. 

� No capacity for housing in the centre of 
the site, possibly only 2-3 properties set 
back from Spring Lane.   
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Site 8- Land to the east of Spring Lane 

Key Mitigation Issues: 

� Low density, small scale development in large plots, respecting rural character. 

� Retain and manage wooded shaws, tree belts, mature oaks 

� Retain and enhance existing meadows with traditional grazing and provide public access. 

� Respect rural character 

 

Site 10 - Land at Lower Broadbridge Farm 

Landscape Character Sensitivity: Moderate 

� Mostly strong woodland and hedgerow field 
boundaries in the south of the site, more 
open character in the north of the site, with 
some fields divided by lines of mature oak 
trees only. 

� Field pattern of varied scale-medium scale 
arable and pasture fields in the northern and 
southern parts of the site, small scale 
pasture fields in the south west of the site. 

� Existing urban edge and Newbridge Nursery 
garden centre site buildings are noticeable in 
the south of the site, mostly soft edge to the 
settlement of Broadbridge Heath in the north 
of the site. 

� Mixture of medieval and modern larger scale 
landscapes, where some hedgerows have 
been lost. 

� Varied woodland, grassland, stream and  
pond habitats in some parts of the site 

� Landscape in mostly fair-good condition, but 
with a localised area of poor condition 
associated with large farm sheds and the 
Horsham Stone depot. Some hedgerow loss 
has occurred. 

�  Flat-gently sloping landform,      

Visual Sensitivity: Moderate  

� Direct views of the site from two public 
footpaths in the northern part of the site 

� Direct views from one public footpath in 
the centre of the site 

� Some glimpsed middle distance views 
outwards from the northern part of the 
site to the Arun Valley 

 

Landscape Value: Moderate  

� Existing traffic noise in the eastern part of the 
site, reducing further west where there is 
also a stronger perception of 
tranquillity/naturalness along the edge of the 
Arun Valley. 

Landscape Capacity: Moderate 

� Moderate-High capacity in the southern 
part of the site, excluding the setting of 
the listed building,  

� Low-moderate capacity in the northern 
part of the site. Negligible/Low capacity 
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Site 10 - Land at Lower Broadbridge Farm 

� Some amenity value by way of views and 
countryside access, particuarly in the north of 
the site. 

� Prominent listed farmhouse of Lower 
Broadbridge Farm 

associated with small scale field pattern, 
large residential plots in the south west of 
the site. 

 

Key Mitigation Issues: 

� Retain woodland, hedgerows, mature oaks to provide an ‘instant’ landscape setting for new 
development  

� Development in the south of the site should demonstrate a sensitive transition to southern 
countryside edge in terms of density and scale. 

� Any development in the north of the site to be of low density and respect rural character, avoiding 
built development west of the existing north-south running farm track to maintain a substantial 
enhanced landscape and open space buffer (approximately 200m width to the River Arun). 

(Note- the fields in the principal area of the River Arun floodplain and in extensive, very open 
countryside in the north –western part of the site were excluded from this appraisal because 
the floodplain would be very unlikely to be suitable for built development, irrespective of it 
having a high visual and landscape sensitivity. However if parts of the site to the east and 
south east were to be developed the fields could provide beneficial extra natural green space, 
with access to the wider countryside.) 
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Site 11- Land to the West of Spring Lane 

Landscape Character Sensitivity: Moderate-
High 

� Strong framework of enclosing hedgerows 
and thick woodland vegetation around a 
rectangular pasture field. 

� Enclosure and field pattern forms an 
integral part of the wider landscape to the 
west and east 

� Wooded character to Spring Lane at the 
eastern boundary. 

� Some large, mature oak trees on the 
eastern and southern boundaries 

� Predominantly strong, rural character, 
although a few bungalows are evident on 
the northern boundary. 

� Woodland and grassland  habitats. 

� Good condition. 

� Flat to very gently sloping landform 

Visual Sensitivity: Low- Moderate  

� Some filtered, or glimpsed views are 
available from Spring Lane 

� Some direct views from a small number 
of overlooking residential properties   

 

 

 

Landscape Value: Moderate 

� Relatively tranquil with a strong sense of 
naturalness 

� Spring Lane provides some amenity value by 
way of informal countryside access 

� Some contribution to the rural landscape 
setting of the village. 

 

Landscape Capacity: Low 

� Partly contained site, but there is a lack of 
any strong relationship with the existing 
settlement edge of Slinfold. 

� Access from Spring Lane for a substantial 
number of new dwellings could be very 
damaging to the rural, wooded, tranquil 
character of Spring lane and the site. 

� Only 1-2 properties in very large plots, set 
back from Spring Lane might be feasible. 
  

Key Mitigation Issues: 

� Low density, small scale development in large plots, respecting rural character. 

� Retain and manage wooded shaws, hedgerows, and  mature oaks 

� Retain and enhance existing meadows with traditional grazing and provide public access. 

� Respect rural character 

4  
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5 Conclusions 

5.1 This appraisal has appraised potential housing sites in Slinfold Parish, in terms of their landscape 

and visual sensitivity, and their landscape capacity also taking account of their landscape value.  

5.2 Potential sites at Bridge House, Lower Broadbridge Farm and at Nowhurst Park have a greater 

landscape capacity to accommodate housing development (moderate or high capacity) compared 

with sites at the edge of the village of Slinfold. Nonetheless some parts of both the Lower 

Broadbridge Farm and Nowhurst Park sites are very sensitive, being less well contained by 

existing vegetation in relation to adjoining open countryside and/or are unrelated to an existing 

settlement edge, and a number of identified key landscape mitigation measures would be 

essential if development were to be appropriately integrated. 

5.3 In terms of the relative capacity of sites at the edge of the existing built up area boundary of 

Slinfold all have a much lower landscape capacity which tends to reflect, to varying degrees, the 

contribution they make to the rural landscape setting of the village, attractive views, historic 

features and field pattern, their visual prominence and visibility from footpaths/existing dwellings or 

combinations of these factors. The site at Hayes Lane has a low-moderate landscape capacity, so 

some small scale development might be envisaged here on part of the site, subject to retention of 

substantial landscape buffers and informal natural green space. Some other sites such as Land to 

the North of the Cricket Pitch, Rear of the Red Lyon Pub and Land at the end of Westway might 

only be able to accommodate a very limited number of dwellings on a very small proportion of the 

site areas, subject to very sensitive design responding to rural character. The sites known as Land 

west of Clapgate Lane, East of Spring Lane and West of Spring Lane are very sensitive with 

negligible capacity to accommodate housing development.       
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SITE 1 East of Hayes Lane:     LANDSCAPE CHARACTER SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 
CHARACTER 

SENSITIVITY 
CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Landform Simple, large 
scale, 
predominantly 
flat 

Simple, large to 
medium scale, 
predominantly 
flat to mildly 
undulating 

Occasional 
variety but 
lacking strong 
complexity 

Complex 
topographical 
variation 

Very complex 
with strong 
topographical 
variety 

Landscape 
pattern 

Simple large 
scale pattern, 
and or 
regularly 
disturbed.  
Fragmented 
land cover 

Largely simple, 
some 
disturbance, 
largely 
fragmented land 
cover and land 
use 

Some variety. 
 Limited 
disturbance, a 
degree of 
consistency in 
pattern of land 
use and cover 

Varied pattern with 
some intricacy. 
Largely undisturbed 
and coherent land 
cover.  Some 
historic land use 
pattern 

Intricate, varied 
pattern, 
undisturbed 
consistent 
patterns of land 
cover and historic 
layout.  

Quality of 

Settlement 
Edge 

Harsh, abrupt 
and unfiltered 
settlement 
edge 

Occasional 
filtered edge but 
predominantly 
abrupt 

Variable edge, 
some historic 
but modern 
larger scale 
also evident 

Variable edge, 
some modern 
influence but 
predominantly well 
filtered into 
landscape 

Dispersed 
settlement edge 
filtered into 
historic 
landscape pattern 

Extent and 

variety of 
natural 
habitats 
 

Denuded 
agricultural 
monoculture 

Mainly 
monoculture, 
but some 
habitats present 

Some variety 
in habitats, 
some high 
value 

Some variety in 
habitats some of 
which are extensive 
and/or well 
connected 

Large variety of 
well-connected 
and extensive 
habitats of high 
ecological value. 

Landscape 
Condition / 
Quality 

Poor Poor to Fair Fair Good Very good 

Overall 
Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Low Low-Moderate Moderate Moderate-/High High 

 



David Huskisson Associates 
Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Appraisal of potential housing sites at Slinfold. West Sussex 

 

 

SITE 1-Land East of Hayes Lane: VISUAL SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

VISUAL 
SENSITIVITY 

CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Visual 
Prominence 
of the site  

Site is well 
contained 

Occasional 
views of the 
site  where 
gaps in 
existing 
features allow 

Quite prominent Prominent Very prominent, 
visible on a 
ridge/skyline 

Views and 
Landmarks 

No views are 
available from 
the site to the 
wider 
landscape. 

Limited views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available. 

Some views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available 

Some important 
views of to the 
wider landscape 
and landmarks 
are available 

Distinctive panoramic 
views,  including 
local landmarks are 
available 

Visual 
Receptors 

Low numbers 
of viewers 
from 
properties and 
local transport 
routes 

Occasional 
isolated views 
from local 
properties, 
transport 
routes and 
RoW 

Some visibility 
for local 
residents and 
visitors.  Some 
views form 
RoW. Some 
visibility from 
transport routes. 

Frequent views 
from residential 
properties, 
visitors enjoying 
the landscape 
and from RoW 

High numbers of 
visitors to landscape. 
Visibility from long 
distance or locally 
important RoW. 
Visibility from major 
transport routes 
and/or high numbers 
of local residents 

Overall Visual 
Sensitivity 

Low Low-
Moderate 

Moderate Moderate-High High 

 
SITE 1-Land East of Hayes Lane: LANDSCAPE VALUE CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 
VALUE 

CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Tranquillity,  
Rurality 

Not tranquil, 
much human 
activity, limited 
natural beauty 

Limited 
tranquillity, 
significant 
human 
detractors from 
and rurality 
qualities 

Some human 
activity, 
affecting 
tranquillity, 
some sense of 
remoteness 

Relatively 
tranquil, with 
strong sense of 
remoteness.  
Distant human 
activiy 

Tranquil and 
remote in 
character, 
natural beauty 
with few human 
influences 

Contribution to 
Landscape  
Setting/Local 

Green Gaps 

No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

 Historic 
Features 

No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Amenity value 

of recreational 
access/views 

No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Overall 

Landscape 
Value 

Low Low-Moderate Moderate Moderate-High High 
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Site 1-Land East of Hayes Lane:Landscape Sensitivity Matrix 
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Site 1-Land East of Hayes Lane:  Landscape Capacity Matrix 
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SITE 2-Land at the end of Westway: LANDSCAPE CHARACTER SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 

CHARACTER 
SENSITIVITY 

CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Landform Simple, large 
scale, 
predominantly 
flat 

Simple, large to 
medium scale, 
predominantly 
flat to mildly 
undulating 

Occasional 
variety but 
lacking strong 
complexity 

Complex 
topographical 
variation 

Very complex 
with strong 
topographical 
variety 

Landscape 
pattern 

Simple large 
scale pattern, 
and or regularly 
disturbed.  
Fragmented 
land cover 

Largely simple, 
some 
disturbance, 
largely 
fragmented land 
cover and land 
use 

Some variety.  
Limited 
disturbance, a 
degree of 
consistency in 
pattern of land 
use and cover 

Varied pattern 
with some 
intricacy.  
Largely 
undisturbed and 
coherent land 
cover. Some 
historic land use 
pattern 

Intricate, varied 
pattern, 
undisturbed 
consistent 
patterns of land 
cover and 
historic layout.  

Quality of 
Settlement 
Edge 

Harsh, abrupt 
and unfiltered 
settlement edge 

Occasional 
filtered edge but 
predominantly 
abrupt 

Variable edge, 
some historic 
but modern 
larger scale 
also evident 

Variable edge, 
some modern 
influence but 
predominantly 
well filtered into 
landscape 

Dispersed 
settlement edge 
filtered into 
historic 
landscape 
pattern 

Extent and 
variety of 

natural habitats 
 

Denuded 
agricultural 
monoculture 

Mainly 
monoculture, 
but some 
habitats present 

Some variety 
in habitats, 
some high 
value 

Some variety in 
habitats some of 
which are 
extensive and/or 
well connected 

Large variety of 
well-connected 
and extensive 
habitats of high 
ecological 
value. 

Landscape 
Condition / 
Quality 

Poor Poor to Fair Fair Good Very good 

Overall 
Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Low Low/medium Medium Medium/High High 
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SITE 2-Land at the end of Westway: VISUAL SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

VISUAL 
SENSITIVITY 

CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Visual 
prominence  

Site is well 
contained 

Occasional views 
of the site  where 
gaps in existing 
features allow 

Quite 
prominent 

Prominent Very prominent, 
visible on a 
ridge/skyline 

Views and 
Landmarks 

No views are 
available from 
the site to the 
wider 
landscape. 

Limited views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available. 

Some views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available 

Some important 
views of to the 
wider landscape 
and landmarks 
are available 

Distinctive 
panoramic 
views,  including 
local landmarks 
are available 

Visual 
Receptors 

Low numbers 
of viewers 
from 
properties and 
local transport 
routes 

Occasional 
isolated views 
from local 
properties, 
transport routes 
and RoW 

Some visibility 
for local 
residents and 
visitors.  Some 
views form 
RoW.  Some 
visibility from 
transport 
routes. 

Frequent views 
from residential 
properties, 
visitors enjoying 
the landscape 
and from RoW 

High numbers of 
visitors to 
landscape. 
Visibility from 
long distance or 
locally important 
RoW. Visibility 
from major 
transport routes 
and/or high 
numbers of 
local residents 

Overall Visual 
Sensitivity 

Low Low/Medium Medium Medium/High High 

SITE 2-Land at the end of Westway: LANDSCAPE VALUE CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 
VALUE 

CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Tranquillity, 
Rurality 

Not tranquil, 
much human 
activity, limited 
natural beauty 

Limited 
tranquillity, 
significant 
human 
detractors from 
natural beauty 
and rurality 
qualities 

Some human 
activity, 
affecting 
tranquillity, 
some sense of 
remoteness 

Relatively 
tranquil, with 
strong sense of 
remoteness.  
Distant human 
activity 

Tranquil and 
remote in 
character, 
natural beauty 
with few human 
influences 

Contribution to 
Landscape 

Setting/Local 
Gaps 

No contribution Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Historic 
Features 

No contribution Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Amenity value of 
recreational 

access and 
views 

No contribution Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Overall 
Landscape 
Value 

Low Low/Medium Medium Medium/High High 
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Site 2-Land at the end of Westway:  Landscape Sensitivity Matrix 
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Site 2-Land at the end of Westway:  Landscape Capacity Matrix 
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SITE 3-Nowhurst Park: LANDSCAPE CHARACTER SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 

CHARACTER 
SENSITIVITY 

CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Landform Simple, large 
scale, 
predominantly 
flat 

Simple, large to 
medium scale, 
predominantly 
flat to mildly 
undulating 

Occasional 
variety but 
lacking strong 
complexity 

Complex 
topographical 
variation 

Very complex 
with strong 
topographical 
variety 

Landscape 
pattern 

Simple large 
scale pattern, 
and or regularly 
disturbed.  
Fragmented 
land cover 

Largely simple, 
some 
disturbance, 
largely 
fragmented land 
cover and land 
use 

Some variety.  
Limited 
disturbance, a 
degree of 
consistency in 
pattern of land 
use and cover 

Varied pattern 
with some 
intricacy.  
Largely 
undisturbed and 
coherent land 
cover.  Some 
historic land use 
pattern 

Intricate, varied 
pattern, 
undisturbed 
consistent 
patterns of land 
cover and 
historic layout.  

Quality of 
Settlement 
Edge 

Harsh, abrupt 
and unfiltered 
settlement edge 

Occasional 
filtered edge but 
predominantly 
abrupt 

Variable edge, 
some historic 
but modern 
larger scale 
also evident 

Variable edge, 
some modern 
influence but 
predominantly 
well filtered into 
landscape 

Dispersed 
settlement edge 
filtered into 
historic 
landscape 
pattern 

Extent and 
variety of 

natural habitats 
 

Denuded 
agricultural 
monoculture 

Mainly 
monoculture, 
but some 
habitats present 

Some variety 
in habitats 

Some variety in 
habitats some of 
which are 
extensive and/or 
well connected 

Large variety of 
well-connected 
and extensive 
habitats of high 
ecological 
value. 

Landscape 
Condition / 
Quality 

Poor Poor to Fair Fair Good Very good 

Overall 
Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Low Low/medium Medium Medium/High High 
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SITE 3-Nowhurst Park: VISUAL SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

VISUAL 
SENSITIVITY 

CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Visual 
prominence  

Site is well 
contained 

Occasional views 
of the site  where 
gaps in existing 
features allow 

Quite 
prominent 

Prominent Very prominent, 
visible on a 
ridge/skyline 

Views and 
Landmarks 

No views are 
available from 
the site to the 
wider 
landscape. 

Limited views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available. 

Some views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available 

Some important 
views of to the 
wider landscape 
and landmarks 
are available 

Distinctive 
panoramic 
views,  including 
local landmarks 
are available 

Visual 
Receptors 

Low numbers 
of viewers 
from 
properties and 
local transport 
routes 

Occasional 
isolated views 
from local 
properties, 
transport routes 
and RoW 

Some visibility 
for local 
residents and 
visitors.  Some 
views form 
RoW. Some 
visibility from 
transport 
routes. 

Frequent views 
from residential 
properties, 
visitors enjoying 
the landscape 
and from RoW 

High numbers of 
visitors to 
landscape. 
Visibility from 
long distance or 
locally important 
RoW. Visibility 
from major 
transport routes 
and/or high 
numbers of 
local residents 

Overall Visual 
Sensitivity 

Low Low/Medium Medium Medium/High High 

 

SITE 3-Nowhurst Park: LANDSCAPE VALUE CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE VALUE 

CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Tranquillity,/Rurality 
 
 

Not tranquil, 
much human 
activity, 
limited natural 
beauty 

Limited 
tranquillity, 
significant 
human 
detractors from 
natural beauty 
and rurality 
qualities 

Some human 
activity, 
affecting 
tranquillity, 
some sense 
of remoteness 

Relatively 
tranquil, with 
strong sense of 
remoteness.  
Distant human 
activity 

Tranquil and 
remote in 
character, 
natural beauty 
with few 
human 
influences 

Contribution to 
Landscape 

Setting/Local Green 
Gaps 

No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Historic Features No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Amenity value of 

recreational 
access/views 

No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Overall Landscape 
Value 

Low Low/Medium Medium Medium/High High 
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Site 3-Nowhurst Park:  Landscape Sensitivity Matrix 
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SITE 4-Land North of the Cricket Pitch: LANDSCAPE CHARACTER SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 
CHARACTER 

SENSITIVITY 
CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Landform Simple, large 
scale, 
predominantly 
flat 

Simple, large to 
medium scale, 
predominantly 
flat to mildly 
undulating 

Occasional 
variety but 
lacking strong 
complexity 

Complex 
topographical 
variation 

Very complex 
with strong 
topographical 
variety 

Landscape 
pattern 

Simple large 
scale pattern, 
and or regularly 
disturbed.  
Fragmented 
land cover 

Largely simple, 
some 
disturbance, 
largely 
fragmented land 
cover and land 
use 

Some variety.  
Limited 
disturbance, a 
degree of 
consistency in 
pattern of land 
use and cover 

Varied pattern 
with some 
intricacy.  
Largely 
undisturbed and 
coherent land 
cover.  Some 
historic land use 
pattern 

Intricate, varied 
pattern, 
undisturbed 
consistent 
patterns of land 
cover and 
historic layout.  

Quality of 
Settlement 
Edge 

Harsh, abrupt 
and unfiltered 
settlement edge 

Occasional 
filtered edge but 
predominantly 
abrupt 

Variable edge, 
some historic 
but modern 
larger scale 
also evident 

Variable edge, 
some modern 
influence but 
predominantly 
well filtered into 
landscape 

Dispersed 
settlement edge 
filtered into 
historic 
landscape 
pattern 

Extent and 
variety of 

natural habitats 
 

Denuded 
agricultural 
monoculture 

Mainly 
monoculture, 
but some 
habitats present 

Some variety 
in habitats, 
some high 
value 

Some variety in 
habitats some of 
which are 
extensive and/or 
well connected 

Large variety of 
well-connected 
and extensive 
habitats of high 
ecological 
value. 

Landscape 
Condition / 
Quality 

Poor Poor to Fair Fair Good Very good 

Overall 
Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Low Low/medium Medium Medium/High High 
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SITE 4 Land north of the Cricket Pitch: VISUAL SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

VISUAL 

SENSITIVITY 
CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Visual 
prominence  

Site is well 
contained 

Occasional views 
of the site  where 
gaps in existing 
features allow 

Quite 
prominent 

Prominent Very prominent, 
visible on a 
ridge/skyline 

Views and 

Landmarks 

No views are 
available from 
the site to the 
wider 
landscape. 

Limited views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available. 

Some views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available 

Some important 
views of to the 
wider landscape 
and landmarks 
are available 

Distinctive 
panoramic 
views,  including 
local landmarks 
are available 

Visual 
Receptors 

Low numbers 
of viewers 
from 
properties and 
local transport 
routes 

Occasional 
isolated views 
from local 
properties, 
transport routes 
and RoW 

Some visibility 
for local 
residents and 
visitors.  Some 
views form 
RoW.  Some 
visibility from 
transport 
routes. 

Frequent views 
from residential 
properties, 
visitors enjoying 
the landscape 
and from RoW 

High numbers of 
visitors to 
landscape. 
Visibility from 
long distance or 
locally important 
RoW.  Visibility 
from major 
transport routes 
and/or high 
numbers of 
local residents 

Overall Visual 
Sensitivity 

Low Low/Medium Medium Medium/High High 

 

SITE 4-Land to the north of the Cricket Pitch: LANDSCAPE VALUE CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 
VALUE CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Tranquillity/Rurality Not tranquil, 
much human 
activity, 
limited 
natural 
beauty 

Limited 
tranquillity, 
significant 
human 
detractors from 
natural beauty 
and rurality 
qualities 

Some human 
activity, 
affecting 
tranquillity, 
some sense of 
remoteness 

Relatively 
tranquil, with 
strong sense of 
remoteness.  
Distant human 
activity 

Tranquil and 
remote in 
character, 
natural beauty 
with few human 
influences 

Contribution to 
Landscape 

Setting/Local 
Green Gaps 

No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Historic Features No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Amenity value of 

recreational 
access and views 

No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Overall Landscape 
Value 

Low Low/Medium Medium Medium/High High 
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SITE 4- Land to the north of the Cricket Pitch: Landscape Sensitivity Matrix 
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SITE 4- Land to the north of the Cricket Pitch:  Landscape Capacity Matrix 
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SITE 5-Bridge House: LANDSCAPE CHARACTER SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 
CHARACTER 
SENSITIVITY 
CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Landform Simple, large 
scale, 
predominantly 
flat 

Simple, large to 
medium scale, 
predominantly 
flat to mildly 
undulating 

Occasional 
variety but 
lacking strong 
complexity 

Complex 
topographical 
variation 

Very complex 
with strong 
topographical 
variety 

Landscape 
pattern 

Simple large 
scale pattern, 
and or regularly 
disturbed.  
Fragmented 
land cover 

Largely simple, 
some 
disturbance, 
largely 
fragmented land 
cover and land 
use 

Some variety.  
Limited 
disturbance, a 
degree of 
consistency in 
pattern of land 
use and cover 

Varied pattern 
with some 
intricacy.  
Largely 
undisturbed and 
coherent land 
cover.  Some 
historic land use 
pattern 

Intricate, varied 
pattern, 
undisturbed 
consistent 
patterns of land 
cover and 
historic layout.  

Quality of 
Settlement 
Edge 

Harsh, abrupt 
and unfiltered 
settlement edge 

Occasional 
filtered edge but 
predominantly 
abrupt 

Variable edge, 
some historic 
but modern 
larger scale 
also evident 

Variable edge, 
some modern 
influence but 
predominantly 
well filtered into 
landscape 

Dispersed 
settlement edge 
filtered into 
historic 
landscape 
pattern 

Extent and 
variety of 
natural habitats 
 

Denuded 
agricultural 
monoculture 

Mainly 
monoculture, 
but some 
habitats present 

Some variety 
in habitats, 
some high 
value 

Some variety in 
habitats some of 
which are 
extensive and/or 
well connected 

Large variety of 
well-connected 
and extensive 
habitats of high 
ecological 
value. 

Landscape 
Condition / 

Quality 

Poor Poor to Fair Fair Good Very good 

Overall 
Landscape 

Character 
Sensitivity 

Low Low/medium Medium Medium/High High 

SITE 5-Bridge House: VISUAL SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

VISUAL 
SENSITIVITY 

CRITERIA 

 LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Visual 
prominence  

 Site is well contained Occasional 
views of the 
site  where 
gaps in existing 
features allow 

Quite 
prominent 

Prominent Very 
prominent, 
visible on a 
ridge/skyline 

Views and 

Landmarks 

 No views are 
available from the 
site to the wider 
landscape. 

Limited views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available. 

Some views 
from the site 
to the wider 
landscape 
are available 

Some important 
views of to the 
wider 
landscape and 
landmarks are 
available 

Distinctive 
panoramic 
views,  
including local 
landmarks are 
available 

Visual  Low numbers of Occasional Some Frequent views High numbers 
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Receptors viewers from 
properties and local 
transport routes 

isolated views 
from local 
properties, 
transport 
routes and 
RoW 

visibility for 
local 
residents 
and visitors. 
 Some views 
form RoW.  
Some 
visibility 
from 
transport 
routes. 

from residential 
properties, 
visitors enjoying 
the landscape 
and from RoW 

of visitors to 
landscape. 
Visibility from 
long distance 
or locally 
important 
RoW.  
Visibility from 
major 
transport 
routes and/or 
high numbers 
of local 
residents 

Overall Visual 
Sensitivity 

 Low Low/Medium Medium Medium/High High 

 

SITE 5-Bridge House: LANDSCAPE VALUE CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 
VALUE CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Tranquillity/Rurality Not tranquil, 
much human 
activity, 
limited 
natural 
beauty 

Limited 
tranquillity, 
significant 
human 
detractors from 
natural beauty 
and rurality 
qualities 

Some human 
activity, 
affecting 
tranquillity, 
some sense of 
remoteness 

Relatively 
tranquil, with 
strong sense of 
remoteness.  
Distant human 
activity 

Tranquil and 
remote in 
character, 
natural beauty 
with few human 
influences 

Contribution to 
Landscape 
Setting/Local 

Green Gaps 

No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Historic Features No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Amenity 
value/Recreational 
Access and views 

No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Overall Landscape 
Value 

Low Low/Medium Medium Medium/High High 
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SITE 5-Bridge House: Landscape Sensitivity Matrix 
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SITE 5-Bridge House:  Landscape Capacity Matrix 
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SITE 6-Land West of Clapgate Lane: LANDSCAPE CHARACTER SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 
CHARACTER 

SENSITIVITY 
CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Landform Simple, large 
scale, 
predominantly 
flat 

Simple, large to 
medium scale, 
predominantly 
flat to mildly 
undulating 

Occasional 
variety but 
lacking strong 
complexity 

Complex 
topographical 
variation 

Very complex 
with strong 
topographical 
variety 

Landscape 
pattern 

Simple large 
scale pattern, 
and or regularly 
disturbed.  
Fragmented 
land cover 

Largely simple, 
some 
disturbance, 
largely 
fragmented land 
cover and land 
use 

Some variety.  
Limited 
disturbance, a 
degree of 
consistency in 
pattern of land 
use and cover 

Varied pattern 
with some 
intricacy.  
Largely 
undisturbed and 
coherent land 
cover.  Some 
historic land use 
pattern 

Intricate, varied 
pattern, 
undisturbed 
consistent 
patterns of land 
cover and 
historic layout.  

Quality of 
Settlement 
Edge 

Harsh, abrupt 
and unfiltered 
settlement edge 

Occasional 
filtered edge but 
predominantly 
abrupt 

Variable edge, 
some historic 
but modern 
larger scale 
also evident 

Variable edge, 
some modern 
influence but 
predominantly 
well filtered into 
landscape 

Dispersed 
settlement edge 
filtered into 
historic 
landscape 
pattern 

Extent and 
variety of 

natural habitats 
 

Denuded 
agricultural 
monoculture 

Mainly 
monoculture, 
but some 
habitats present 

Some variety 
in habitats 

Some variety in 
habitats some of 
which are 
extensive and/or 
well connected 

Large variety of 
well-connected 
and extensive 
habitats of high 
ecological 
value. 

Landscape 
Condition / 
Quality 

Poor Poor to Fair Fair Good Very good 

Overall 
Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Low Low/medium Medium Medium/High High 
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SITE 6-Land West of Clapgate Lane:VISUAL SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

VISUAL 
SENSITIVITY 

CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Visual 
prominence 

Site is well 
contained 

Occasional views 
of the site  where 
gaps in existing 
features allow 

Quite 
prominent 

Prominent Very prominent, 
visible on a 
ridge/skyline 

Views and 
Landmarks 

No views are 
available from 
the site to the 
wider 
landscape. 

Limited views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available. 

Some views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available 

Some important 
views of to the 
wider landscape 
and landmarks 
are available 

Distinctive 
panoramic 
views,  including 
local landmarks 
are available 

Visual 
Receptors 

Low numbers 
of viewers 
from 
properties and 
local transport 
routes 

Occasional 
isolated views 
from local 
properties, 
transport routes 
and RoW 

Some visibility 
for local 
residents and 
visitors.  Some 
views form 
RoW.  Some 
visibility from 
transport 
routes. 

Frequent views 
from residential 
properties, 
visitors enjoying 
the landscape 
and from RoW 

High numbers of 
visitors to 
landscape. 
Visibility from 
long distance or 
locally important 
RoW. Visibility 
from major 
transport routes 
and/or high 
numbers of 
local residents 

Overall Visual 
Sensitivity 

Low Low/Medium Medium Medium/High High 

SITE 6-Land West of Clapgate Lane:LANDSCAPE VALUE CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 

VALUE CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Tranquillity/ 
Rurality 

Not tranquil, 
much human 
activity, 
limited natural 
beauty 

Limited 
tranquillity, 
significant 
human 
detractors from 
natural beauty 
and rurality 
qualities 

Some human 
activity, 
affecting 
tranquillity, 
some sense of 
remoteness 

Relatively 
tranquil, with 
strong sense of 
remoteness.  
Distant human 
activity 

Tranquil and 
remote in 
character, 
natural beauty 
with few 
human 
influences 

Contribution to 

Landscape 
Setting/Local Green 
Gaps 

No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Contribution to 
Historic Features 

No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Amenity 
Value/Receational 

Access and Views 

No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Overall Landscape 
Value 

Low Low/Medium Medium Medium/High High 
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SITE 6-LAND WEST OF CLAPGATE LANE:  LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY MATRIX 
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SITE 7 Land behind the Red Lyon Pub: LANDSCAPE CHARACTER SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 

CHARACTER 
SENSITIVITY 
CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Landform Simple, large 
scale, 
predominantly 
flat 

Simple, large to 
medium scale, 
predominantly 
flat to mildly 
undulating 

Occasional 
variety but 
lacking strong 
complexity 

Complex 
topographical 
variation 

Very complex 
with strong 
topographical 
variety 

Landscape 
pattern 

Simple large 
scale pattern, 
and or regularly 
disturbed.  
Fragmented 
land cover 

Largely simple, 
some 
disturbance, 
largely 
fragmented 
land cover and 
land use 

Some variety.  
Limited 
disturbance, a 
degree of 
consistency in 
pattern of land 
use and cover 

Varied pattern 
with some 
intricacy.  
Largely 
undisturbed and 
coherent land 
cover.  Some 
historic land use 
pattern 

Intricate, varied 
pattern, 
undisturbed 
consistent 
patterns of land 
cover and 
historic layout.  

Quality of 
Settlement 
Edge 

Harsh, abrupt 
and unfiltered 
settlement edge 

Occasional 
filtered edge 
but 
predominantly 
abrupt 

Variable edge, 
some historic 
but modern 
larger scale 
also evident 

Variable edge, 
some modern 
influence but 
predominantly 
well filtered into 
landscape 

Dispersed 
settlement edge 
filtered into 
historic 
landscape 
pattern 

Extent and 
variety of 

natural habitats 
 

Denuded 
agricultural 
monoculture 

Mainly 
monoculture, 
but some 
habitats 
present 

Some variety in 
habitats, some 
high value 

Some variety in 
habitats some of 
which are 
extensive and/or 
well connected 

Large variety of 
well-connected 
and extensive 
habitats of high 
ecological 
value. 

Landscape 
Condition / 
Quality 

Poor Poor to Fair Fair Good Very good 

Overall 
Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Low Low/medium Medium Medium/High High 
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SITE 7-Land behind the Red Lyon Pub: VISUAL SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

VISUAL 

SENSITIVITY 
CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Visual 
prominence  

Site is well 
contained 

Occasional views 
of the site  where 
gaps in existing 
features allow 

Quite 
prominent 

Prominent Very prominent, 
visible on a 
ridge/skyline 

Views and 

Landmarks 

No views are 
available from 
the site to the 
wider 
landscape. 

Limited views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available. 

Some views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available 

Some important 
views of to the 
wider landscape 
and landmarks 
are available 

Distinctive 
panoramic 
views,  including 
local landmarks 
are available 

Visual 
Receptors 

Low numbers 
of viewers 
from 
properties and 
local transport 
routes 

Occasional 
isolated views 
from local 
properties, 
transport routes 
and RoW 

Some visibility 
for local 
residents and 
visitors.  Some 
views form 
RoW.  Some 
visibility from 
transport 
routes. 

Frequent views 
from residential 
properties, 
visitors enjoying 
the landscape 
and from RoW  

High numbers of 
visitors to 
landscape. 
Visibility from 
long distance or 
locally important 
RoW.  Visibility 
from major 
transport routes 
and/or high 
numbers of 
local residents 

Overall Visual 
Sensitivity 

Low Low/Medium Medium Medium/High High 

SITE 7-Land behind the Red Lyon Pub: LANDSCAPE VALUE CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 

VALUE 
CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Tranquillity/ 
Rurality 

Not tranquil, 
much human 
activity, limited 
natural beauty 

Limited 
tranquillity, 
significant 
human 
detractors from 
natural beauty 
and rurality 
qualities 

Some human 
activity, 
affecting 
tranquillity, 
some sense of 
remoteness 

Relatively 
tranquil, with 
strong sense of 
remoteness.  
Distant human 
activity 

Tranquil and 
remote in 
character, 
natural beauty 
with few human 
influences 

Contribution to 
Landscape 
Setting/Local 
Green Gaps 

No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Contribution to 
Historic Features 

No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Amenity value of 

Recreational 
Access/Views 

No 
contribution 

Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Overall 

Landscape Value 

Low Low/Medium Medium Medium/High High 
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Site 7-Land behind the Red Lyon pub:  Landscape Sensitivity Matrix 
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Site 7-Land behind the Red Lyon pub:  Landscape Capacity Matrix 
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SITE 8-Land to the east of Spring Lane: LANDSCAPE CHARACTER SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 

CHARACTER 
SENSITIVITY 
CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Landform Simple, large 
scale, 
predominantly 
flat 

Simple, large to 
medium scale, 
predominantly 
flat to mildly 
undulating 

Occasional 
variety but 
lacking strong 
complexity 

Complex 
topographical 
variation 

Very complex 
with strong 
topographical 
variety 

Landscape 
pattern 

Simple large 
scale pattern, 
and or regularly 
disturbed.  
Fragmented 
land cover 

Largely simple, 
some 
disturbance, 
largely 
fragmented land 
cover and land 
use 

Some variety. 
 Limited 
disturbance, a 
degree of 
consistency in 
pattern of land 
use and cover 

Varied pattern 
with some 
intricacy. Largely 
undisturbed and 
coherent land 
cover.  Some 
historic land use 
pattern 

Intricate, varied 
pattern, 
undisturbed 
consistent 
patterns of land 
cover and 
historic layout.  

Quality of 
Settlement 
Edge 

Harsh, abrupt 
and unfiltered 
settlement edge 

Occasional 
filtered edge but 
predominantly 
abrupt 

Variable edge, 
some historic 
but modern 
larger scale 
also evident 

Variable edge, 
some modern 
influence but 
predominantly 
well filtered into 
landscape 

Dispersed 
settlement edge 
filtered into 
historic 
landscape 
pattern 

Extent and 
variety of 
natural 

habitats 
 

Denuded 
agricultural 
monoculture 

Mainly 
monoculture, 
but some 
habitats present 

Some variety 
in habitats, 
some high 
value 

Some variety in 
habitats some of 
which are 
extensive and/or 
well connected 

Large variety of 
well-connected 
and extensive 
habitats of high 
ecological 
value. 

Landscape 

Condition / 
Quality 

Poor Poor to Fair Fair Good Very good 

Overall 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Low Low/medium Medium Medium/High High 
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SITE 8-Land to the east of Spring Lane: VISUAL SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

VISUAL 
SENSITIVITY 

CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Visual 
prominence  

Site is well 
contained 

Occasional views 
of the site  where 
gaps in existing 
features allow 

Quite 
prominent 

Prominent Very prominent, 
visible on a 
ridge/skyline 

Views and 
Landmarks 

No views are 
available from 
the site to the 
wider 
landscape. 

Limited views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available. 

Some views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available 

Some important 
views of to the 
wider landscape 
and landmarks 
are available 

Distinctive 
panoramic 
views,  including 
local landmarks 
are available 

Visual 
Receptors 

Low numbers 
of viewers 
from 
properties and 
local transport 
routes 

Occasional 
isolated views 
from local 
properties, 
transport routes 
and RoW 

Some visibility 
for local 
residents and 
visitors.  Some 
views form 
RoW.  Some 
visibility from 
transport 
routes. 

Frequent views 
from residential 
properties, 
visitors enjoying 
the landscape 
and from RoW 

High numbers of 
visitors to 
landscape. 
Visibility from 
long distance or 
locally important 
RoW.  Visibility 
from major 
transport routes 
and/or high 
numbers of 
local residents 

Overall Visual 
Sensitivity 

Low Low/Medium Medium Medium/High High 

SITE 8 Land east of Spring Lane:LANDSCAPE VALUE CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 
VALUE 

CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Tranquillity/ 
Rurality 

Not tranquil, 
much human 
activity, limited 
natural beauty 

Limited 
tranquillity, 
significant 
human 
detractors from 
natural beauty 
and rurality 
qualities 

Some human 
activity, 
affecting 
tranquillity, 
some sense of 
remoteness 

Relatively 
tranquil, with 
strong sense of 
remoteness.  
Distant human 
activity 

Tranquil and 
remote in 
character, 
natural beauty 
with few human 
influences 

Contribution to 
Landscape 

Setting/Local 
Green Gaps 

No contribution Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Contribution to 
Historic 

Features 

No contribution Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Amenity value of 

recreational 
access and 

views 

No contribution Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Overall 
Landscape 

Value 

Low Low/Medium Medium Medium/High High 
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SITE 8-Land to the east of Spring Lane:  Landscape Sensitivity Matrix 
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SITE 8-Land to the east of Spring Lane:  Landscape Capacity Matrix 
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SITE 10-Land at Lower Broadbridge Farm: LANDSCAPE CHARACTER SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 
CHARACTER 

SENSITIVITY 
CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Landform Simple, large 
scale, 
predominantly 
flat 

Simple, large to 
medium scale, 
predominantly 
flat to mildly 
undulating 

Occasional 
variety but 
lacking strong 
complexity 

Complex 
topographical 
variation 

Very complex 
with strong 
topographical 
variety 

Landscape 

pattern 

Simple large 
scale pattern, 
and or regularly 
disturbed.  
Fragmented 
land cover 

Largely simple, 
some 
disturbance, 
largely 
fragmented land 
cover and land 
use 

Some variety.  
Limited 
disturbance, a 
degree of 
consistency in 
pattern of land 
use and cover 

Varied pattern 
with some 
intricacy.  
Largely 
undisturbed and 
coherent land 
cover.  Some 
historic land use 
pattern 

Intricate, varied 
pattern, 
undisturbed 
consistent 
patterns of land 
cover and 
historic layout.  

Quality of 

Settlement 
Edge 

Harsh, abrupt 
and unfiltered 
settlement edge 

Occasional 
filtered edge but 
predominantly 
abrupt 

Variable edge, 
some historic 
but modern 
larger scale 
also evident 

Variable edge, 
some modern 
influence but 
predominantly 
well filtered into 
landscape 

Dispersed 
settlement edge 
filtered into 
historic 
landscape 
pattern 

Extent and 

variety of 
natural habitats 
 

Denuded 
agricultural 
monoculture 

Mainly 
monoculture, 
but some 
habitats present 

Some variety 
in habitats, 
some high 
value 

Some variety in 
habitats some of 
which are 
extensive and/or 
well connected 

Large variety of 
well-connected 
and extensive 
habitats of high 
ecological 
value. 

Landscape 
Condition / 
Quality 

Poor Poor to Fair Fair Good Very good 

Overall 
Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Low Low/medium Medium Medium/High High 
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SITE 10-Land at Lower Broadbridge Farm: VISUAL SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

VISUAL 
SENSITIVITY 
CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Visual 
prominence  

Site is well 
contained 

Occasional views 
of the site  where 
gaps in existing 
features allow 

Quite 
prominent 

Prominent Very prominent, 
visible on a 
ridge/skyline 

Views and 
Landmarks 

No views are 
available from 
the site to the 
wider 
landscape. 

Limited views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available. 

Some views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available 

Some important 
views of to the 
wider landscape 
and landmarks 
are available 

Distinctive 
panoramic 
views,  including 
local landmarks 
are available 

Visual 
Receptors 

Low numbers 
of viewers 
from 
properties and 
local transport 
routes 

Occasional 
isolated views 
from local 
properties, 
transport routes 
and RoW 

Some visibility 
for local 
residents and 
visitors.  Some 
views form 
RoW.  Some 
visibility from 
transport 
routes. 

Frequent views 
from residential 
properties, 
visitors enjoying 
the landscape 
and from RoW 

High numbers of 
visitors to 
landscape. 
Visibility from 
long distance or 
locally important 
RoW.  Visibility 
from major 
transport routes 
and/or high 
numbers of 
local residents 

Overall Visual 
Sensitivity 

Low Low/Medium Medium Medium/High High 

 

SITE 10-Land at Lower Broadbridge Farm:LANDSCAPE VALUE CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 

VALUE 
CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Tranquillity, 
/Rurality 

Not tranquil, 
much human 
activity, limited 
natural beauty 

Limited 
tranquillity, 
significant 
human 
detractors from 
natural beauty 
and rurality 
qualities 

Some human 
activity, 
affecting 
tranquillity, 
some sense of 
remoteness 

Relatively 
tranquil, with 
strong sense of 
remoteness.  
Distant human 
activity 

Tranquil and 
remote in 
character, 
natural beauty 
with few human 
influences 

Contribution to 

Landscape 
Setting/Local 

Green Gaps 

No contribution Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Contribution to 
Historic 
Features 

No contribution Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Amenity value of 
recreational 

access and 
views 

No contribution Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Overall 
Landscape 
Value 

Low Low/Medium Medium Medium/High High 
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SITE 10-LAND AT LOWER BROADBRIDGE FARM: LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY MATRIX 
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SITE 10-LAND AT LOWER BROADBRIDGE FARM:  LANDSCAPE CAPACITY MATRIX 
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 SITE 11-Land to the west of Spring Lane: LANDSCAPE CHARACTER SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 

CHARACTER 
SENSITIVITY 
CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Landform Simple, large 
scale, 
predominantly 
flat 

Simple, large to 
medium scale, 
predominantly 
flat to mildly 
undulating 

Occasional 
variety but 
lacking strong 
complexity 

Complex 
topographical 
variation 

Very complex 
with strong 
topographical 
variety 

Landscape 
pattern 

Simple large 
scale pattern, 
and or regularly 
disturbed.  
Fragmented 
land cover 

Largely simple, 
some 
disturbance, 
largely 
fragmented land 
cover and land 
use 

Some variety. 
 Limited 
disturbance, a 
degree of 
consistency in 
pattern of land 
use and cover 

Varied pattern 
with some 
intricacy. Largely 
undisturbed and 
coherent land 
cover.  Some 
historic land use 
pattern 

Intricate, varied 
pattern, 
undisturbed 
consistent 
patterns of land 
cover and 
historic layout.  

Quality of 
Settlement 
Edge 

Harsh, abrupt 
and unfiltered 
settlement edge 

Occasional 
filtered edge but 
predominantly 
abrupt 

Variable edge, 
some historic 
but modern 
larger scale 
also evident 

Variable edge, 
some modern 
influence but 
predominantly 
well filtered into 
landscape 

Dispersed 
settlement edge 
filtered into 
historic 
landscape 
pattern 

Extent and 
variety of 
natural 

habitats 
 

Denuded 
agricultural 
monoculture 

Mainly 
monoculture, 
but some 
habitats present 

Some variety 
in habitats, 
some high 
value 

Some variety in 
habitats some of 
which are 
extensive and/or 
well connected 

Large variety of 
well-connected 
and extensive 
habitats of high 
ecological 
value. 

Landscape 

Condition / 
Quality 

Poor Poor to Fair Fair Good Very good 

Overall 

Landscape 
Character 
Sensitivity 

Low Low/medium Medium Medium/High High 
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SITE11-Land to the west of Spring Lane: VISUAL SENSITIVITY CRITERIA 

VISUAL 
SENSITIVITY 

CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Visual 
prominence  

Site is well 
contained 

Occasional views 
of the site  where 
gaps in existing 
features allow 

Quite 
prominent 

Prominent Very prominent, 
visible on a 
ridge/skyline 

Views and 
Landmarks 

No views are 
available from 
the site to the 
wider 
landscape. 

Limited views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available. 

Some views 
from the site to 
the wider 
landscape are 
available 

Some important 
views of to the 
wider landscape 
and landmarks 
are available 

Distinctive 
panoramic 
views,  including 
local landmarks 
are available 

Visual 
Receptors 

Low numbers 
of viewers 
from 
properties and 
local transport 
routes 

Occasional 
isolated views 
from local 
properties, 
transport routes 
and RoW 

Some visibility 
for local 
residents and 
visitors.  Some 
views form 
RoW.  Some 
visibility from 
transport 
routes. 

Frequent views 
from residential 
properties, 
visitors enjoying 
the landscape 
and from RoW 

High numbers of 
visitors to 
landscape. 
Visibility from 
long distance or 
locally important 
RoW.  Visibility 
from major 
transport routes 
and/or high 
numbers of 
local residents 

Overall Visual 
Sensitivity 

Low Low/Medium Medium Medium/High High 

SITE 11 Land to the west of Spring Lane: LANDSCAPE VALUE CRITERIA 

LANDSCAPE 
VALUE 

CRITERIA 

LOW DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY HIGH 

Tranquillity/ 
Rurality 

Not tranquil, 
much human 
activity, limited 
natural beauty 

Limited 
tranquillity, 
significant 
human 
detractors from 
natural beauty 
and rurality 
qualities 

Some human 
activity, 
affecting 
tranquillity, 
some sense of 
remoteness 

Relatively 
tranquil, with 
strong sense of 
remoteness.  
Distant human 
activity 

Tranquil and 
remote in 
character, 
natural beauty 
with few human 
influences 

Contribution to 
Landscape 

Setting/Local 
Green Gaps 

No contribution Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Contribution to 
Historic 

Features 

No contribution Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Amenity value of 

recreational 
access and 

views 

No contribution Slight 
contribution 

Moderate 
contribution 

Major 
contribution 

Substantial 
Contribution 

Overall 
Landscape 

Value 

Low Low/Medium Medium Medium/High 
 

High 
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SITE 11-Land to the west of Spring Lane:  Landscape Sensitivity Matrix 
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SITE 11-LAND TO THE WEST OF SPRING LANE: LANDSCAPE CAPACITY MATRIX 
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