
Slinfold Neighbourhood Plan 

  

 Brochure v.1.01 (28 May 2015) 

Proposed 
Open Spaces 

and 
Local Green Spaces 

 

May 2015 

 

Slinfold Village from 200 feet high 

Picture used courtesy of Paul Armstrong 

© Pictures from above (picturesfromabove.co.uk) 

  



Page 2 of 20 Brochure v.1.01 (28 May 2015) 

References 

1. National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), Annex 2: Glossary.  

2. NPPF: Guidance: Open space, sports and recreation facilities: para.001 How should open space be 

taken into account in planning?  

3. NPPF, Sec.8, para.74.  

4. NPPF, Sec.8, para.76.  

5. NPPF: Guidance: Local Green Space designation: para.005 - What is Local Green Space 

designation?  

6. NPPF: Guidance: Local Green Space designation: para.020 Would designation place any 

restrictions or obligations on landowners?  

7. NPPF, Sec.8, para.77.  

8. NPPF: Guidance: Local Green Space designation: para.017 - What about public access?  

9. NPPF: Guidance: Local Green Space designation: para.019 - Does land need to be in public 

ownership?  

10. Slinfold Conservation Area. Conservation and Design Advice Leaflet No.2. s.l. : Horsham District 

Council, December 1997. 

11. Slinfold Parish Design Statement v.2. s.l. : Slinfold Parish Council, July 2006. 

12. Horsham District Landscape Capacity Assessment, Landscape Study Area SF1. s.l. : Horsham 

District Council, April 2014. p. 133. 

13. Slinfold Parish Design Statement v.2, Principles and Guidelines. s.l. : Slinfold Parish Council, July 

2006. 

 

 



 

  Page 3 of 20  

Contents 

References 2 

Introduction 4 

Sites Proposed for designation as Local Green Spaces 6 

Central Fields (bordered by The Street, West Way, Spring Lane and the Downs Link) 6 

Field adjoining Hayes Lane 8 

Field opposite Brackley Burn, Park Street (the ‘Llama’ field) and adjoining roadside verge 9 

Land by Stone Cottages 10 

Land fronting Lyons Close 10 

Lowfield Green 11 

Village Green (former) 12 

Sites Proposed to be classified as important Open Spaces 13 

Bluebell Woods 13 

Cherry Tree Recreation field 13 

Cricket field 14 

King George V field 15 

School Playing field 15 

Six Acres Open Space 16 

Six Acres Playground 16 

‘Open spaces’ reviewed but not included in either category 17 

Area between Six Acres, Gaskyns & Downs Link 17 

Caravan Park 17 

Downs Link and adjacent fields and hedgerows 17 

Field north of Cricket field 18 

Golf Course (Slinfold Golf & Country Club) 18 

Spring Lane & fields to its west 18 

Other miscellaneous ‘open spaces’ 19 

Appendices 

The following Appendices are available as a separate booklet: 

Appendix 1 : National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (extracts)  

Appendix 2 : NPPF — Glossary (extracts)  

Appendix 3 : NPPF — Guidance Notes (extracts)  

Appendix 4 : Open Spaces Society — Local Green Space Designation (extracts)  



 

  Page 4 of 20  

Introduction 

As part of a Neighbourhood Plan, a parish can designate Open space and Local Green Space. 

It is important to understand that, although there is overlap between the two categories, the two 

terms are used with specific meanings, and there are critical legal distinctions between them: both 

as regards what types of land can be included in each category, and as regards the level of 

protection afforded by each category.  Some ‘spaces’ may legitimately be classified in either 

category, some in one only, and some in neither. 

Both ‘types of space’ have protection against development (as specified in more detail below), with 

Local Green Space having the greater level of protection. 

Open space 

Open space is a relatively broad term and is defined (1) as: 

“All open space of public value, including not just land, but also areas of water (such as rivers, 
canals, lakes and reservoirs) which offer important opportunities for sport and recreation and can 
act as a visual amenity.” 

It is also described (2) as: 

“Open space, which includes all open space of public value, can take many forms, from formal 
sports pitches to open areas within a development, linear corridors and country parks. It can 
provide health and recreation benefits to people living and working nearby; have an ecological 
value and contribute to green infrastructure, as well as being an important part of the landscape 
and setting of built development, and an important component in the achievement of sustainable 
development.” 

Open space is protected from being built on as follows (3): 

“Existing open space, sports and recreational buildings and land, including playing fields, should 
not be built on unless: 
 an assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown the open space, buildings or 

land to be surplus to requirements; or 
 the loss resulting from the proposed development would be replaced by equivalent or better 

provision in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable location; or 
 the development is for alternative sports and recreational provision, the needs for which 

clearly outweigh the loss.” 

Open space will often — but not always — have public access. 

Local Green Space 

Local Green Space is a much narrower term applied to a small ‘sub-set’ of “open space and other 

green areas” identified “for special protection” (4) (5).  This means that “new development” will not 

be permitted on Local Green Space “other than in very special circumstances” (4).  The land has 

“protection consistent with that in respect of Green Belt” (6).  Consequently an area of land has to 

meet much more stringent and more specific criteria to permit its designation as Local Green Space. 

Specifically, designation as a Local Green Space “will not be appropriate for most green areas or 

open space” (7). 
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In order to be designated as a Local Green Space, “a green area or open space” must satisfy all of 

the following criteria (7): 

 It must be “in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves”. 
 It must be “demonstrably special to a local community”. 
 It must “hold a particular local significance” because of at least one of its: 

o “beauty”, 
o “historic significance”, 
o “recreational value (including as a playing field)”, 
o “tranquility”, 
o “richness of its wildlife”. 

 It must be “local in character”. 
 It must not be “an extensive tract of land”. 

Local Green Space does not have to have public access (8); nor does “designation … confer any rights 

of public access” (8); and the land “does not need to be in public ownership” (9). 

It is understood that when examining a Neighbourhood Plan prior to its formal adoption, the 

Planning Inspector may pay special attention to areas proposed for designation as Local Green 

Spaces, ensuring that there is sufficient evidence to show that they satisfy the criteria given above, 

including claims made about its ‘specialness’. 

Review 

A review has been carried out of all the open spaces and other green spaces within and immediately 

around the build-up area (BUA) of Slinfold Village in order to assess: 

 which areas should be included in the Neighbourhood Plan as Open spaces, and 

 which areas are “demonstrably special to [the] local community” and should be designated 

as Local Green Spaces worthy of enhanced protection. 

In addition to the legal criteria listed above, a number of factors have been taken into account in 

making that assessment, including the following: 

 Designation as a Local Green Space is usually appropriate for only a select few areas (7). 

 Good evidence is needed to substantiate the claims of ‘specialness’. 

 Some land already has a level of protection against development, e.g. by being held in trust 

or under covenant, or by being within the Slinfold Conservation Area (10). 

 Land already owned by the Parish Council could not normally be developed against the 

Council’s wishes and is therefore in less need of protection by designation as Local Green 

Space. 

 In order that the assessment should be as impartial as possible, current ownership of land 

has been ignored in making the assessment (except as mentioned in the previous bullet 

point). 

The rest of this document lists all open spaces that have been reviewed, the provisional decisions 

reached, a summary of the factors taken into account in those decisions, and any additional 

information or evidence needed. 

The areas are listed in groups according to the provisional decisions reached.  Within each group, 

they are listed alphabetically.
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Sites Proposed for designation as Local Green Spaces 

Central Fields (bordered by The Street, West Way, Spring Lane and the Downs Link) 

 Location: 
o Variously adjoins Conservation Area (to N & NW); BUA (to NE, N & W); Adjoins the 

Downs Link (to S). 

 Notes: 
o Encompasses three potential Development sites: 2. Land at end of West Way; 7. Land 

behind Red Lyon; 8. Land east of Spring Lane. 

 Ownership: Multiple private landowners 

 Public access & views:  
o No public access, except to the “Pub field” from the Red Lyon beer garden for 

occasional pub/village activities arranged with the pub owners. 
o Views from pub garden, West Way, Park Road, Spring Lane, Downs Link, and adjoining 

properties.  Some of these views are noted in the Parish Design Statement. 
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 Questionnaire Results following Public Consultation on 17th & 18th April 2015 
o 72.5% (132/182) of respondents thought it “important to protect: … the Fields at the 

centre of the village (bordered by The Street, West Way, Spring Lane, & the Downs 
Link)” 

o 69.7% (122/175) of respondents thought it “important to protect: … Distinctive views … 
Over the central fields from the Red Lyon public house”. 

o 73.1% (128/175) of respondents thought it “important to protect: … Distinctive views … 
Towards the conservation area over the central fields from the Downs Link”. 

o 68.0% (119/175) of respondents thought it “important to protect: … Distinctive views … 
Towards the conservation area over the central fields from Spring Lane”. 

Analysis of criteria for designation as a Local Green Space 

 Beauty: 
o These fields are critical to several of the important views listed in the Slinfold 

Conservation Area leaflet (10) and in the Slinfold Parish Design Statement (11). 
o The central fields ‘frame’ many views to and from the village centre. They are vital to Slinfold, 

and are regarded as sacrosanct by virtually all residents.” ( (11) p.20, col.2) 

o “Very important contribution of extensive, undeveloped green area to the village setting.” (12) 
o “Due to the extent to which the area is visible from adjoining residential properties and in part 

from Spring Lane, visual sensitivity of this area  … is assessed as moderate to high. “ (12) 

 Historic significance: 
o  “The fields directly abutting the Conservation Area should be preserved as they reflect the 

original form of the area which dates from before the 12
th

 Century.  The 1843 Tithe Map shows 
there has been little change to the land around the Conservation Area, and this should continue 
to be respected.  The loss of these fields to development would not preserve or enhance the 

area’s special character.” (10) 
o  “The area round the church and along the Street was gradually developed through the 16

th
 and 

17
th

 centuries but the former common land area within the curve of The Street, now part of the 

village’s central fields, remained as open farm land.” ( (11) p.5, col.1) 

o “the village’s central fields … are regarded … as part of what makes Slinfold so special.” ( (11) 
p.5, col.2) 

 Recreational value: 
o All the land is currently in private ownership with no public access, except as to the 

“Pub field” for special events. 

 Tranquility: 
o The lack of development in this central area contributes substantially to the tranquility 

of all properties around it; to “[r]ural character of Spring Lane” (12); and to the rural 
character of the adjoining section of the Downs Link. 

 Richness of wildlife: 
o This area includes: 

 a small ‘Traditional Orchard’ (see map); 
 “Small-medium scale field pattern” (12); 

 “Pasture fields bounded by thick hedgerows, hedgerow trees and gardens of residential 
properties” (ibid); 

 “Landscape in good condition due to intact hedgerow pattern” (ibid); 
 “Some ecological interest of species rich hedgerows” (ibid). 
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Field adjoining Hayes Lane 

 Location: Adjoining BUA across the Downs Link to the N., and across Hayes Lane to the E.. 

 Note: This field is the potential Development site: 1. Land east of Hayes Lane 

 Ownership: Option agreement (Aug 2012) exists in favour of Taylor Wimpy 

 Public access: 
o Is readily accessible from the Downs Link & Hayes Lane, and has long been used by 

locals for dog walking and other activities without any hindrance or complaint. 

Analysis of criteria for designation as a Local Green Space 

 Beauty: N/A 

 Historic significance: 
This field lies to the east of Hayes Lane and is 
bounded on its northern side by the Downs Link; 
formerly the railway line, which crossed Hayes 
Lane on a substantial bridge. 
When the properties opposite the field, on the 
western side of Hayes Lane, were built (for brick-
yard workers) in the early 1900s in front of the 
then a brick yard, those properties and this field 
were isolated from the main part of Slinfold 
Village: there were then few properties on either 
side of Hayes Lane north of the railway line. 
Almost all later development occurred north of 
the railway line / Downs Link, the western side 
during the first half of the 20th century, and the eastern side post war.  ( (11) pp.11-12) 
The railway line / Downs Link has continued to mark the southern end of the urbanisation of 
Hayes Lane, and today still constitutes the point at which the developed “Road” to the north 
becomes a “Lane” to the south. 

 Recreational value:  
o This field provides one of the few larger spaces around Slinfold where dogs can safely 

be let off the leash, and where children/youths can play. 

 Tranquility: 
o This field contributes substantially to the ‘feel’ of Hayes Lane becoming rural, rather 

than urban, at this point. 
o It also contributes substantially to the neighbouring section of the Downs Link 

remaining relatively tranquil, especially as its northern side along this section is already 
developed.  Any development of this field would result in this part of the Downs Link 
passing between two developed urban areas. 

 Richness of wildlife: 
o This field has been un-cultivated for at least 3 decades and is ‘re-wilding’. 
o It contains three distinct habitats: scrub, grassland, & mature/ancient hedgerows/trees 

surrounding it. 
o The field has a large population of glow worms, and of reptiles, including slow worms, 

common lizards, & grass snakes. 
o Brown Hairstreak butterflies live and breed here — a species of national importance. 
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Field opposite Brackley Burn, Park Street (the ‘Llama’ field) and adjoining roadside verge 

 Location: Outside the BUA. 

 Notes: Includes a registered “Traditional Orchard”. 

 Ownership: currently under ‘Sale Agreed’ 

 Public access & views: 
o No public access 
o Views from Park Street 

Analysis of criteria for designation as a Local Green Space 

 Beauty: 
o Contributes to the more rural nature of the former separate hamlet at the western end 

of Park Street. 

 Historic significance: 
o Park Street was originally a separate hamlet from Slinfold, and remained so until the 

1950s. 
o A stream, line of trees, the absence of a roadside footpath, and, at this point, a wide 

road-side verge, continue to provide a very visual and marked separation between the 
old and newer sections of Park Street. 

o This field Lying between the two properties at the western end of the south side of Park 
Street and the stream & line of trees mentioned above, this field visually reinforces the 
historical separation between the original hamlet of Park Street and the rest of village. 

 Recreational value: N/A 

 Tranquility: Helps to maintain the more rural & historic nature of the western end of Park 
Street. 

 Richness of wildlife: 
o Includes a registered “Traditional Orchard” and is a “Priority Habitat”. 
o It has been kept as a field and orchard for the past 50+ years. 

  



Sites Proposed for designation as Local Green Spaces 

Page 10 of 20 Brochure v.1.01 (28 May 2015) 

Land by Stone Cottages 

 Location: Within Conservation Area & BUA. 

 Notes: 
o The road-side strip of land adjoining the gardens of 

Stone Cottages should perhaps also be included as 
part of the same former “road side strip of waste land”. 

o Could possibly be improved & made more attractive by PC. 

 Ownership: unknown 

 Public access & views: Open to the roadside. 

Analysis of criteria for designation as a Local Green Space 

 Historic significance: 
o “Stone Cottages formed part of a set of three pairs of 

like cottages, built on a road side strip of waste land, as 

shown on the Tithe Map” (10) and the triangular 
piece of land constitutes the remainder of that 
“road side strip of waste land”. 

Land fronting Lyons Close 

 Location: 
o Within the BUA. 
o Partly within the Conservation Area, but mainly outside it. 

 Ownership: unknown 

 Public access & views: 
o Open to the roadside and pavement. 
o Ensures all properties in Lyons Close have a view of Lyons Road & the Cricket Field, and 

beyond. 

 Questionnaire Results following Public Consultation on 17th & 18th April 2015 
o 58.3% (102/175) of respondents thought it “important to protect: … Distinctive views … 

over the cricket field and beyond from Lyons Road”. 
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Analysis of criteria for designation as a Local Green Space 

 Beauty: 
o Contains a large ‘specimen’ tree. 
o Contributes to the openness of this village ‘entrance’ with open space on both sides of 

the road. 

 Historic significance: 
o “Lyons Close was built c. 1950 around three sides of a square.” ( (11) p.20, col.1) and has always 

enjoyed open views across to the Cricket Field and beyond. 

 Recreational value: 
o Small informal meeting & recreation area, with seating available. 

 Tranquility: 
o Openness contributes to the quieter rural feel of the area. 

o Richness of wildlife: N/A 

Lowfield Green 

 Location: Inside the BUA. 

 Ownership: unknown 

 Public access & views:  
o Very accessible — surrounded on 3 sides by public roads, 

with no barriers 
o No notable views 

Analysis of criteria for designation as a Local Green Space 

 Beauty: 
o “The tree-covered ‘Lowfield Green’ at the junction of Streetfield Road and Hayes Lane is an 

important visual, and actual, amenity.” ( (11) p.20, col.2) 
o It provides a feeling of space on what is the most built-up road in the village and provides an 

informal meeting and recreation area for local children and youths.” (ibid) 

 Historic significance: 
o It marks the ‘entrance’ to the former (1950s?) ‘Council Estate’. 

 Recreational value: 
o “[It] provides an informal meeting and recreation area for local children and youths.”. ( (11) p.20, 

col.2) 

 Tranquility: 
o “It provides a feeling of space on what is the most built-up road in the village”. ( (11) p.20, col.2) 

o It is one of the “few [remaining] open spaces” “[w]ithin the village”. ( (11) p.20, col.1) 

 Richness of wildlife: N/A 
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Village Green (former) 

 Location: Within Conservation Area & BUAB. 

