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SUMMARY BIODIVERSITY REPORT 

 Slinfold Parish has, within it, many different habitats some of which are highlighted on the 
map.  These in turn, support a wide range of animals, birds and insects. 

 The river Arun runs through the parish as well as the Downs Link.  Both of these are 
important ecological wildlife corridors allowing the safe movement of animals and providing 
important feeding grounds for birds and insects.  Glow worms are often seen along the 
Downs Link during the summer and these have colonised adjacent fields such as the one to 
the East of Hayes Lane where they have established a large breeding population. 

 An ecological study of the Parish’s hedgerows is underway and has already revealed many 
are species rich (hosting five or more tree and shrub species each).  More volunteers are 
needed for this valuable project. 

 There are many mature and ancient trees within the Parish including Oaks, Ash, Field Maple, 
Wild Service Tree, Ancient Hornbeam coppices as well as Hazel, Holly, Sycamore and Spindle.  
Many of the Ancient Trees in the heart of the village have Tree Preservation Orders on them. 

 The Blackthorn found throughout our field systems provides the perfect breeding habitat for 
the Brown Hairstreak Butterfly which is a nationally important species and is also found 
here. 

 Slinfold has one SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest) located at the stream and quarry 
along Lyons Road.  We also have a BAP Priority habitat in a grassland field in Holmbush Farm 
and several Ancient Orchards which are also BAP Priority habitats.  Several stands of Ancient 
Woodland lie within the Parish which are carpeted with bluebells during May.   

 Plant surveys undertaken by England Nature around Ordnance Survey Grid Ref: TQ13A, 
along Clapgate Lane, and associated footpaths identified 74 plant species in an hour and a 
half. 

 Birds such as the Barn Owl, Kingfisher, Starling, Bull Finch, and House Sparrow all reside here 
and others such as Nightingales, Swifts and Swallows, Cuckoos, Whitethroats migrate here 
to breed.  All these species are nationally in decline. 

 Slow Worms are established in the Parish as is the rare Great Crested Newt.  Other reptiles 
and amphibians recorded include the Common Lizard, Grass Snake, Palmate and Smooth 
Newts as well as toads and frogs. 

 A species rich meadow is being restored along the Downs Link between Hayes Lane and the 
Caravan Park with native wild flowers and plants.  Surveys will be undertaken here later in 
the year. 

 Mammals seen frequently include foxes, badgers, roe and muntjac deer, as well as 
hedgehogs and several species of bat. 

 If you would like to help us to make a more complete picture of the animals and plants that 
live around us, you can record your own sightings onto the iRecord database at 
www.brc.ac.uk/irecord.  Your records will then be shared and accessible and you will make a 
real contribution to science and conservation. 

http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord

