
 

 

COUNTRYSIDE, LANDSCAPE & CONSERVATION POLICIES 

 
 

Slinfold Parish lies to the west of Horsham, in the heart of the Low Weald area of Sussex.  It is 

relatively circular in shape and is divided into four parts by the old Roman road Stane Street 

running south-west/north-east and the Down link (the old London, Brighton and South Coast 

Railway) which runs east/west.  The Parish area is largely under agricultural management, and 

interspersed with woodland (including tracts of mainly untouched ancient woodland), hedgerows 

and copses.  The River Arun bisects the parish and is bordered by floodplain pastureland with 

numerous small feeder streams giving rise to areas of wet woodland.   

The primary settlement of the parish is Slinfold Village, located broadly centrally within the parish 

area.  The Eastern approach to the village along Lyons Road retains a rural character, bordered by 

farmland and the River Arun valley to the North, with fields and woodland leading to the Downs 

Link to the South.  Protecting the separate identity of Slinfold is a key objective of the 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

There are a number of areas within or adjoining the built up areas of the settlement that are 

considered valuable green spaces for the community and therefore should be designated as local 

Green Spaces, having the unique attributes required by paragraph 77 of the NPPF. 

The landscape forms an intrinsic part of the character and setting of the village and provides 

informal and formal recreational opportunities for the community. One of the distinctive features 

of Slinfold village is the visual connectivity with the surrounding countryside. 

Objectives 

• Protect and enhance the rural character, heritage assets and biodiversity of the parish 

• Protect the identity of Slinfold and prevent coalescence with Wickhurst Green / 

Broadbridge Heath 

• Ensure development does not take place in areas at risk of flooding or where it may cause 

flooding elsewhere 

• Maintain the distinctive views and visual connectivity with the surrounding countryside 

from public places within the built up area 

 

POLICY Countryside SNP1 - Preventing Coalescence between Slinfold and Wickhurst Green 

Development will only be permitted outside the Built Up Area Boundary, if individually or 

cumulatively it would not result in increasing the coalescence between Slinfold and Wickhurst 

Green/Broadbridge Heath or reducing their separate identity by:- 

• Reducing the gap between Slinfold and Wickhurst Green/Broadbridge Heath, or 

• Increasing the density of development within existing curtilages 

 

POLICY Countryside SNP2 – Conservation Area 

• New development adjacent to the Conservation Area will be permitted where it does not 

conflict with other policies and where the setting of the Conservation Area is conserved or 

enhanced. 

 

  



 

 

COUNTRYSIDE, LANDSCAPE & CONSERVATION POLICIES 

 
 

POLICY Countryside SNP3 - Protection of Local Green Spaces 

Proposals for development in a Local Green Space will be resisted, unless they are ancillary to the 

use of the land for a public recreational purpose or are required for a statutory utility 

infrastructure purpose. 

• Important green spaces in the Parish will be protected from development by the 

designation as Local Green Spaces in accordance with the NPPF and with Policy 42 of the 

HDPF. As an integral part of the Parish, they are therefore regarded as special to the local 

community.  

• The policy seeks to protect them for the enjoyment of future generations, to protect and 

enhance biodiversity, to promote health and recreation and to contribute to rural 

tourism.  

• The Slinfold Local Green Spaces study sets out the case for each site to be designated. 

POLICY Countryside SNP4 - Green Infrastructure & Important Views 

This policy identifies a series of distinctive landscape features of the Parish with the intention of 

ensuring that development proposals have regard to the contribution those features play to the 

landscape character of the Parish.   

Development proposals will be supported, provided they protect and retain and, wherever 

possible, enhance the following green infrastructure and valued landscape features of the Parish: 

• The Downs Link, 

• public rights of way and their settings; 

• hedgerows; 

• copses and woods, including ancient woodlands and orchards; and 

Aside from their intrinsic visual benefits, these features have value for tourism associated with 

local walkers, ramblers and associated businesses and they help maintain and enhance local 

biodiversity. They may also assist in mitigating the effects of climate change (e.g. flooding, severe 

weather events).  Important views of the landscape setting from within the village that maintain 

the rural character of the area, and are detailed in the Slinfold Parish Design Statement and the 

Conservation Area Advice leaflet, shall be protected. 

POLICY Countryside SNP5 - Protect and Enhance Biodiversity Where Appropriate 

Development proposals should protect and enhance biodiversity by: 

• Protecting designated sites, protected species and ancient or species-rich hedgerows, 

grasslands and woodlands, and 

• Preserving ecological networks, and the migration and transit of flora and fauna, 

particularly within the built up area of the village 

• Protecting ancient trees or trees of arboricultural value, and 

• Promoting the mitigation, preservation, restoration and re-creation of wildlife habitats, 

and the protection and recovery of priority species, and 

• Providing a net gain in flora and fauna, in particular those defined in the Report on 

Slinfold’s Biodiversity, and 

• Adopting best practice in Sustainable Urban Drainage 
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