 Notes: 
o Extent of proposed designation to be 

reviewed: as currently shown on the map, 
it includes the hard area in front of the 
shop as far as the wall of Windalls, and also 
the pavement and road-side grass area. 

 Ownership: Properties fronting it. 

 Public access & views: 
o Private land, but immediately adjacent to 

the adjoining pavement with no barrier. 

Analysis of criteria for designation as a Local 

Green Space 

 Beauty: 
o Area includes a number of trees and plants. 

 Historic significance: 
o “The area bounded by the Red Lyon, Stanford House, Slinfold House, the Old Bakery and the old 

Post Office formed a village green which was once used for all kinds of communal activities and 
was the site of the annual fair. Over the years this ‘village green’ has been encroached upon and 
the land has been taken into private ownership. However to date this has not prevented village 
events, such as the annual Village Day, from taking place there and it remains relatively ‘open’.” ( 
(11) p.20, col.1) 

o “The remnant of the old village green has buildings fronting onto it, with small private gardens 
extending onto what would have been public land several centuries ago.  This enclosure, along 
with the addition of brick ranges to the Kings Head [now the ‘Red Lyon’], the Old Bakery and 
Village Stores, all based on 15

th
 Century open hall timber framed houses, have eroded the green.  

The use of very low boundaries around the gardens, and the continued use of building for the 
Village Store have maintained this historic open space which remains a focus for village life.  It is 
important that further enclosure is avoided.” (10) 

 Recreational value: 
o It’s a village meeting point, with seating available, and is used for some village events. 

 Tranquility: 
o Brings an open & village ‘feel’ to the village centre. 

 Richness of wildlife: N/A 
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Sites Proposed to be classified as important Open Spaces 

Bluebell Woods  

 Decision 
o It is felt that there is no need for this area to be designated as a Local Green Space, as 

the Bluebell Woods are designated as Ancient Woodland. 
o It is therefore being allocated as an Open Space (informal). 

 Location: Outside BUA 

 Ownership: AJW? 

 Questionnaire Results 
following Public Consultation 
on 17th & 18th April 2015 
o 76.9% (140/182) of 

respondents thought it 
“important to protect: … 
Cherry Tree recreation 
field and the bluebell 
woods beyond”. 

 Public access: 
o Although there is a notice 

saying that this land is 
private, it is understood 
that the current owner 
permits public access, 
which is available both from the Cherry Tree Recreation field and from Spring Lane / 
Downs Link via a footpath across Maydwell Avenue. 

 Sport and recreation: Walking & public enjoyment 

 Visual amenity: Views of the huge abundance of bluebells in season. 

Cherry Tree Recreation field 

 Decision:  
o There is no need for this area to be designated as a Local Green Space, as it will 

imminently be in PC ownership. 
o It is therefore being allocated as an Open Space (formal). 

 Location: Outside BUA 

 Ownership: Imminently being passed to PC ownership as part of the arrangement relating to 
the development of the area behind Nos 1-25 Hayes Lane 

 Questionnaire Results: see under Bluebell Woods above. 

 Public access: General public access for walking & access to Bluebell Woods 

 Sport and recreation: 
o Tennis courts & football pitch for club use. 
o Walking & public enjoyment 

 Visual amenity: N/A  
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Cricket field 

 Decision:  
o Although it is felt that this area would satisfy the criteria for a Local Green Space, it is 

considered that the land is already well protected from development by being held in 
trust for the village, and that therefore there is no need to designate it as a Local Green 
Space.  

o Consequently, it is being allocated as an Open Space (formal). 

 Location: Outside — but adjoining — the BUA & the Conservation Area. 

 Ownership: Owned in trust by the Cricket Club. 

 Questionnaire Results following Public Consultation on 17th & 18th April 2015 
o 91.8% (167/182) of respondents thought it “important to protect: … Cricket Pitch”. 
o 58.3% (102/175) of respondents thought it “important to protect: … Distinctive views … 

over the cricket field and beyond from Lyons Road”. 

 Public access: 
o Not formally open for public use, but is used informally. 

 Sport and recreation: 
o Cricket field 

 Visual amenity: 
o View across the Cricket Field is one of the ‘important views’ noted in the Conservation 

Area leaflet & the Parish Design Statement. 
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King George V field 

 Decision 
o No need for designation as a Local 

Green Space because it is already in PC 
ownership and protected under the 
King George V Trust. 

o To be included as a recreational Open 
Space (formal). 

 Location: Inside the BUA. 

 Ownership: Parish Council / KGV Trust 

 Questionnaire Results following Public 
Consultation on 17th & 18th April 2015 
o 57.1% (104/182) of respondents 

thought it “important to protect: … King George V field”. 

 Public access: 
o On foot only, from Greenfield Road & from The Grattons 

 Sport and recreation: 
o Children’s playground with play equipment. 
o Currently used by local Scouts, etc. because Scout Hut is in close proximity. 

 Visual amenity: N/A 

School Playing field 

 Decision: 
o Not applicable as a designated Local Green Space 
o Some protection by being within the Conservation Area & in WSCC ownership 
o To be included as a recreational Open Space (formal). 

 Location: Inside the 
Conservation Area and the 
BUA 

 Ownership: WSCC  

 Public access: 
o No formal public access, 

except for school access 
and special events. 

 Sport and recreation: 
o School playing field 

 Visual amenity 
o Very much part of the 

‘street scene’ view from 
The Street 

  



Sites Proposed to be classified as important Open Spaces 

Page 16 of 20 Brochure v.1.01 (28 May 2015) 

Six Acres Open Space 

 Decision 
o It could not reasonably be claimed as being “demonstrably special to [the] local 

community and hold[ing] a particular local significance”. 
o To be included as a recreational Open Space (informal). 

 Location: Inside the BUA. 

 Ownership: Parish Council  

 Questionnaire Results following Public Consultation on 17th & 18th April 2015 
o 50.0% (91/182)of respondents thought it “important to protect: … Six Acres ‘kick about’ 

area”. 

 Public access: 
o Very accessible from the Six Acres estate & the Downs Link 

 Sport and recreation: 
o Open public play area 
o Part of circular walk around the housing estate 
o Provides access to Downs Link & other public footpaths 

 Visual amenity 
o Includes trees & shrubs outside the 

play area 

Six Acres Playground 

 Decision 
o Would not qualify as a Local Green 

Space “demonstrably special to [the] 
local community and hold[ing] a 
particular local significance”. 

o To be included as a recreational 
Open Space (formal). 

 Location: Inside the BUA. 

 Ownership: Parish Council  

 Public access: 
o Directly accessible from the street. 

 Sport and recreation: 
o Children’s playground with play 

equipment for young children. 

 Visual amenity: N/A 
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‘Open spaces’ reviewed but not included in either category 

Area between Six Acres, Gaskyns & Downs Link 

 Decision 
o Although briefly considered for designation as a Local Green Space, this is little more 

than an area of scrubland that people pass through on the footpath between the 
Downs Link and Six Acres. 

o On reflection, there are no substantive reasons to claim it as being “demonstrably 
special to [the] local community and hold[ing] a particular local significance”. 

o Nor is there thought to be any advantage in designating it as an Open Space. 

 Location: 
o A small triangular piece of scrubland immediately sandwiched between the Downs Link 

to the south, Six Acres to the west, and Gaskyns to the east. 
o Abuts the existing eastern boundary of BUA at Six Acres. 

 Ownership: unknown 

 Public access: 
o Public Footpath passes through it connecting the Downs Link and the Six Acres estate. 

 Sport and recreation:  Used by walkers between the Downs Link path and Six Acres. 

 Visual amenity: N/A 

Caravan Park 

 Decision 
o Insufficient grounds for designation as Local Green Space. 
o Consider designation as an Asset of Community Value. 

 Ownership: Caravan Club 

 Questionnaire Results following Public Consultation on 17th & 18th April 2015 
o 46.2% (84/182) of respondents thought it “important to protect: … Caravan Park”. 

 Public access: Not open to the public 

 Sport and recreation: Caravan site for tourists 

 Visual amenity: N/A 

Downs Link and adjacent fields and hedgerows 

 Decision 
o No need to designate as Local Green Space nor as Open Space because it is already 

protected in other ways. 
o Most of the Downs Link within the parish is not eligible for designation as Local Green 

Space, because it is not “local in character”. 
o Fields and hedgerows adjacent to Downs Link are not eligible for designation as most 

are not “local”, constitute “extensive tracts of land”, and are not “well defined”. 

 Questionnaire Results following Public Consultation on 17th & 18th April 2015 
o 91.2% (166/182) of respondents thought it “important to protect: … Downs Link and 

adjacent fields and hedgerows”. 
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Field north of Cricket field 

 Decision 
o This field — as distinct from the public footpath —does not meet the criteria for 

designation as a Local Green Space in that there are no substantive reasons to claim 
this as being “demonstrably special to [the] local community and hold[ing] a particular 
local significance”. 

o The field is neither used nor available as a recreational public Open Space. 
o Any development would have to bear in mind that it abuts the Conservation Area, and 

consequently take note of any relevant restrictions specified in the Conservation Area 
leaflet and the Parish Design Statement. 

 Location: Abuts the Conservation Area & BUA to its west. 

 Ownership: Rowfold (Crosby) Farm? 

 Public access: 
o None, except the Public Footpath running along its northern boundary, which does not 

permit access to the field itself. 

 Sport and recreation: N/A 

 Visual amenity: N/A 

Golf Course (Slinfold Golf & Country Club) 

 Decision 
o Briefly considered for allocation as recreational Open Space, but not considered eligible 

because it’s private land and membership-only. 

Spring Lane & fields to its west 

 Decision 
o The suggested designation of these was primarily in order to protect the rural nature of 

Spring Lane, but other than that, there were not thought to be substantive reasons to 
claim it as “is demonstrably special to [the] local community and hold[ing] a particular 
local significance” and therefore it could not be designated as a Local Green Space. 

o This area is not open to the public nor used “for sport and recreation” and is therefore 
not eligible for allocation as an Open Space. 

o The land is outside the BUA, and also falls within the within Landscape Study Area SF1 
of the HDC Landscape Capacity Assessment (April 2014), which is classified as having a 
High Landscape Character Sensitivity, and a Moderate-High Visual Sensitivity, giving a 
Combined Landscape Sensitivity of High. 

o Spring Lane itself is to be proposed to WSCC for designation as a Quiet Lane. 

 Ownership: Multiple private landowners 

 Location: 
o Outside the BUA. 

 Public access: No public access 

 Sport and recreation: N/A 

 Visual amenity: Views from Spring Lane, Park Street & Downs Link  
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Other miscellaneous ‘open spaces’  

The following miscellaneous (mainly road-side) areas were briefly reviewed and rejected for 
designation as either Local Green Space or allocation as recreational Open Space, as none is 
considered to meet the relevant criteria. 

1. Grass areas either side of the entrance road to Six Acres. 

2. Wide grass verge with pavement and ditch/stream from Lyons Road BUAB across Mitchell 

Gardens to edge of Lyons Close (with a view to preventing widening of Lyons Road). 

3. Wide grass ‘verge’ on left of Mitchell Gardens, looking from Lyons Road. 

4. Wide-ish grass verge fronting 2 sides of Birchwood at corner of Lyons Road & The Street (to 

help protect against road widening at junction?). In Conservation Area. 

5. Narrow grass verge fronting properties on east of The Street from Birchwood to The Old Forge. 

(to help protect semi-rural, historic and ‘informal’ nature of The Street?). In Conservation Area. 

6. Wide tarmacked area in front of Red Lyon; this used to contain a bed with flowers and bushes 

at its southern end (corner of car park entrance). In Conservation Area. [It would be nice to see 

the former flower bed reinstated.] 

7. Raised grass verge & pavement from Slinfold House to Village Hall. In Conservation Area. 

8.  Grass area around War Memorial. In Conservation Area. 

9. Rough grass area in front of garages on bend in Clapgate Lane. In Conservation Area. 

10. Grass area in front of Little Platt - (don’t know whether it belongs to property or not). In 

Conservation Area. 

11. School Car Park. In Conservation Area. 

12.  Wide verge with ditch bordering Hall Land from The Rectory to Tannery Close. Partly in 

Conservation Area. 

13. Grass area with large conifers outside Barn Cottage. In Conservation Area. 

14. Small grass border, with postbox & bus stop, at rear of 1, Tannery Close. 

15. Large grass triangle, with large tree, at corner of Park Street & The Street, outside Barn End. 

16. Grass verge between pavement and property frontages along north side of Park Street from The 

Street to the stream. 

17. Large grass area at NE corner of junction of Park Street & Stane Street. 



 

 

 


